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The Newsletter, April 2019 

 
 

Pastor’s Letter 
Grace and Peace to you in the name of the Risen One who we will celebrate on Easter Sunday, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Very recently the check engine light in my Volkswagen came on.  I was worried- I've only had the car 

since 2014, and I am creeping up on 150,000 miles, but I was hoping it would last another year or two- 

but when the code was read, the reason the check engine light came was because there was a system 

update in the computer.   
 

Whew.  Nothing to be terribly alarmed about. 
 

Maybe you've had something like that happen.  The check engine light is never a welcome sight.  Nor is 

a bill that comes to your mailbox that you didn't expect.  Or a might higher bill than you expected.  Or 

news that you didn't want to receive.  Results of a medical test that were different than what you had 

hoped for.   
 

You know, the Easter story is the story of Jesus solving the "check engine" light on the righteousness of 

humankind.  We had proven ourselves sinful time and time again.  Over and over again we as a 

humanity had fallen short of God's law.  When it came down to it, we just couldn't do it.  Israel would 

rebel over and over again.  Kings would come and go, most of them remembered for nothing more than 

corruption and reigns marked by controversy.   
 

The "check engine" light on humanity was on.  Then comes Jesus.  And in one sacrificial act on the 

cross, Jesus shows us how much he loves us.  He shows us how much God the Father loves us.  And in 

that, we are saved.   
 

It's very easy to fall into the trap of thinking that our faith is about our actions.  I'm not saying that our 

actions aren't important- but we are Lutherans, and we don't believe in works righteousness.  Our 

righteousness is due to Jesus and Jesus alone.  However, our actions are in response to a loving God 

who died on the cross for the sake of the world.   
 

This past month, we completed our third apartment for a homeless family as part of our continuing work 

with Brethren Housing Association.  We fulfilled two requests for assistance through our Miles to Mend 

program.  We worked hard to raise money so that members of our congregation can go to Cincinnati 

this summer and work out God's love in a different context.  This is what God makes possible through 

the cross.   
 

There are smaller things that are important, too.  I see you do them every day.  I see you when you do 

acts of kindness for your neighbor, when you share love with someone who is hurting, when members 

of our congregation keep in touch with those who are homebound or going through a 

hospitalization.  All of those things are ways in which we work our God's sacrificial love in the world.   
 

Let us continue to do this for those we know and those we don't.  The world needs more of it every day! 
 

See you along the way,  

Pastor Brian 
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TRINITY… SERVING, TEACHING, AND PROCLAIMMING  
 

 

 

 

Baptism of Pearce Bixler:  Pearce Bixler, a member of the Tri Valley Class of 

2017, asked about being baptized, having not been baptized as an infant.  He 

made public profession of his faith and was therefore baptized at Trinity on 

Saturday, March 9th.  We welcome Pearce as a fellow worker with us. We 

extend our love and support to him as he grows in his knowledge and faith in 

the Word of God.   

 

Girl Scout Sunday: Sunday, March 17th we welcomed Girl Scouts, leaders, and parents to worship with 

us on Girl Scout Sunday.  We are happy to be their sponsoring organization, and we thank them for 

coming and taking part in our service.  It was truly a pleasure to have them worship with us on this 

special day.   

 

Soup After Service:  Our second Soup After Service was held on Saturday, March 9th and Sunday, 

March 10th.  It was a nice time of fellowship.  There were many kinds of soup and all were delicious! 

 

Spaghetti Dinner:  Our Annual Spaghetti Dinner was held on Sunday, March 10th.  We had a delicious 

spaghetti dinner, a great slide show of last year’s mission trip to Roanoke VA and introduction to 

Cincinnati, and a very pleasant time of fellowship.  Donations for this year’s mission trip to Cincinnati 

totaled $614.  We thank everyone who attended and contributed to the mission trip. 

 

Agape Community Meal:  Our March Agape Meal was held on March 13th.  We have a list of 19 shut-

ins to whom we deliver Agape meals.  If you know of a shut-in who would appreciate a warm meal on 

the second Wednesday of each month, please let the Kitchen Committee know.  We’ll be glad to add 

their names to the list!  

 

Miles to Mend:  In the month of March, we fulfilled two requests for Miles to Mend support.  Do you 

know of someone who could use extra help for gas so that they can drive to ongoing appointments for 

medical treatment?  Please feel free to nominate them using the forms located in the office entrance at 

the church building.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Brethren Housing Association:  Our third "Adopt An Apartment" was 

completed March 14th.  By hard work and generous support from the 

members of Trinity, a four bedroom BHA apartment was cleaned and 

furnished to prepare a home for a homeless mom and her five children. 

Thank you to everyone for your efforts, commitment, generosity and 

dedication in completing this huge endeavor.  We are called to help those 

less fortunate, God's hand was surely evident in this project.  
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Tree of Life Leaves:  The following leaves were added to our Tree of Life: 

 For God’s Glory, Fayne, Susan & Sommer Sallada 

 In Loving Memory of Jean Bair, Devoted Sunday School Teacher for 50 years.  “Share what you 

have.” Dave & Deb Bair 

 In Honor of the Baptism of Briella Rayne Spotts, February 3, 2018 

 In Celebration of the Marriage of Caity & Tino Mangine 

 In Celebration of the Marriage of Jenny & Pat Moore 

 In Celebration of Our Grandchildren by Deb & Bill Conrad 

 In Memory of Gerry & Len Conrad and Pat Conrad Peterson 

 

 

 

 

 

Hegins Valley Food Closet:  The Food Closet Item for April is 

Green Beans.  Please donate all varieties of Green Beans in April 

by putting them in the cupboard of the overflow room.  All of your 

donations will be added to the collection for the Food Closet at St. 

John's United Methodist Church in Hegins. 

 

 

 
Midweek Lenten Schedule:  Services and events as we await the Risen Lord!  

Come and join us for the 2019 Midweek Lenten Schedule.  The theme for this year is “Scriptures from 

Side B”, where each sermon is based on a less other than the Gospel for that week.   

 April 3:   Trinity Lutheran Church, Pastor Ray Holland preaching 

 April 10:  St. James Lutheran Church, Pastor Brian Beissel preaching 

 April 18:  Maundy Thursday service at Trinity at 7:30 PM 

 April 19:  Good Friday Cross Walk beginning at St. Andrews at 12:00 noon 

  April 19:  Good Friday Community Service at Frieden’s UCC, Hegins, 7:00 PM 

 April 21:  Easter Sunrise Service at St Andrews UMC, 6:30 AM 

 April 21:  Easter Service at 10:30 AM at Trinity  

 

Chili CookOff, March 30th:  Chili-makers, come and compete!  On Saturday, March 30th, we will be 

hosting a Chili Cookoff to raise money for this summer’s mission trip to Cincinnati.  The cost is $10 to 

enter and compete, and $5 to taste and cast your ballot. All tasters attending will vote, and there will be 

extra food also for sale such as hot dogs and baked goods.  The event will begin at 12 noon and last 

until all bellies are full. 

 

What’s Happening in 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/481181541409631314/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwji7PjmivjSAhUo4IMKHba8ANIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/holy-week/&psig=AFQjCNEBeKwenW_07csKqF2wlRe1BzxjtQ&ust=1490752102944777
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Breakfast with the Bible, April 6th:  All are invited to join us on April 6th at 

8:00 AM at Cracker Barrel in Frackville for Breakfast with the Bible.  We 

will have breakfast with members from Friedens Lutheran in Llewellyn, 

followed by an informal sharing of our faith using scripture with Pastor 

Brian. Come with hungry bellies and a desire to hear the Word! 

 

Trinity Grounds Clean up, Saturday, April 6th:   Join us for the annual spring congregational clean up 

of our church grounds on Saturday, April 6th from 8:00 AM to noon. Bring your broom, rake, shovel 

and wheel barrow.  Please take a few hours of your time to lend a hand.  The more people we have, the 

less time it will take. 

 

 

 

Agape Community Meal, April 10th:  April’s Agape Table Meal will be held 

on April 10th at 5:30.  The menu includes shepherd’s pie, pepper cabbage, 

applesauce, rolls, and dessert.  We are still looking for serving/clean up 

help.  If you can help, please sign the sheet in the back of the sanctuary, or 

contact Cindy Kramer or Sherry McDonald. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fill the Pews, Sunday, April 28th:  Back by popular demand on Music 

Sunday, April 28th at 10:30 – Trinity’s Polka Service!  All hymns and 

service music will be set to German or polka tunes.  This will also be Fill 

the Pew Sunday, so invite everyone you know to join us as we gather to 

worship the Lord with this joyful music!  We are also looking for special 

music for Music Sunday’s service.   If you have special music to offer for 

this service, please let Cindy Kramer know no later than April 

4th.  (Special music DOES NOT need to be polka music!) 
 

 

You’re Invited to an Organ Concert at Friedens, Llewellyn, April 28th:  As part of their 200th 

anniversary year celebrations, Frieden’s Lutheran Church Llewellyn (GPS address: 54 Church Road, 

Pottsville) presents F. Allen Artz, III organist in recital on the Second Sunday of Easter April 28, 2019 

at 3:00 PM - “Celebrating Our Lutheran Heritage for 200 Years in Branch Township, PA through Organ 

Music and Song”.  There will be a freewill offering with all proceeds used for the continued mission and 

ministry of Friedens Church. A reception of light refreshments follows the concert in the Church House 

next door. Handicapped accessible for concert and reception. 

 

 

Pizza Sale:  We are selling pizzas and hoagies to support our Cincinnati mission 

trip.  The cost is $8 for a 14” hoagie and $9 for a 12” pizza.  There is a form 

placed on the bulletin board in the overflow, see any of the mission trip 

participants, or call the church office at 570-682-9373.  If you would like to sell 

some to support the mission trip, forms are available.  See Pastor Brian or Lillie 

Morgan for more information. 

 

 

Donations Needed for Palm Sunday Egg Hunt:  During Sunday School on Palm Sunday, the 

Christian Education Committee will again be having our Easter Egg Hunt.  We would greatly appreciate 
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any donations of candy to fill the plastic Easter eggs.  If you would like to donate, please have your 

donation to the church by April 14th.  You can put it on the glass case in the Narthex.  Thank you!  
 

 

 

Pick Your Favorite Hymns:  The Worship & Music Committee would 

like YOU to pick our hymns for the worship services this summer.  There is 

a paper on the glass case in the Narthex you can use to list the names of 

hymns you would like to sing during worship in June, July, and August.  

Now’s the time to let us know your favorite hymns! 

 

Youth Group Activity:  On April 17th, the Junior Youth Group will be traveling to Haven Ministry in 

Sunbury and making sandwiches for the residents there.   

 

April 24th will be our annual Pizza Party at a place to be announced!  This will take place during our 

normal meeting time. 

 

May 1st will be our annual trip, this year to the Lehigh Valley Zoo.  We will leave at 9:00 AM and 

return to Valley View at around 4:30.   

 

May 8th will be the last Youth Group meeting of the year, where we will wrap up our time together and 

prepare the tables for that night's community meal. 

 

We are in need of drivers for both the 17th and the 1st.  The event on April 17th will begin after school 

at 2:30 and will return to Valley View at 5.  The event on May 1st will begin at the church at 9:00 and 

return to Valley View at around 4:30. If anyone is available to drive for those events, please see Pastor 

Brian. 

 

Pastor Brian is looking at coordinating a Youth Group trip to Gettysburg for Friday, June 14.  A sheet 

will be hung on the bulletin board for youth to sign up so that we can see if there is interest.   

 

Spring Newsletter, Brethren Housing Association (BHA):  This year, BHA is celebrating 30 years of 

building a future with hope for families experiencing homelessness.  With the help and support of many 

who have invested in the work of BHA, the number of people's lives touched and the quality of services 

provided has grown.  Twenty-two apartments have been acquired and renovated on Hummel Street in 

Harrisburg and help given to over 1000 adults and children. 

 

Take a minute to read the spring newsletter, sharing what's happening on Hummel Street and 

information about upcoming fundraisers. It's posted on the easel in the rear of the sanctuary. 

 

Contemporary Service:   Pastor Brian is in the midst of formulating a task force to look at restarting 

our contemporary service.  We hope to meet during the summer so that we can restart these services this 

coming fall. 

 

Bible Study:  Bible Study of the Gospel of Mark continues on Mondays at 9:30 AM in the 

library.  Everyone is welcome.  And bring a friend!   

 

Mission Trip to Cincinnati for Youth and Adults, July 14-20th:  The dates for this mission trip are 

July 14-20, 2019.  The trip is open to youth age 12 and up AND adults. Here’s how we will serve in 

Cincinnati… 
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 Assist a feeding ministry that serves over 8,000 meals to kids across Northern Kentucky and 

Cincinnati daily.  We will help prepare food for kids as well as interacting with these kids in games 

and arts and crafts. 

 Help with day-to-day needs of a Christian camp including helping in the kitchen with meal service, 

cleaning, filling water coolers, painting and landscaping. 

 Brighten senior’s day at the elderly center.  We will visit, do yard work, wash windows, plant 

flowers, lead sing-a-longs and exercises and do some light painting. 

 Teach inner city girls dance.  Mentor these girls through dance, no experience needed-you’ll get 

lessons. 

 Assist with planning and implementation of a youth program for ages 6-13, including creative arts, 

physical education, education, devotions and lunch. 

 Bring lunch to a park for children that have been identified as living in poverty.  We will also have 

the opportunity to read and do other activities with these children. 

A non-refundable deposit of $50 is due ASAP to secure your spot.  If you are interested or have 

questions, please contact Pastor Brian. 

 

Portable DVD Players Needed:  We are hoping to get DVDs of our services out to homebound 

members.  As part of this, we would like to collect DVD players so that we can drop off a player with 

the service loaded.  If you have an old portable DVD player you aren’t using, we are asking that you 

might donate it for this use so that we can include our homebound members with our Sunday Worship. 

 

DVD Service Delivery: To help keep our shut-ins feeling part of our church family, we will be 

delivering DVDs of our worship services with a player to our shut-ins.  We are looking for volunteers to 

help with the delivery.  All you need to do is drop off the DVD and player, pick it back up when they 

are done watching, and then take it back to the church.  If you are willing to participate, please speak to 

Pastor Brian. 

 

   about Easter Vigil? 
Perhaps you have seen advertised that other congregations are having an Easter Vigil service, and you 

have been curious as to what this is.   

 

Easter Vigil is different than an Easter Sunrise service or an Easter Morning service.  First of all, it takes 

place on a Saturday night, not Sunday morning. 

 

In the Early Church, Easter Vigil was when people would be baptized and when people would officially 

join the church.  The Gospel lesson read for that service was rather long- it encompassed the narrative of 

the Last Supper into the end of Matthew's Gospel.   

 

Today, many Lutheran churches, in addition to Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox among others, 

do indeed celebrate this service.  There is often a movement that happens- the service begins with a 

great light, sometimes signified by a bonfire, which then leads into a number of scripture readings 

which then gives way to a prayer service, and then the evening concludes with communion.   

 

Would you like to see us try an Easter Vigil service next year?  Let Pastor Brian know! 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj38O6Ll8nKAhXFPz4KHePOCYUQjRwIBw&url=http://goldvend.org/25447-question-mark-clipart-animated/&psig=AFQjCNGhgIhiC8Ze7q1HTNK11J_8FNeU4g&ust=1453956050965217
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Save the Dates 
 

Dates Events 

March 30, 2019 Chili Cookoff, 12 noon, fundraiser for mission trip 

April 3, 2019 Midweek Lenten Service at Trinity Lutheran Church, Pastor Ray 

Holland preaching 

April 6, 2019 Breakfast with the Bible, 8:00 AM, Cracker Barrel in Frackville 

April 6, 2019 Congregation Clean up of TLC Grounds, 8 AM to noon 

April 10, 2019 Agape Community Meal, 5:30 PM 

April 10, 2019 Midweek Lenten Service at St. James Lutheran Church, Pastor Krista 

Kiesling preaching 

April 18, 2019 Maundy Thursday Service at Trinity 

April 19, 2019 Good Friday Cross Walk beginning at St. Andrews 

April 19, 2019 Good Friday Community Service, Frieden’s UCC, Hegins 

April 21, 2019 Easter Sunrise Service, St. Andrews UMC 

April 21, 2019 Easter Service, 10:30 at Trinity 

April 28, 2019 Fill the Pew, Polka Music, and Music Recognition Sunday 

April 28, 2019 Organ Concert at Friedens, Llewelyn at 3:00 PM 

May 1, 2019 Youth Group trip to Lehigh Valley Zoo 

May 8, 2019 Last Youth Group meeting 

June 1, 2019 Hot Dog Drive-In from 7:00 AM – noon; fundraiser for mission trip 

June 17-21, 2019 Vacation Bible School at the Valley View Park 

July 14-20, 2019 Mission Trip: Trinity’s mission trip to Cincinnati.  This trip is open to 

youth age 12 and up AND adults.  A non-refundable deposit of $50 is 

due ASAP to secure your spot.   

August 3, 2019 Chinese Auction; fundraiser for mission trip 

August 2019 First Day Fresh Impressions:  The Discipleship Committee will be 

hosting the Fresh Impressions Event again in August.  This program 

helps families prepare for the next school year.  From June to August 

we will be collecting new and gently-used clothing for children from 

kindergarten to high school senior. 

 

Important Reminders  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  - Everyone Welcome! 

 Saturday Evenings, 6:00 PM  

 Sunday Mornings, 10:30 AM  

Contemporary Service – 6:00 PM.  After a long, heartfelt discussion and period of 

discernment, we have decided to put the contemporary service on haitus until we can 

properly restructure our praise band.  If anyone knows of any musicians who would 

love to use their gifts to serve God in this capacity, please see Pastor Brian.   

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png&imgrefurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png.html&h=158&w=116&tbnid=hTFEkr9FfQkC7M:&docid=oKg2cBfEGq2asM&ei=FmvNVaiyAYKWyAS59KDoAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CIABEDMoRzBHahUKEwiolYP62qfHAhUCC5IKHTk6CB0
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sabecorse.net/Worship_with_us.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sabecorse.net/worshiptimes.htm&h=256&w=433&tbnid=DtfMFU0ClxoZ2M:&docid=HbrToutDkDG0aM&ei=u8avVs-sDcrr-AGs_oeABQ&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwiP9piRutfKAhXKNT4KHSz_AVA4ZBAzCFgoVTBV
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Contact Us: 

 Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 153, 1220 West Maple Street Valley View, PA 17983 

 Office Phone: (570) 682-9373 

 Visit us on the web at: www.TrinityintheValley.com  

 Email address for Trinity:  TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com  

 Follow us on Facebook 
 

Pastor Brian’s Contact Information: 

 Church office:  570-682-9373 

 Pastor Brian’s cell phone:  570-516-1787 
 

Pastor Brian’s Office Hours:   

 Mondays  - 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM  

 Pastor Brian is also available by appointment 
 

Church Secretary’s Office Hours:  Lillie will be in the office on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 

evenings from 5:00 to 8:00 PM.  Bulletin deadline is Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM for the current 

week’s bulletin.  Bulletins will be available for folding from late Thursday evening on.  If you need 

anything at a time other than Lillie’s regular hours, please let her know at 570-682-9373 (office) or  

570-682-8217 (home).   

 

Pastoral Visitation:  Due to health privacy laws, hospitals do not automatically call the church office to 

tell us when our members are hospitalized.  If you or someone in your family is hospitalized, please call 

Pastor Brian to ensure a pastoral visit.  Pastor Brian strives to visit members in nursing homes at least 

once every six weeks.  If you feel your loved one would benefit from more frequent pastoral 

visitation, please contact Pastor Brian.    
 

Community Aid Bins:  The two Community Aid bins at the west end of the parking lot are waiting for 

donations.   Trinity receives 3 cents per pound back for whatever is donated which in turn is used to 

support our Miles to Mend Program.  The items we donate support Community Aid’s mission.  

 

Newsletter Distribution:  Please call the church office at 570-682-9373 to let Lillie know if you would 

like to receive the newsletter via email or U.S. mail or if you would prefer a LARGE PRINT version.  

You may also pick up a copy inside the office entrance or on the shelving unit to the right of the glass 

case across from the Nursery classroom. 

 

Tree of Life:  Leaves in honor or memory of loved ones or special events such as weddings, 

confirmations, baptisms are still available.  The cost is $60 per leaf with proceeds designated for 

Christian Education.  If interested, please complete a Leave Your Legacy form for each leaf. 

 

 

 

Sunday School for all ages:  Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM (PLEASE NOTE TIME 

CHANGE.) 
 

 Children’s Sunday School:  Sunday School for our children ages 2 to 18 is held 

every Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10:15 AM.  There are classes for Nursery; 

Kindergarten-2nd Grades; 3rd -4th Grades; Pre-teens (5th-6th Grades); Confirmation; 

and Teens (Post Confirmation). 
 

 Adult Sunday School:  Our adult discussion Sunday School Class is held every 

Sunday morning 9:30 to 10:15 AM in the church library.  The class uses the weekly 

Faith Lens curriculum for discussion of scripture as it relates to current events.   
 

http://www.trinityinthevalley.com/
http://www.trinityinthevalley.com/
mailto:TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com
mailto:TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZn6qO9ZrLAhUJjz4KHdENDVAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/sunday-school-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNH8C6jNDCaVdJWvs081zIND6Baimg&ust=1456764325188518
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Electronic Online Donations:  Online contributions can be debited automatically from your checking 

or savings account, or processed using your credit or debit card.  Vanco Payment Solutions is the 

administrator of the Simply Giving Program endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union.  To 

participate, please contact Alex Zimmerman at 570-617-3911 or Pastor Brian.  

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries: To help celebrate birthdays and wedding anniversaries, we would like to 

project pictures on the screen at the time of singing.  Anyone interested should submit a photo two 

weeks ahead of the date.  Just give it to Pastor Brian, Lillie, or put it in the door of the church office.  

Surprise your loved one with a photo from the past!  

 

AmazonSmile: Don’t forget about the contribution Amazon will make on your behalf when you 

designate Trinity as the recipient charity on AmazonSmile.  AmazonSmile is a website operated by 

Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. When you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 

products to the charitable organization of your choice.  Trinity is registered with the AmazonSmile 

program to receive donations from Amazon when purchases are made from Amazon accounts.  To shop 

at AmazonSmile enter smile.amazon.com in the web browser on your computer or mobile device.  To 

choose Trinity as the recipient, enter “Lutheran Church Valley View” (do not enter PA) in the charity 

search box.  Trinity Lutheran Church Valley View PA should appear after you press enter. 
 

 

 

 

"God proves his love for us in 

that while we still were sinners 

Christ died for us." 

Romans 5:8 

 
God’s Work, Our Hands  

 

Mission Statement Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and is called 

to carry on the serving, teaching, proclaiming ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ to all people through 

our life as a congregation and through our daily lives as individual Christians.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi

