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Annual Report:  Fulfilling our Mission in 2018  
God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 
 

 
Mission Statement  

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and is called to 

carry on the serving, teaching, proclaiming ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ to all people through our life as 

a congregation and through our daily lives as individual Christians.  

 

From the Pastor… 
 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

We do work here every Saturday and Sunday.  It may not feel like work (okay, to me it kind of does, because 

it is literally my job), but our worship happens using something we call liturgy.  The sung responses, the 

placement of the creed and the Lord's prayer, all of that makes up liturgy.  The word liturgy literally means 

"work of the people."  So congratulations on that work. 

 

Of course, God doesn't just work through us during worship.  One year ago, I didn't expect to be able to say 

that we had completed not one, but two apartments in our working relationship with Brethren Housing 

Association in Harrisburg, with a third one already in the beginning stages in 2019.  I didn't expect that we 

would have such a wonderful time doing God's work in our Mission Trip to Roanoke that we would be doing 

another one in Cincinnati the following year.  One thing is for sure- God is at work here at Trinity Lutheran 

Church! 

 

I invite you, then, to take a look at the following report.  12 Community Meals offered free of charge.  About 

38 Junior Youth Group Meetings. A wonderful Christmas Eve Celebration, and a continued Reformation 

observance with our friends from St. James in Pitman and Friedens in Hegins.  Many hours put in by a hard 

working congregation council and our various committees.   

 

The routine work is important too.  So many put in their time and talents to make this congregation what it 

is.  I wrote in my Pastoral Letter in the January 2019 Newsletter that I was excited to see how God was going 

to use all of our members to engage in proclaiming God's Good News to the world around us.  I remain 

excited.  I hope you do too! 

 

Peace, 

 

Pastor Brian Beissel 

 
Pastor’s Report 
 

Baptisms 
 

Briella Rayne Spotts, daughter of Jessica Ulrich and the late Jared Wheeler Spotts, February 3, 2018 

Timothy Eugene Giovanni Beissel, son of Pastor Brian and Pastor Michelle Beissel, June 10, 2018 

Ayla Huss, daughter of Michael and Kelly Huss, August 19, 2018 

Kelly Huss, daughter of Henry and Cynthia Keuster, August 19, 2018 
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Others Added to the Roles 
 

Haley Bowman, Confirmed, May 20, 2018 

Samantha Masser, Confirmed, May 20, 2018 

Sydney Schley, Confirmed, May 20, 2018 

Alexius Snyder, Confirmed, May 20, 2018 

Devin Wertz, Confirmed, May 20, 2018 

Kelly Huss, Affirmation of Faith, August 26, 2018 

Ayla Huss, Mother became member, August 26, 2018 

Scott Kroh, Affirmation of Faith, September 23, 2018 

Kylene Kroh, Transferred from St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Klingerstown, September 23, 2018 

Brock Troutman, Transferred from St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Klingerstown, September 23, 2018 

Kristin Troutman, Transferred from St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Klingerstown, September 23, 2018 

Hunter Troutman, Parents became members, September 23, 2018 

Hogan Troutman, Parents became members, September 23, 2018 

Hudson Troutman, Parents became members, September 23, 2018 

Jason Kramer, Transferred from Simeon Lutheran Church, Gratz, October 16, 2018 

Annie Kramer, Transferred from Simeon Lutheran Church, Gratz, October 16, 2018 

Finley Kramer, Parents became members, October 16, 2018 

 

Removed from Roles 
 

Gloria Miller, Deceased January 18, 2018 

Brenda Schaeffer, Deceased February 9, 2018 

Bette Bowman, Deceased February 28, 2018 

Rose Spotts, Deceased December 3, 2018 

 

Funerals 
 

Gloria Miller, January 27, 2018 

Brenda Schaeffer, February 17, 2018 

Warren “Nick” Dunkle, February 24, 2018 

Bette Bowman, March 10, 2018 

Eleanor Bixler, June 27, 2018 

Rose Spotts, December 8, 2018 

 

Wedding 
 

Ryan Duffy and Christine Trusky, September 8, 2018 

 

Membership: 
 

Baptized members (as of December 31, 2018):   462   (gain of 19; loss of 4) 

Confirmed members (as of December 31, 2018):   313   (gain of 12; loss of 4) 

 

Committee Reports 
 

Serving 
 

We helped others … 
 

▪ Contributed to St John’s Food Closet in Hegins through monthly collections.  These donations are 

used to help people in our area.  We thank all who participated in this ministry. 

 

▪ Donated coats, mittens, scarves, and gloves to the children residing at the Schuylkill Women in Crisis 

Center in Pottsville over Christmas.  This donation was made possible through the Clint Bixler Fund and 
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the generosity of Susie and Bill Bixler who also donate $500 each year to Trinity’s youth. 

 

▪ Provided assistance through our Miles to Mend Program to residents of our community.  Awards 

have expanded to include assistance other than gas cards.  Updated brochures were distributed 

throughout the community.  This program continues to be an important part of Trinity’s outreach 

ministry.  Thanks to the generosity of the congregation, in 2018 we were able to collect a total of $2,317 

through Redner’s receipts, Community Aid bins, donations, and fundraisers and in turn respond to 20 

requests for assistance.  (Discipleship Committee) 

 

▪ Organized a schedule to provide meals to a member of Trinity experiencing health issues and received 

an overwhelming response from the congregation.  (Discipleship Committee) 

 

▪ Provided the monthly Agape Community Meal.  The Agape Community Meal is a combined effort of 

the Kitchen and Discipleship Committees and the Junior Youth Group.  As of December, the members of 

these groups have provided 22 meals to the community since this ministry’s inception in March of 2017.  

The number fed has grown from 43 when we started to an average of 80-100.  The atmosphere is one of 

friends gathering to share a meal together as a family in Christ.  Meals to shut ins are provided as 

requested. The meals continue to be funded by the Kitchen Committee with money earned from funeral 

meals and donations. (Discipleship and Kitchen Committees, Junior Youth Group) 

 

▪ Supported the Brethren Housing Association (BHA) by adopting two apartments, donating Mother’s 

Day bags, and providing financial support to the program.  Because of the generosity of the members of 

Trinity, in May we were able to clean and furnish a two-bedroom apartment and in November, a three- 

bedroom apartment for two homeless mothers and children, through our relationship with the Brethren 

Housing Association.  Items to fill bags were collected for each Mom in the BHA program for Mother’s 

Day, a particularly difficult day for them.   The Vision and Mission of BHA is to build a future with hope 

by helping individuals and families, who are experiencing homelessness, achieve their God-given 

potential by providing a holistic program of stable housing, supportive services, and loving relationships. 

We are proud to be supporting this important ministry.  (Discipleship Committee) 

 

▪ Collected supplies for Army Unit in Kuwait.  This year we collected supplies for an Army Unit of 

Maintenance Mechanics stationed in Kuwait.  Several boxes containing items such as sandals, laundry 

soap, sun glasses, sun screen, latex gloves, tooth paste, baby wipes, beef jerky, etc. were sent to them in 

Kuwait from Trinity.  We were happy to be able to support our troups and convey to them our gratitude 

for their service.    

 

▪ Provided clothing to the children of the community through two clothing events.  On May 5th 

Trinity hosted the Children’s Clothing Closet for infants to size 4T.  August 10th and 11th Trinity hosted 

First Day – Fresh Impressions for school age children and teens.  (Discipleship Committee) 

 

▪ Prepared meals through our Kitchen Committee.  The Kitchen Committee has continued planning, 

preparing, and serving the Agape Community meals.  Attendance at these monthly meals has averaged 

between 80-100 people.  In addition, the committee prepared and served the Congregational dinner, as 

well as dinners for the funerals of Gloria Miller, Brenda Schaeffer, and Bette Bowman. They also ran the 

food stand at the Discipleship Committee’s annual Scrabble tournament, and helped with Soup Sundays.  

The Kitchen Committee extends their thanks to everyone who has helped in any way with any of their 

endeavors.  (Kitchen Committee) 

 

▪ Organized a Trinity Cookbook fundraiser to benefit BHA projects.  A new project in 2018 for the 

Kitchen Committee was publishing a Trinity Cookbook.  Recipes from congregation members were 

collected, and a cookbook containing 220 recipes was published.  250 copies were ordered and sold.  The 

profit on the cookbooks was $1,054.70, all of which will be used to fund Brethren Housing Association 

(BHA) projects. The Kitchen Committee extends their thanks to everyone who has helped in any way 

with any of their endeavors. (Kitchen Committee)  
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▪ Participated in the Tri-Valley Cross Country Shoe Drive Fundraiser and Service Project.  Thanks 

to the support and generosity of Trinity and the Tri-Valley community, the Tri-Valley Cross Country 

Team and Booster Organization were able to collect 2900 pairs of gently used shoes.  The Cross Country 

Team is a newly sponsored school sport and this collection helped to build a general fund.  The team 

worked with a company called Funds2Orgs.  This company gives the team 40 cents per pound of shoes.  

In turn these shoes are sent to developing countries for people to start small businesses.   

 

▪ Celebrated Harvest Home on October 13th and 14th, by thanking God for all the blessings He has 

provided to us.  To show our thanks, we collected needed items for the Schuylkill Women in Crisis 

Center in Pottsville.  We had two tables full of items for the Center.  They were extremely grateful for 

Trinity’s generosity.  We thank everyone who contributed to this Harvest Home collection.   

 

▪ Collected and sent gift-filled shoe boxes to Operation Christmas Child.  Operation Christmas Child 

uses these shoeboxes to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to children in need around the world.  

On November 18th, members of the Junior Youth Group brought 53 shoeboxes to the front of the 

sanctuary for a blessing.  We thank the Junior Youth Group for participating in this project and all who 

prepared a shoebox.  We pray for God’s love to shine on the children who receive these boxes and for 

our love to reach them.  (Junior Youth Group) 

 

▪ Prepared and served meals for Haven Ministries in Sunbury PA, an ecumenical, nonprofit organization 

providing emergency shelter, food, referral help, and life skills education to homeless families and 

individuals in the Central Susquehanna Valley area. Emergency food is also provided for the near-

homeless population.  (Junior and Senior Youth Group)  

 

▪ Sent care packages to our college students to let them know their church family is thinking of them and 

wishing them well on their finals.   

 

▪ Prepared and distributed Time and Talent Sheets to invite and encourage participation in carrying out 

our mission.  The Time and Talent sheets were reviewed, revised, and distributed.  The 2019 version was 

condensed to reflect the basic needs for worship and committee participation.  (Discipleship Committee) 

 

▪ Supported our Pastor and church staff by discussing ways we can serve, teach and proclaim the word 

of Christ to each other and in the community.  (Staff Support) 

 

We grew closer through fellowship… 
 
▪ Hosted Soup After Service again in February following Saturday evening and Sunday morning worship 

services.  Thank you to all for the soup donations and to those participating in the fellowship.  

(Discipleship Committee)  

 

▪ Hosted Third Annual Scrabble Tournament on March 24th.  Scott Kroh posted brackets again this 

year to keep players and spectators aware of up-to-date standings.  Congratulations to Vernon Schlegel, 

our 2018 Champion!  Members of the congregation generously supported this event with donations of 

food to be sold.  Proceeds went to support Miles to Mend.  (Discipleship and Kitchen Committees) 

 

▪ Shared a delicious spaghetti dinner prepared by our youth.  Everyone who attended our Fourth 

Annual Spaghetti Dinner/Fundraiser on April 22nd enjoyed a delicious meal by our youth and wonderful 

fellowship.  Donations for youth activities totaled $738.  This money was used for the youth mission trip 

to Roanoke, VA where our youth shared God’s love by helping a community in need. Thanks to all who 

helped and attended.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Served refreshments to provide a time of fellowship following baptisms and reception of new members.    

 

▪ Enjoyed TLC’s Got Talent.  After nine years, we were treated once again to a TLC lip sync show on 

Sunday evening, May 20th.  There were 100 of us who enjoyed an evening with great food prepared by 

ScottDee’s catering, great fellowship and awesome entertainment by the Muppets, Andrews Sisters, Oak 
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Ridge Boys, Judds, Van Halen, Brady Bunch and Mom’s William Tell Overture, with guest host Eddie 

Van Halen.  The event raised $223 for the Brethren Housing Association (BHA).   

 

▪ Participated in the Rick Kline Memorial Softball Tournament.  Along with Friedens Hegins and St. 

James, we once again fielded a softball team to play in the Rick Kline Memorial Slow Pitch Softball 

Tournament.  Team Feisty went 1-2 scoring its first ever win in the “Just for Fun” bracket.   

 

▪ Enjoyed Movie Night. Following the Saturday evening worship service on August 18th we enjoyed 

watching the movie “I Can Only Imagine” in the Sanctuary with a brief discussion afterward.  Our new 

screen and video system made this event possible. 

 

▪ Held the Annual Christmas Covered Dish Social.  The Annual Christmas Covered Dish Social was an 

enjoyable evening for all who attended.  We started off with a wonderful variety of delicious dishes.  

Following dinner we were treated to excellent entertainment including our own stand-up comedian, 

musicians, a reading about the birth of Jesus, the 2018 edition of Trinity Family Feud and a visit from 

Santa and Mrs. Claus. A truly delightful evening of food, fun and fellowship. 

 
Teaching  
 

We provided opportunities to learn the Good News of Jesus Christ… 

▪ Held Annual Rally Day on September 8th.  Rally Day is the kick-off to the new Sunday School Year.  

This year’s Sunday School Rally Day was held on Saturday evening.  We had ice cream, games, and all 

kinds of fun for the children.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Taught Sunday School lessons for all ages on Sunday mornings using the Lectionary series, which 

corresponds with the Bible readings during the worship service.  Our Children’s Sunday School program 

is for children ages 2 to 18.  Our Adult Sunday School class met in the Library and used material from 

the Faith Lens series which also corresponds to the lectionary during the worship service.  A big thanks 

to all our teachers, students, and parents for supporting our Christian Education Program.  (Christian 

Education Committee)  

 

▪ Recognized Sunday School students and teachers for their participation in our Sunday School Program.  

We sincerely thank all those who volunteer their time to teach, assist, and those who bring their children 

to participate in what we have planned.  We consider it a privilege to share the truths of our faith with 

our children.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Presented students with Bibles.  On September 10th we presented our two and three year old students 

with a children’s Bible to support them as they begin their faith journeys and Sunday School experience. 

Parents, teachers, and the congregation were asked to do everything they can to help these young 

children learn about God.  We also presented our third and fourth grade students with their own copy of a 

Spark Bible to support them as they continue in their faith journey and Sunday School experience. They 

were encouraged to open their Bible and explore the Word of God.  Sunday School teachers, 

congregation and parents were asked to promise to guide these children as they begin to explore the 

Word of God.  (Christian Education Committee)   

 

▪ Provided a Cradle Roll Program for children from birth until they are ready to start Sunday School in 

the Nursery Class.   The Cradle Roll Program recognizes that our youngest members are also an 

important part of Trinity.  This program shares Christian resources and activities to equip parents of 

newborns to begin the process of faith formation and to help parents provide a God-centered home for 

their families.  The basis for this program is in scripture..”But Jesus called them to himself and said, Let 

the little children come to me, and do not hinder them for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”   

(Luke 18:16).  (Christian Education Committee)   
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▪ Provided the opportunity and a safe place for Elementary School students to explore their faith as part 

of the Junior Youth Group.  The Junior Youth Group is very active and meets weekly every Wednesday 

afternoon for special programs and discussions that guide them in their faith formation.  They also 

helped prepare and serve food at Haven Ministries; toured the Civil War Museum in Harrisburg; set up 

for the monthly Agape Community Meal which involves setting up the tables and chairs and setting the 

tables; sang Christmas carols at Providence Place; helped with the Operation Christmas Child shoebox 

collection.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Traveled with Confirmation Class to Philadelphia.  On the weekend of March 16-18, the confirmation 

class journeyed to the Philadelphia area to learn about several historical churches and many other points 

of interest.  The churches they attended provided the opportunity for students to worship in different 

ways and meet very inspiring faith-filled people.  (Christian Education Committee)   

 

▪ Celebrated Students Receiving their First Communion.    Our Students who completed their First 

Communion instruction received their First Communion on Easter Sunday, April 1st.  They are Stella 

Hall, Summer Klinger, Lydia Rodichok, Ava Kramer, and Gavin Ballay.  It is always very special to 

have communion bread made by these First Communion Students.  We extend our love and support to 

them as they took this very important step in their faith formation.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Celebrated Confirmation.  On May 20th we were happy to welcome Haley Bowman, Samantha Masser, 

Sidney Schley, Alexius Snyder, and Devin Wertz as the newest Baptized and Confirmed members of 

Trinity Lutheran Church.  Each confirmand shared their faith in the Triune God by writing their own 

person statement of faith.  One common theme among the statements was the truth of God being with us 

all throughout our joys and struggles.  (Christian Education Committee)   

 

▪ Installed Acolytes.  On Sunday, September 23rd, we installed those trained as acolytes:  Haley, Shawn, 

and Kyle Bowman, Kora and Lydia Rodichok, Braden and Stella Hall, Callie and Faith Melocheck, 

Samantha and Maxwell Masser, Adelle and Gavin Ballay, Sydney and Espyn Schley, Emma Moore, 

Emma Maurer, Ava Kramer, Ayden Rodichok, Hunter Troutman, Ellie Dunkelberger, Alexius Snyder, 

and Summer Klinger.  We thank them for their help and service to God and want them to know that what 

they do is important and treasured here at Trinity. (Christian Education Committee)   

 

▪ Conducted Vacation Bible School (VBS) in the Valley View Park, June 25-29.  The theme was Rome: 

Paul and the Underground Church.  The 35 children attending VBS learned that God’s love is a gift; 

God’s love changes us; God’s love is always with us; God’s love saves us; and God’s love is worth 

sharing.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Collaborated with Friedens Lutheran Church, Hegins, to provide Summer Day Camp for children 

grades kindergarten through sixth. 

 

▪ Experienced a Mission Trip to Roanoke, Virginia, July 6-9.  Eleven youth and adults from Trinity 

traveled to Roanoke, Virginia on a Mission Trip.  They were part of a group of 39 congregations, over 

400 participants in all from 25 different states. All were working in some capacity at a residence in the 

Roanoke Area doing things like sanding, painting, hanging a door, repairing a handicap ramp and other 

such activities.  Each day they began with worship, followed by going to their work site, worked until 

4:00 (breaking mid-day for lunch and devotions) and returned to the school for dinner and evening 

worship.  They shared stories and talked about how our faith was active during this weekend.  Through 

the experience they learned about God’s love for us and how God encourages us to serve others.  

 

▪ Performed the Annual Nativity Puppet Show.  On Sunday, November 25th we had our 10th annual 

Nativity Puppet Show to prepare for Advent and the Christmas season.  We had a wonderful response for 

readers, puppeteers, and children watching.  After the show, Serta the Lamb asked the kiddos some 

questions about the first Christmas, and they knew every answer.  We were so proud of them and their 

knowledge of the real meaning of Christmas.  (Christian Education Committee) 
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▪ Celebrated the beginning of Advent with our annual Advent Craft Faire.  In keeping with our 

Advent Tradition, we again provided a wonderful Advent Craft Faire for children and adults to celebrate 

the first Sunday in Advent.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Gave Advent Calendars to children during the worship service the first week of Advent. (Christian 

Education Committee) 

 

▪ Sang Carol-Grams to spread Christmas cheer and raise funds for the Mission Trip to Roanoke, VA.  

Members of the congregation were asked to identify someone they would like to receive a Carol-Gram 

and then gave a donation to the Senior Youth Group.  The Senior Youth Group then went to those homes 

and sang the Christmas Carol of their choice.  (Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Sang Christmas Carols to residents at Providence Place by Junior Youth Group.  (Christian Education 

Committee) 

 

▪ Gave booklet on the meaning of Christmas symbols to children during both Christmas Eve services.  

(Christian Education Committee) 

 

▪ Conducted weekly Bible Study where we continued our study of the Gospel of Mark.  (Christian 

Education Committee) 

 

▪ Completed Book Study  From Surviving to Thriving” written by the Rev. Dr. John H. Krahn.  This 

book provided many ideas to help Trinity grow in our ministries and expand involvement in these 

activities. (Christian Education Committee) 
 

Proclaiming  

We worked together to declare our faith in Jesus… 
 
▪ Shared “God Moments” during our worship service.  Pastor Brian asks if anyone has “God 

Moments” to share, and we share where we have seen God active in our lives.  This practice is designed 

to get us all thinking more concretely about how our faith shows up not just on Sunday morning, but 

throughout our lives. 

 

▪ Conducted worship services including: weekly Saturday 6:00 PM service and Sunday 10:30 AM 

service; and a Sunday 7:45 AM service from June to the last Sunday in August.  We also had two 

Christmas Eve services; special services for Music Recognition Sunday with Trinity’s first Polka Service 

on Sunday, April 15th with all hymns and service music set to German or polka tunes; Gospel Service; 

and our first Recovery Service.  (Worship and Music Committee) 

 

▪ Provided Children’s Sermon every Sunday during the worship service because we believe including 

children in the worship service is essential.  We want our children to grow up knowing they are part of 

the body of Christ, worshiping alongside the whole church so they know their presence matters in our 

worship.  Every age matters to God.  (Worship and Music Committee) 

 

▪ Sang our Favorite Hymns.  Members were given the opportunity to request their favorite hymns to be 

sung during the summer services.  Everyone enjoyed singing the old familiar hymns and some popular 

new ones.  (Worship and Music Committee) 

 

▪ Enjoyed our Children’s Palm Sunday and Easter traditions.  We observed Palm Sunday and Easter 

through special traditions that have become part of our observation of this most meaningful time of year.  

On Palm Sunday we had our annual Easter Egg Hunt during the Sunday School Hour.  With snow still 

on the ground from our latest Nor’easter, the Confirmation Class hid the plastic candy-filled eggs in the 

Sanctuary.  During Worship Pastor Brian led the children in a Procession of Palms through the sanctuary 

in remembrance of the welcome of Triumphant Jesus into the city of Jerusalem.  It is always a joy to 
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experience the children re-enacting this procession.  (Worship and Music and Christian Education 

Committees) 

 

▪ Recognized our Graduates.  We recognized our high school and college graduates with a slide show 

and prayers for their safe and successful future endeavors.  Bryce Bossler, Micah Ulicny, and Rebecca 

Witmer graduated from Tri Valley High School, and Jordan Schwalm received her Bachelor of Science 

degree from Bloomsburg University. 

 

▪ Worshipped at the Hegins Park with Friedens to celebrate Day Camp Sunday and see what the Day 

Camp children have been learning and doing throughout the summer.  A covered dish picnic followed 

the service. 

 

▪ Celebrated Worldwide Communion on Saturday night, October 6th and Sunday morning, October 7th.  

Worldwide Communion is a celebration that promotes Christian Unity and ecumenical cooperation.  It is 

a day when we mark the almost universal Christian practice of breaking bread with one another and 

remembering both the night of Jesus’ betrayal and of Jesus’ sacrifice.  (Worship and Music Committee) 

 

▪ Celebrated Reformation with a Joint Service at St James Pitman October 21st.  This year we 

celebrated Reformation by continuing the tradition we started last year, worshipping together with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ from Friedens Hegins and St. James Pitman.  Following the worship service 

we enjoyed lunch and a time for fellowship.  (Worship and Music Committee) 

 

▪ Observed All Saints Sunday, November 4th.  We observed All Saints Sunday by giving thanks to God 

for the lives of saints past and present,  saints being all those who truly follow Christ.  We remembered 

loved ones who have gone to join the Church Triumphant in the past year as we lit a candle in their 

memory, giving thanks to God for their presence with us.  The saints remembered were: 

 

Eleanor Bixler   Bette Bowman   Nick Dunkle 

Florence Kodack  Michael Kodack  Gloria Miller 

Russell Reiner   Brenda Schaeffer  Carol Tallman 

 

▪ Celebrated paying off organ loan from endowment.  During our 10:30 AM Worship Service on 

February 25th we celebrated paying off the organ by burning the organ loan document.  We gave thanks 

to God for leading us through this project.  We asked God to bless our organ and the ministry we can 

provide through it.  Allow us to find ways to use it to glorify Him, share His Love, and His Word.  We 

thank all those who joined together to accomplish this. 

 

▪ Shared the message of Christmas in Trinity’s Children’s Christmas Program.  It is always such a 

joyful celebration of Christmas when we see our children re-enacting the story of Jesus Birth.  We look 

forward to hearing the message they share with us and love seeing them grow in their faith as they 

participate in this program each year.  We are grateful to all who contributed and participated in this 

program.    (Christian Education Committee)   

 

▪ Selected hymns, set up schedule for pianists and organists who provide music for Saturday night and 

Sunday morning worship services.  (Worship and Music Committee) 

 

▪ Scheduled worship participants to participate in worship services including nursery attendants, 

greeters, ushers, lectors, acolytes, crucifers, communion assistants, communion elements presenters, 

communion ware clean up, altar linen care and communion set up.  (Worship and Music Committee) 

 

▪ Provided items used for worship including ordering candles and communion supplies, changing 

paraments and banners seasonally, replacing candles as needed and tending to the weekly hymn board. 

(Worship and Music Committee) 

 

▪ Assisted with baptisms by providing baptism banners; arranging soloists and accompanists for baptism 

song.  (Worship and Music Committee) 
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Just as we care for each other, we took care of our church… 
 
▪ Conducted Congregational Meetings.  We conducted two annual congregational meetings – Winter 

meeting in February to review committee reports from previous year and identify direction for current 

year and second annual meeting in November to elect new Council members and pass the budget.  Also 

at this year’s November Congregational meeting we approved the installation of an air conditioning 

system including removal of the exhaust fan in the sanctuary as the next capital improvement project.  

No work will begin until a specific proposal is presented to and approved by the congregation. A special 

meeting will be convened for this purpose. 

 

▪ Shared information on Congregational Safety in the event of an active shooter following worship on 

January 28th.  Pastor Brian presented information on what to do in the event an active shooter is in your 

vicinity.  An “active shooter” is an individual who is engaged in killing or attempting to kill people in a 

confined and populated area.  While our first reaction is to freeze, it is important to know what to do so 

you can react immediately.  #1 Run - if you are far enough away:  know the escape route.  Make sure you 

are aware of how to exit the sanctuary using the doors behind the choir loft and organ.  Leave your 

belongings.  Help others.  #2:  Hide – if you are too close to run or cannot run: Hide in an area out of 

shooter’s view.  Lock door or block entry to your hiding place.  Silence your phone including vibrate 

mode; #3 Fight – if you are too close to hide. Use as last resort and only when your life is in imminent 

danger.  Attempt to incapacitate shooter.  Act with as much physical aggression as possible.  Improvise 

weapons – hymnals make great projectiles.  For more details, see February 2018 newsletter. 

 

▪ Began a Sharing Relationship with Friedens Lutheran Church, Llewellyn:  As of June 1st, we are 

sharing Pastor Brian’s services with Friedens Lutheran Church, Llewellyn.  The reason for this 

arrangement is that Trinity’s finances and attendance patterns have led to this being a necessity.  Pastor 

Brian gives 84% of his time to Trinity and 16% of his time to Friedens Llewellyn.  This relationship has 

been going well.  Pastor Brian has created several opportunities for both congregations to share events 

together, and it has been very nice getting to know our Brothers and Sisters in Christ from Friedens. 

 

▪ Made salary recommendations to Finance Committee for Pastor, Church Secretary, and Custodian;  

(Staff Support and Property Committee) 

 

▪ Prepared church budget for 2019; presented to Council and congregation for approval.  (Finance 

Committee) 

 

▪ Conducted a Spring Clean up event.   Grounds clean up occurred with heavy trimming back of all 

shrubs located close to the church building and all of the gardens being mulched.  Funds from the Alice 

and Bruce Herb Fund were used to purchase the mulch, and we continue to be grateful for this gift. 

(Property Committee) 

 

▪ Removed and replaced shrubbery.  Shrubbery along the south and east walls of the sanctuary was 

removed and replaced with new plantings.  We are again thankful for the Herb Fund which was used to 

purchase the new plants. (Property Committee) 

 

▪ Obtained proposals for kitchen renovations. Some work was completed by members of the 

congregation and remaining work was completed by outside contractors.  Work by outside contractors 

was paid for using generous donations from memorial funds.  (Property and Kitchen Committees) 

 

▪ Installed one handicap style toilet in the women’s restroom.  (Property Committee) 

 

▪ Had new motor installed in video projector screen due to faulty limit sensor.  (Property Committee) 

 

▪ Cleaned out some of the basement as a result of flooding that occurred in July.  (Property Committee) 
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▪ Had a new suspended ceiling and LED light fixtures installed in the southeast (Bunnies) Sunday 

School Room.  (Property Committee) 

 

▪ Obtained updated proposals for removal of exhaust fans in sanctuary and installation of air 

conditioning units to serve sanctuary, overflow area and both offices.  (Property Committee) 

 

*** If you would like to help with any of the events and activities mentioned above or serve on any of the 

committees, please let Pastor Brian know.  You are welcome to help with events and activities even if you do 

not want to join the committee.  Just choose what you would enjoy doing and how you want to serve.  We 

can always use your help.   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

“Let your light so shine before others  
that they may see your good works  
and glorify your Father in Heaven." 

Matthew 5:16 
 


