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Trinity Lutheran Church  

Annual Report:  Fulfilling our Mission in 2017  
God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

  
Mission Statement  

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and is called to 

carry on the serving, teaching, proclaiming ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ to all people through our life as 

a congregation and through our daily lives as individual Christians.  

 

From the Pastor… 
 

Greetings to our Trinity Family! 
 

One of our youth group students always stays around a little later than the other kids.  She has talks with me 

while we wait for her mother.  The other day she asked me, "why are you a pastor?"  I chuckled inside a little 

at the question, but then I gave it some thought.  I opened my mouth and I said, "I want people to know what 

it means to follow Jesus, and I want to do my best to show them what that's like."  She then remarked about a 

silly story I had shared about my childhood, and said, "how is that following Jesus?"  (In the story, I had 

taken a childhood friend's Matchbox car and kept it for awhile as my own.)  I said, "I wasn't following Jesus 

then.  I was following what I wanted.  Sometimes following Jesus means that we put what we want down and 

pick up what Jesus wants instead." 

 

In the spirit of that conversation, I want to invite you to look at the work of this congregation.  You will see 

that many times we picked up what Jesus wanted.  We picked up Jesus command to "feed my sheep".  We 

picked up Jesus desire for children to learn more about him.  We picked up Jesus' greatest commandment of 

"You shall worship the Lord Your God with your heart, mind, and soul" as well as "love one another".   
 

We have not always done this perfectly.  And surely this year there will be times when we might stumble.  

But last year, we invited many children into the family of God through baptism.  We worshiped God at each 

of our services, sharing with each other our presence.  We studied books together.  We studied the Bible 

together.  Our Sunday School teachers showed our kids what Jesus was like.  The list goes on and on.   
 

When you look at this year's report, think about how God has used you to carry Jesus to others!  It's amazing 

what God accomplishes through the work of the church! 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Brian 

 
Pastor’s Report 
 

Baptisms 
 

Adrian Parker Yourl, son of  Stephen Yourl and Erika Sluzevich, February 12, 2017 

Camaryn Emily Morgan, daughter of Jon Morgan and Amy Gottschall, February 18, 2017 

Addyson Marie Bruno, daughter of Justin Kodack and Cassandra Vince, February 25, 2017 

Jackson Paul Kodack, son of Justin Kodack and Cassandra Vince, February 25, 2017 

Clay Charles Neiswender, son of Matthew Neiswender and Katelyn Morgan, February 25, 2017 

Charlotte Quinn Kahler, daughter of Zachary and Joy Kahler, March 5, 2017 

Gwendolyn LeJeune Zimmerman, daughter of Alex and Allyson Zimmerman, April 23, 2017 

Gage Samson Troutman, son of Beau and Dara Troutman, July 16, 2017 

Justin Andrew Klinger, son of Justin and Sara Klinger, August 5, 2017 

Penelope Lynn Klinger, daughter of Justin and Sara Klinger, August 5, 2017 

Sawyer Eugene Stehr, son of Derek and Amanda Stehr, September 10, 2017 
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Others Added to the Roles 
 

Erika Sluzevich, Affirmation of Faith, February 12, 2017 

Cade Holden, Transferred from Frieden’s Lutheran Church, Hegins, April 9, 2017 

Malery Masser, Transferred from Frieden’s Lutheran Church, Hegins, April 9, 2017 

Maddex Holden, Parents became members, April 9, 2017 

Amy Wolff, Affirmation of Faith, July 30, 2017 

Serenity Morgan, Mother became member, July 30, 2017 

Ariana Morgan, Mother became member, July 30, 2017 

Sara Klinger, Affirmation of Faith, August 5, 2017 

Summer Klinger, Mother became member, August 5, 2017 

Derek Stehr, Transferred from Frieden’s Lutheran Church, Hegins, September 10, 2017 

Amanda Stehr, Transferred from Frieden’s Lutheran Church, Hegins, September 10, 2017 

Scarlett Stehr, Parents became members, September 10, 2017 

Nick Wolff, Affirmation of Faith, October 15, 2017 

Jessica Ulrich, Affirmation of Faith, November 11, 2017 

 

Removed from Roles 
 

Fred Bowman, Deceased January 16, 2017 

David Kimmel, Deceased March 6, 2017 

Charles Kline, Deceased April 18, 2017 

Rebecca Schwalm, Deceased May 15, 2017 

Michael Marchiano, Deceased July 15, 2017 

Patty Kaster, Deceased September 19, 2017 

James Hylton, Sr., Deceased September 20, 2017 

Ralph Snyder, Deceased October 6, 2017 

 

Funerals 
 

Fred Bowman, January 21, 2017 

David Kimmel, March 9, 2017 

Rebecca Schwalm, May 20, 2017 

Michael Marchiano, July 21, 2017 

James Hylton, Sr., September 25, 2017 

Ralph Snyder, October 11, 2017 

 

Wedding 
 

Cade Holden and Malery Masser, September 2, 2017 

 

Membership: 
 

Baptized members (as of December 31, 2017)-------------------------447 (gain of 25; loss of 8) 

Confirmed members (as of December 31, 2017)-----------------------305 (gain of 9; loss of 8) 

 

Committee Reports 
 

Serving 
 

We helped others … 
 

▪ Contributed to St John’s Food Closet in Hegins through monthly collections.  These donations are 

used to help people in our area, and we thank all who donated items and Sandy Wiest for transporting 

our donations to the Food Closet.   
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▪ Donated coats, mittens, hats, and blankets to the Bethesda Mission.  In January we delivered these 

donations provided by members of the congregation to the Bethesda Mission in Harrisburg.  They 

wanted everyone to know how much our donations were appreciated by the people being served by the 

Mission.  We thank Joy Kahler for organizing the collection, Joyce and Sherry for delivering this part of 

it, and everyone who contributed. 

 

▪ Donated canned goods to Servants to All Homeless Shelter in Pottsville.  Pastor Brian, Joy Kahler 

and Senior Youth Group members Micah Ulicny, Samantha Masser, Alex Morgan, Eli Morgan, and 

Conner Herb delivered the food collection on January 17th.  Thanks to all of them and to Andrew 

Schreffler who donated all the canned goods through the Pitman Fire Company. 

 

▪ Provided assistance through our Miles to Mend Program to the residents of our community.  Thanks 

to the generosity of our congregation, in 2017 we were able to help a total of 14 people , and we 

collected $2,793 through Redner’s receipts, Community Aid bins, and donations to the program.  

Information about the program was posted at various locations and shared through the Ministerium to 

encourage participation to this outreach.  (Discipleship Committee) 

 

▪ Established and provided the Agape Community Meal.  We spoke with Cindy Bixler from the 

Immanuel Lutheran Church in Williamstown about their Kid’s Café and Backpack Program she 

organizes.  The Discipleship Committee was eager to bring these programs to the Tri-Valley area.  After 

speaking to her contact from the Central Dauphin Food Bank it was determined we would have to run a 

full time program and the demographics for free and reduced lunches in our school district would need to 

be above 50% of families who qualify for the program.  The Tri-Valley School District has 35% 

qualifying for free meals.  The committee decided to start by offering a free meal once a month.  The 

first meal was held March 8th with approximately 43 in attendance and has grown to attendance in the 

70s by the end of the year.  The meals are funded by the Kitchen Committee with money earned from the 

Sterman Masser, Inc Christmas meal.  A grant of $2,000 was also received from the Wagner Fund to 

support this outreach.  (Discipleship and Kitchen Committees) 

 

▪ Donated our Lenten offerings to God’s Chuckwagon, Haven Ministry, and the First Responders 

Dinner. 

 

▪ Provided the First Day Fresh Impressions Program with the help of Jamie Schwalm who organized 

the event in previous years.  This program is designed to help families prepare for the next school year 

by providing new or gently used clothing for children from kindergarten to high school senior.  The 

event was held August 18th and 19th and was a huge success.  We received enough donations of clothing 

and shoes to fill the overflow.  Metal Industries donated new backpacks and school supplies.  Members 

of the congregation volunteered to sort and set up items for the event which helped families find the 

items they needed.  We collected $500 in monetary donations which were used to purchase needed items 

not available at the event.  Jamie Schwalm met the families requesting specific items at Walmart.  Items 

such as underwear, coats, boots, sneakers, etc were purchased.  (Discipleship Committee) 

 

▪ Prepared meals through our Kitchen Committee.  The Kitchen Committee prepared and served five 

funeral dinners; partnered with the Discipleship Committee to begin the free monthly Agape Community 

meal ministry in March; prepared and served the Reformation 500 dinner and the Congregational dinner; 

catered the Sterman Masser, Inc employees’ Christmas meal, the profits of which will be used to help 

fund our monthly community meals.  Our thanks to everyone who helped in any way with any of our 

endeavors.  (Kitchen Committee) 

 

▪ Supported Micah Ulicny in his Eagle Scout Project by making a donation from our Miles to Mend 

and Clint Bixler Funds.  Micah created an inclusive playground and sensory garden at the Hegins Hubley 

Elementary School.  The students in the life skills class have a variety of symptoms and disorders that 

impair their social abilities.  The playground contains many pieces of equipment suited to meet the needs 

of the class now and in the future.  The equipment will do things like exercise muscles the kids couldn’t 
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on a regular playground and give them a fun and safe place to play.  Thank you, Micah, for all you have 

done to help these children.  We were proud to support you. 

 

▪ Brought the Home from the Hospital Visitation back to life.  We had monthly volunteer teams of two 

visiting members home from the hospital, shut ins, and bereaved families.  Through this ministry we 

hope to let members know they are remembered and missed by their church family at Trinity.   Anyone 

interested in helping in this important mission of showing our family of faith how important they are to 

us here at Trinity can sign the volunteer sheet posted on the bulletin board outside the church office. 

 

▪ Celebrated Harvest Home on October 7th and 8th, thanking God for all the blessings He has provided to 

us.  To show our thanks, we collected needed items for the Schuylkill Women in Crisis Center in 

Pottsville.  We thank all who contributed, Yvonne Specht for providing the display, and Jamie Masser 

for delivering our donations to a very appreciative staff at the center. 

 

▪ Collected and sent gift-filled shoe boxes to Operation Christmas Child.  Operation Christmas Child 

uses these shoeboxes to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to children in need around the world.  

On November 12th, members of the Junior Youth Group brought 41 shoeboxes to the front of the 

sanctuary for a blessing.  We thank the Junior Youth Group for participating in this project and all who 

prepared a shoebox.  We pray for God’s love to shine on the children who receive these boxes and for 

our love to reach them.  (Junior Youth Group) 

 

▪ Purchased coats, hats, and gloves as Christmas gifts for each child at the Schuylkill Women in Crisis 

Center, Pottsville, with funds from the Clint Bixler Fund.  Thank you for your generosity, Susie and Bill. 

 

▪ Donated Socks of Love to the Servants to All Homeless Shelter in Pottsville.  Thanks to the generosity 

of the congregation, the Senior Youth Group was able to assemble and donate 54 Socks of Love kits 

containing basic toiletries most needed by people who come to the shelter. (Senior Youth Group) 

 

▪ Raised funds for the National Coalition for Homeless Veterans.  The Senior Youth Group was 

originally going to have an event called “Night in a Cardboard Box” in which they would experience one 

night as a homeless person.  This event was postponed but donations made by members of the 

congregation were sent to the Coalition.  (Senior Youth Group) 

 

▪ Prepared and served meals for Haven Ministries in Sunbury PA, an ecumenical, nonprofit organization 

providing emergency shelter, food, referral help, and life skills education to homeless families and 

individuals in the Central Susquehanna Valley area. Emergency food is also provided for the near-

homeless population.  (Junior and Senior Youth Groups)  

 

▪ Prepared and distributed Time and Talent and Financial Commitment Sheets to invite and 

encourage participation in carrying out our mission.  (Discipleship Committee) 

 

▪ Supported our Pastor and church staff by discussing ways we can serve, teach and proclaim the word 

of Christ to each other and in the community.  (Staff Support) 

 

We grew closer through fellowship… 
 
▪ Welcomed Timothy Eugene to the Beissel Family.  Pastor Brian and Michelle were chosen through 

Open Arms Adoption as the family to be matched with Timmy who was born May 13th.   

 

▪ Hosted Soup After Service again in January and February.  We expanded by offering soup after the 

Saturday evening Service.  Thank you to all for the soup donations and to those participating in the 

fellowship.  (Discipleship and Fellowship Committees)  

 

▪ Hosted Second Annual Scrabble Tournament on February 18th inviting the community to attend.  

With the help of Scott Kroh’s computer program to establish and post bracket winners, the event was 
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better organized and kept players and spectators aware of up-to-date.  A huge thank you for the food 

donations from members of the congregation who also supported this event.  Proceeds went to support 

Miles to Mend.  (Discipleship and Kitchen Committees) 

 

▪ Enjoyed bowling at Strike Time Lanes and pizza party at the church on March 12th.  There were 

about 40 people who came out to bowl or support the bowlers.  Everyone had a good time.  Special 

thanks to Dave and Jen Schley for allowing us to bowl for a very discounted rate, and the Harners for 

picking up the pizza.  It is great to get together with our church family at times other than a Sunday 

morning.  (Fellowship Committee) 

 

▪ Enjoyed a delicious spaghetti dinner by our youth.  Everyone who attended our Third Annual 

Spaghetti Dinner on March 19th enjoyed a delicious meal by our youth, entertainment by our Praise 

Band, and wonderful fellowship.  There were 48 who attended and donations for youth activities totaled 

$380.  Thanks to all who helped and attended.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Shared Palm Sunday Brunch.  Following the worship service, our Palm Sunday brunch provided a 

wonderful opportunity for fellowship.  Thanks to all who contributed to the brunch and to all who stayed 

to enjoy this time together.  (Fellowship Committee) 

 

▪ Held a Pork Dinner Fundraiser on April 29th to benefit the Organ Fund.  The delicious pulled pork was 

made again this year by Brad Straub, and we thank him for his help in making our dinner a success.  A 

profit of $1,067 was made and donated to the Organ Fund.  We thank all who helped prepare the dinner, 

those who purchased tickets, and Thrivent for their continued financial Support. 

 

▪ Served refreshments to provide a time of fellowship for baptisms and reception of new members.   

(Fellowship Committee) 

 

▪ Sent care packages to our college students to let them know their church family is thinking of them and 

wishing them well on their finals.  (Fellowship Committee) 

 

▪ Hosted Trinity’s Annual Church Picnic at the Valley View Park.  Worship began at 10:30 at the stage 

area followed by a delicious covered dish picnic in the open pavilion.  To complete the event, we 

enjoyed a friendly game of Where is That?  Pictures were taken at various locations in the area and teams 

had to guess where the pictures were taken.   Thanks to all for participating in this fun event.   

(Fellowship Committee)  

 

▪ Participated in the Rick Kline Memorial Softball Tournament on August 26th.  Members from 

Trinity, Friedens and St James united to form “Team Feisty” in the “Just for Fun” part of the tournament.  

Team Feisty went 0-3 in their games, but scored 9 runs in each game.  Thanks to Travis Snyder for 

designing and producing the Team Feisty jerseys.  Representing Trinity on Team Feisty were Rich 

Dunkleberger, Carolyn Dunkleberger, Lisa Rodichok, Steve Rodichok, Travis Snyder, Jess Ulrich, and 

Pastor Brian.  Thanks to all! 

 

▪ Hosted Trunk or Treat Event held on October 31st.  Because of the huge response we get for the Trunk 

or Treat Event, we were very pleased when the Tri Valley Youth Activities Fund offered to take over this 

event and still have it at Trinity.  As always, there was a constant flow of costumed children, parents and 

grandparents through the parking lot filled with decorated trunks and then through the Social Hall for 

free hot dogs served by our own Mickey Mouse and Winnie the Pooh and on to the Mad Science Lab.  A 

big thanks to the Tri Valley Youth Activities Fund for continuing this event so we can offer a safe and 

enjoyable evening for the families in our community.  Another big thanks to the National Honor Society 

who had an excellent response to their request for canned food items for the St. John’s Food Closet.   

 

▪ Held the Annual Christmas Covered Dish Social on December 10th.  We started off with a wonderful 

variety of delicious dishes, followed by an evening of special entertainment.  It was such a nice way to 
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step back from the hectic pace of the holiday season and enjoy an evening of good food, fun, and 

fellowship.  Mark your calendars for 2018 – it’s always the second Sunday in December.    

 

Teaching  
 

We provided opportunities to learn the Good News of Jesus Christ… 

▪ Taught Sunday School lessons for all ages on Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM.  Our Children’s Sunday 

School program is for children ages 2 to 18.  Our Adult Sunday School class met in the Library and used 

material from the Faith Lens series.  A big thanks to all our teachers, students, and parents for supporting 

our Christian Education Program.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Restarted Children’s Choir with Carolyn Dunkleberger leading the singing and Sherry McDonald as 

the accompanist.  All children are welcome to join!  (Christian Education Committee)  

 

▪ Provided the opportunity and a safe place for both Elementary and High School Students to explore 

their faith as part of our Junior and Senior Youth Groups.  Both groups are very active and meet weekly. 

o Senior Youth Group meets Tuesday afternoons.  They began planning and raising funds for a 

mission trip to Roanoke, Virginia.  The mission trip will take place from July 6th through July 9th  ; 

organized the Socks of Love collection; raised funds for the National Coalition for Homeless 

Veterans; organized the Carol-Gram event. 

o Junior Youth Group meets on Wednesday afternoons. They helped at Haven Ministries; toured the 

Bloomsburg Children’s Museum; set up for the monthly Agape Community Meal which involves 

setting up the tables and chairs and setting the tables; sang Christmas carols at Providence Place; 

helped with the Operation Christmas Child shoebox collection.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Prepared Youth for First Communion.  Our First Communion Students – Espyn Schley and Maxwell 

Masser - who completed their instruction in April were acknowledged on Palm Sunday.  It is always very 

special to have communion bread made by these First Communion Students.  We extend our love, 

support, and congratulations to them as they took this very important step in their faith formation.  

(Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Collaborated with Friedens Lutheran Church to provide Summer Day Camp for children grades 

kindergarten through sixth. 

 

▪ Recognized Sunday School students and teachers for their participation in our Sunday School Program.  

We sincerely thank all those who volunteer their time to teach, assist, and those who bring their children 

to participate in what we have planned.  We consider it a privilege to share the truths of our faith with 

our children.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Conducted Vacation Bible School (VBS) in the Valley View Park, June 19-23.  The theme was 

Passport to Peru, discovering God’s Good Gifts and learning about Peru’s culture, games, snacks, and 

music.  We learned that God gives us comfort, patience, peace, joy, and love.  The offering was donated 

to Blood:Water.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Celebrated the confirmation of Britnie Weaver on August 20th.  Britnie was one of Pastor Brian’s 

Confirmation Students while he was Interim Pastor at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Tower City.  It was 

wonderful to see all who came to worship and to stand up for Britnie during her Confirmation. 

 

▪ Offered a special blessing for Tri Valley Athletes on August 20th.  We were happy to have 15 athletes 

and coaches from the Tri-Valley School District with us for a special blessing during our worship 

service.  Athletes from our football, wrestling, and cross country teams were represented, and they 

participated in a blessing for safety and building of sportsmanship. 

 



Trinity Lutheran Church 2017 Annual Report Page 7 

 

▪ Held Annual Rally Day to kick off beginning of new Sunday School year on September 10th.  

Activities began with a recap of the lessons and songs from this summer’s Vacation Bible School.  

Stations offered face painting, games and crafts.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Presented students with Bibles.  On September 10th we presented our two and three year old students 

with a children’s Bible to support them as they begin their faith journeys and Sunday School experience.  

We also presented our third and fourth grade students with their own copy of a Spark Bible to support 

them as they continue in their faith journey and Sunday School experience. (Christian Education 

Committee)   

 

▪ Celebrated the beginning of Advent with our annual Advent Craft Faire on December 3rd.  In 

keeping with our Advent Tradition, we again provided a wonderful Advent Craft Faire for children and 

adults to celebrate the first Sunday in Advent.  We thank the Christian Education Committee; crafters 

who provided the ideas, supplies and guidance; and those who attended.  (Christian Education 

Committee) 

 

▪ Performed the Annual Nativity Puppet Show on December 24th.  Our puppet show tells the story of 

the first Christmas, and this was the 9th year we have been doing it.  Usually we have the older children 

doing the puppet show for the younger ones, but this year all our Sunday School children got to watch 

while the “puppet alumni” performed.  Three of the alumni – Jordan Schwalm, Alex Morgan, and Lizzie 

Otto – actually made the puppets when they were in Junior High.  We thank all who participated and 

who attended.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Sang Carol-Grams to spread Christmas cheer and raise funds for the Senior Youth Group’s mission trip 

to Roanoke, VA.  Members of the congregation were asked to identify someone they would like to 

receive a Carol-Gram and then gave a donation to the Senior Youth Group.  The Senior Youth Group 

then sent to those homes and sang the Christmas Carol of their choice. 

 

▪ Conducted weekly Bible Study where we continued our study of the Gospel of Matthew. 

 

▪ Completed 2 Book Studies.  The first was “Travelling Light” by Max Lucado and the second was “The 

Shack” by William Paul Young. 

Proclaiming  
 

We worked together to declare our faith in Jesus… 
 
▪ Added Sharing of “God Moments” to our worship.  Pastor Brian asks if anyone has “God Moments” 

to share, and if we feel the spirit moving in us, we share where we have seen God active in our lives.  

This practice is designed to get us all thinking more concretely about how our faith shows up not just on 

Sunday morning, but throughout our lives. 

 

▪ Conducted  worship services including: weekly Saturday 6:00 PM service and Sunday 10:30 AM 

service; two Christmas Eve services; special services for Coming Home Sunday which included 

participation in the service by former Trinity Pastor William Wightman and Music Recognition Sunday 

recognizing our musicians; added an 8:00 AM service.   (Worship and Music Committee) 

 

▪ Enjoyed our Children’s Palm Sunday and Easter traditions.  We observed Palm Sunday and Easter 

through special traditions that have become part of our observation of this most meaningful time of year.  

On Palm Sunday we had our annual Easter Egg Hunt during the Sunday School Hour.  Also during 

Sunday School the children made Resurrection Rolls symbolizing the empty tomb and Jesus resurrection.  

During Worship Pastor Brian led the children in a Procession of Palms through the sanctuary.  (Worship 

and Music and Christian Education Committees) 
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▪ Enjoyed an attendance of 120 people at our worship service on Palm Sunday and 120 on Easter 

Sunday.  It was wonderful to have so many people worshipping with us on these two very special 

Sundays.  Wouldn’t it be great to have that attendance every Sunday? 

 

▪ Resumed Contemporary Worship Service one Sunday evening a month.  We have an excellent 

response to this worship experience. 

 

▪ Worshipped at the Hegins Park with Friedens to celebrate Day Camp Sunday and see what the Day 

Camp children have been learning and doing throughout the summer.  A covered dish picnic followed 

the service. 

 

▪ Participated in the Orange Tour at the Lancaster County Bible Church, September 26th.  Pastor Brian, 

Sherry McDonald, Joan Klinger, and Dezi Fogarty represented Trinity and learned many ideas for youth 

programs and congregational revitalization.  (Discipleship Committee) 

 

▪ Celebrated Worldwide Communion on Saturday night, September 30th and Sunday morning, October 

1st.  Worldwide Communion is a celebration that promotes Christian Unity and ecumenical cooperation.  

It is a day when we mark the almost universal Christian practice of breaking bread with one another and 

remembering both the night of Jesus’ betrayal and of Jesus’ sacrifice. 

 

▪ Celebrated 500th Anniversary of Reformation, October 29th.  Members of Trinity, Friedens and St. 

James worked together to provide a special worship service to commemorate the 500th  anniversary of 

the Reformation.  The special service was held at Trinity with more than 200 people in attendance.  The 

plate offering of $619 was donated to Tri-Valley Charities.  The service was followed by a delicious 

roast beef dinner prepared by members of all three congregations.  The celebration was inspiring and will 

not be forgotten by anyone who attended. 

 

▪ Observed All Saints Sunday, November 5th.  We observed All Saints Sunday by giving thanks to God 

for the lives of saints past and present,  saints being all those who truly follow Christ.  We remembered 

loved ones who have gone to join the Church Triumphant in the past year as we lit a candle in their 

memory, giving thanks to God for their presence with us.  The saints remembered were: 

 

Fred Bowman   James Hylton, Sr.  Patti Kaster 

David Kimmel   Charles Kline   Barbara Klouser 

Michael Marchiano  Rebecca Schwalm  Ralph Snyder 

 

▪ Dedicated our new sound system to the Glory of God on November 5th.  This new system was paid for 

with available funds from the Terry Ebert endowment gift.  We are very grateful to Terry for his 

generous bequest.  

 

▪ Developed a new website for Trinity at Trinityinthevalley.com.  It is important to maintain an easy to 

use website that is current and reflects who we are as a congregation and how we worship and serve our 

Lord.  We thank Mikayla Ulicny for developing our first website and getting our name on the web.  We 

thank Travis Snyder for designing our new website and enabling it to be connected to other social media.  

We also thank Steve Schwalm who is making sure the site stays current. 

 

▪ Shared the message of Christmas in Trinity’s Children’s Christmas Program on December 17th.  It 

is always such a joyful celebration of Christmas when we see our children re-enacting the story of Jesus 

Birth.  We look forward to hearing the message they share with us and love seeing them grow in their 

faith as they participate in this program each year.  We are grateful to all who contributed and 

participated in this program.    (Christian Education Committee)   

 

▪ Selected hymns, set up schedule for pianists and organists who provide music for Saturday night and 

Sunday morning worship services.  (Worship and Music Committee) 
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▪ Scheduled worship participants to participate in worship services including nursery attendants, 

greeters, ushers, lectors, acolytes, crucifers, communion assistants, communion elements presenters, 

communion ware clean up, altar linen care and communion set up.  (Worship and Music Committee) 

 

▪ Provided items used for worship including ordering candles and communion supplies, changing 

paraments and banners seasonally, replacing candles as needed and tending to the weekly hymn board. 

(Worship and Music Committee) 

 

▪ Assisted with baptisms by providing baptism banners; arranging soloists and accompanists for baptism 

song.  (Worship and Music Committee) 

 

Just as we care for each other, we took care of our church… 
 
▪ Conducted Congregational Meetings.  We conducted two annual congregational meetings – Winter 

meeting in February to review committee reports from previous year and identify direction for current 

year and second annual meeting in November to elect new Council members and pass the budget.  We 

also had two special congregational meetings.  The first one was in May where we approved the 

purchase of the new sound system using available funds from the Terry Ebert estate, and the second one 

in October where we voted to pay off the organ loan with the remaining available funds from the Terry 

Ebert estate and approved the changes to the Endowment Bylaws.   

 

▪ Made salary recommendation to Finance Committee for Pastor, Church Secretary, and Custodian. 

(Staff Support and Property Committee) 

 

▪ Prepared operating budget for first quarter of 2018.  (Finance Committee) 

 

▪ Paid off the loan for the new organ.  Thanks to the generosity of members of our congregation, we 

were able to pay off our new organ.  We will use this new organ to the Glory of God to not only enhance 

our regular worship services, but also to share the Good News in new ways with our community. 

 

▪ Held a Spring Clean up event on April 1st to clean up the church grounds.  We had a great crew of hard 

workers and we thank them for giving their time and effort to keep our church grounds looking nice – 

Paul Kramer, Alex Zimmerman, Joe Fogarty, Sam Snyder, Sherry McDonald, and Robin and Rick Otto.  

We also acknowledge with sincere gratitude the Herb Memorial Fund which was established in memory 

of Ann Bonwit’s parents, Bruce and Alice Herb, to be used for the care and planting of shrubbery around 

the church.  This fund was used to pay for the much-needed mulch.  (Property Committee) 

  

▪ Added additional electrical circuit to serve the new screen & video projector.  (Property Committee) 

 

▪ Installed new system, video projector and screen to improve the quality of the sound during services 

in the sanctuary, and to enable pictures, graphics, and the worship service to be projected. (Property 

Committee)  

 

▪ Purchased carpeted and rubber door mats for all entryways & terminated contract with Dempsey in 

an effort to reduce costs.  (Property Committee) 

 

▪ Began planning for repairs to peeling plaster in church kitchen.  (Property Committee) 

 

 

*** If you would like to help with any of the events and activities mentioned above or serve on any of the 

committees, please let Pastor Brian know.  You are welcome to help with events and activities even if you do 

not want to join the committee.  Just choose what you would enjoy doing and how you want to serve.  We 

can always use your help.   


