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The Newsletter, August 2019 

 
 

Pastor’s Letter 
Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen! 
  
"Where's Daddy?" 
 
That's what I keep hearing as I type this article.  It's relatively early on a Thursday morning.  I woke up in 
the bedroom and moved over to the computer so that I could type this letter and other pieces for the 
newsletter.  In the meantime, Timmy and Michelle both woke up, and Michelle hurried Timmy downstairs 
because she knew I had work to do. 
  
"Where's Daddy?" 
  
"He's upstairs, Timmy.  He has work to do.  Leave him alone." 
  
Thus begins the process.  Timmy shows up, I play with him a little bit, I go back to type this, Michelle takes 
him back downstairs.  Lather, rinse, repeat. 
  
In those moments when he sneaks back up, we are racing trucks, or we are fixing pretend wounds, or we are 
Spider-Man and the Hulk saving the world from the bad guys.  Then I'm supposed to get back to this 
computer and have wise words for all of you who are reading this.   
  
Let me give this a shot. 
  
This whole process makes me think about the importance of play, or in a more general sense, the importance 
of recreation.  It's summer, and many of us have either been on vacation or perhaps we might go on one, but 
I even think about how sometimes we make that process more work than maybe it should be.   
  
In Luke's Gospel, Jesus spends a large amount of time at social gatherings.  He is always in the middle of 
celebrations and festivals, probably more than in any of the other Gospels.  Is Luke trying to tell us 
something?  In a general sense, those were times of play, or times of recreation, for those in Jesus' culture. 
  
How much time do you set aside for play?  I think those moments of play are holy moments.  We get to 
relax and unwind and just simply be (some of us have a hard time doing that).  We discover things about 
ourselves and our relationships with others there.  We might even discover God waiting there for us.  
  
Our work is important, don't get me wrong.  But as the summer winds down, find that time where you can 
relax yourself and find God in the midst.   
  
See you along the way.  I'm going to go play with some trucks with my kid for a few minutes before I head 
out for the day. 
  
Pastor Brian 
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In Sympathy:  We note with sorrow the death of William Fetterolf, father of Tim Fetterolf, and offer 
our prayers and sympathies to Tim, JoEllen, Brenna and the entire Fetterolf family. 

 
TRINITY… SERVING, TEACHING, AND PROCLAIMMING  

 

     
 

 

Baptism of Lincoln Jeremy Wilkinson, July 7th,:  Lincoln Jeremy Wilkinson, 
son of Paige Wilkinson, was baptized on July 7th.  We welcome Lincoln as a 
fellow worker with us. We extend our love and support to him as he grows in 
his knowledge and faith in the Word of God.   

 
Summer Worship Services:  From June to Labor Day Weekend, Pastor Brian will conduct an early 
service on Sunday mornings at 7:45 AM as the well as the regular 10:30 AM service.  So there will be 
three opportunities to worship during this time: Saturday 6 PM, Sunday 7:45 AM, Sunday 10:30 AM.  
 
Summer Sunday School:  There will be no summer Sunday School classes.  Sunday School for all 
ages will resume in the fall.  Pastor Brian will continue to include a children’s sermon during the    
10:30 AM worship service. 
 

 

 
Agape Community Meal:  The Kitchen Committee wants to thank Tom 
Miller and Phyllis Klouser for donating the ground beef for July’s Agape 
meal.  We sincerely appreciate your generosity. 
 

 
Highlights of Our Mission Trip:  On Sunday, July 14th, Our Mission Trip team gathered at 6:00 AM 
to drive out to LifeStream Christian Church in Batavia, Ohio, a suburb of Cincinnati to participate in 
Group Mission Trip's Week of Hope. 
  
After arriving at our site at around 3:45, we were sorted into crews with the 80 other participants from 
churches from all around the country and given our responsibilities for the week. 
  
One group, including Lillie and Elijah Morgan, worked every day with a local nursing home, playing 
games with residents, cleaning parts of the facility, and participating in their daily life. 
  
Another group, including Blaine and Alex Morgan, Pam Ulicny, James Malek, and Pastor Brian worked 
every day at Matthew 25, an international aid organization, where they sorted clothes, mixed paint for 
people in third world countries, and inspected donations for use. 
  
A third group, including Micah Ulicny and Travis Snyder, worked at the Boys and Girls Club at Greater 
Cincinnati, where they spent time with underserved youth, playing games with them and also helping to 
paint a logo on the premises. 
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A fourth group, including Kylene Kroh and Kristin, Hunter, and Hogan Troutman, worked at Trinity 
United Methodist Church, where they prepared food that was delivered to people in need throughout the 
greater Cincinnati area. 
  
Other groups participated in a Gospel Dance ministry and a ministry that provided a free block party 
daily.   
  
Through the work of these 93 participants in total, thousands of people were touched by these ministries 
and the people who worked in them.  Each day began with a morning devotion and ended with a chapel 
service.  In doing this, those of us from Trinity who participated found our faith deepened and our eyes 
opened to the possibilities of what God is calling us to do. 
  
We would like to thank the congregation for supporting us in the mission, and we will be planning a 
time to gather in which we could answer questions and vision what this kind of activity could look like 
for us in years to come. 
 
Miles to Mend:  In July, one request for Miles to Mend aid was fulfilled.  Please remember that you can 
nominate anyone from the Tri-Valley School District who has to travel for ongoing medical care. 
Nomination forms can be found in the office entrance of the church building. 
 
Update on the Air Conditioning Project:  Air conditioning has been installed in the sanctuary, 
overflow, Pastor’s office and secretary’s office.  YAY!!!!  It is wonderful worshipping in the air-
conditioned sanctuary, meeting in the air-conditioned overflow, and working in the air-conditioned 
offices.   
 

 
A Thank You note from Tri-Valley Charities… Dear Members of Trinity Lutheran Church,     
On behalf of Tri-Valley Charities, I want to thank you for your Lenten offering to benefit this worthy 
cause.  This organization benefits families in our area suffering with financial hardships.  Thanks 
again, Sincerely, Pat Miller Treasurer. 
 
A Thank You note from Camp Dragonfly…Dear Friends at Trinity Lutheran Church, On behalf 
of Camp Dragonfly Staff, volunteers and campers, we want to extend our appreciation for your very 
generous gift. This year 41 children participated in Camp Dragonfly.  We had two great weekends – 
the campers learned a lot about their grief and new ways of coping.  We also had a lot of fun!  
Thanks again for your very generous support.  Camp Dragonfly Staff.  [The donation was made 
possible through funds from the Clint Bixler Fund.] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mail Box 
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Hegins Valley Food Closet: The item to be collected in August for 
the Food Closet is Green Beans.  Bring any of that item, and any 
other donations you might have, to the cupboard in the overflow 
where they will then be added to the collection at St. John's United 
Methodist Church in Hegins.    
 
The Food Closet has been helping people in our community for 
over 30 years.  Anyone who is a resident of the Tri-Valley area is 
eligible to receive food from the food closet.  There are no forms to 
complete or information to submit.  If you know of anyone who 
would benefit from receiving food from the Food Closet, have them 
contact Cory Wolfgang at 570-682-9036. 

 

 

 
Pill Bottle Donations:  We will be collecting used pill bottles from old 
prescriptions to send to Matthew 25 Project in Blue Ash, OH, where they will 
be sent to third world countries for use there.  Before donating, please remove 
labels and wash out the bottles.  Bottle can be placed in the box marked “Pill 
Bottles” located in the overflow.  Note:  This is one of the places that we 
helped while on the mission trip. 

 
 
Day Camp Sunday, August 4th :  On Sunday, August 4th we will have a joint worship service in the 
Hegins Park with Friedens Hegins to celebrate the Friedens Trinity Day Camp Program.  A covered 
dish social will follow the worship service.  Friedens-Trinity Day Camp runs from the week after school 
ends until August 9th.  The Camp is held at Friedens Hegins and provides Bible lessons, activities, 
swimming at the Tri-Valley Community Pool, and weekly trips for the 21 campers enrolled each week.  
The theme this year learning and practicing kindness and the Golden Rule. The program is very popular 
as many of the weeks have a waiting list.  The three counselors this year are Lizzie Otto, Micah Ulicny, 
and Emily Bowman. 
 
Fresh Impressions FREE Back to School Shopping Event, August 10th :  Trinity Lutheran Church 
will be holding our annual FREE Back to School Shopping Event on Saturday, August 10th in the 
church overflow from 9:00 AM to 12 noon.  The event is open to all school-age children from 
Kindergarten to high school senior.  Please share and spread to word.   
 
Hot Dog Drive-Thru, August 11th:  On Sunday, August 11th from 11:30 to 2:00 there will be a hot dog 
drive-thru held in Trinity’s semi-circle drive at the east end of the building.  For $1.00 you can purchase 
a hot dog and bottle of water.  Funds raised will help to defray the cost of the 2019 Mission Trip.   
 

 

 
Agape Community Meal, August 14th:  August’s Agape Community Meal will 
be held Wednesday, August 14, at 5:30.  This month’s menu includes 
hamburgers/buns, chips, and dessert.  Please join us! 
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Breakfast with the Bible, August 17th:  Come and join us on August 17th at 8:00 
AM!  We will gather in the Fellowship Hall to have Breakfast and a Bible study to 
follow.  Our friends from Friedens Lutheran Church in Llewellyn will be along 
with us as we share in food and faith together. 
 

 

 

 
Chancel Choir rehearsal resumes on Thursday, August 22nd  
at 7:30 PM.  If you like to sing, please join us.  Everyone grade  
7-adult is welcome.  No tryouts required!    
 

 
Brethren Housing Association (BHA) 30th Anniversary Celebration, October 10th:  Please help to 
build a future with hope for families experiencing homelessness by purchasing tickets for BHA's 30th 
Anniversary Annual Celebration.  
  
When: October 10, 2019, Doors open at 5:30 pm  
Where: Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey Hotel 4650 Lindle Road Harrisburg, 17111 
What: Dinner, Silent Auction, and a program highlighting the mission of BHA 
  
Members of the Discipleship Committee attended last year’s event and heard mothers and children tell 
their stories of how the programs at Brethren Housing Association helped them become successful in 
providing for their families and reaching the goals set when entering the program.  Tickets are 
$45.00.  Please contact Sherry McDonald (570 573-6820) if you are interested in attending. 

 
Rally Day, September 8th:  Rally Day, the first Sunday of the new Sunday School year, will be held on 
Sunday September 8th.  For this date only, we will start at 9:00 AM.  For Rally Day, an animal 
program is being planned.  After Rally Day, Sunday School will begin at 9:30 AM.  
 
Youth Group Activity:  Registration forms for this coming year's youth group are available in the 
office entrance as of August 3rd.  Please spread the news around the community, as we are unable to 
distribute forms through elementary school classrooms as of this year.  The first session for youth group 
will be September 18th! 
 
Contemporary Service:   Our Task Force has met, and we are planning to restart our Contemporary 
Service with a special event!  Come and join us on Sunday, September 29th at 6:00 PM.  We will 
gather to sing many of our favorite Contemporary Songs, have a scriptural reflection in the middle, and 
then conclude with some refreshments!  All are invited. 
 
Bible Study:  Bible Study will be finishing up our study of Mark, then moving on to the "Faithful 
Discussions" format in August where we will talk about contemporary church issues led by videos and 
other media.  No Bible Study on Labor Day, September 2nd.  Then on September 9th, we will return by 
discussing Luke!  Come and join us on Monday mornings at 9:45 AM.  For the remaining Mondays in 
August, we will meet in the air-conditioned Overflow! 
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Friedens Lutheran Llewellyn 200th Anniversary Celebration Continues:  Friedens Llewellyn has  
several more events planned to celebrate their 200th year, and we are invited to be part of their 
celebration … • Summer Concert by “After Hours” Band, August 11th – On Sunday afternoon, August 11th, there 

will be an Outdoor Concert by After Hours (Big Band) beginning at 4:00 PM and Church Picnic/BBQ at 
5:00 PM with more music following. • Homecoming/Harvest Home, October 13th - On Sunday afternoon, October 13th, there will be a 
Service of Holy Communion at 1:00 PM and immediately following the service there will be a 
Fellowship/Remembrances/Reunion Gathering in the Upstairs Sunday School rooms and then a sit-
down catered dinner in the Social Hall at 2:45 PM. 

 
Needed – Redner’s Receipts:  As you know, the money we receive from our Redner’s Receipts is the 
main source of funds for our Miles to Mend program.  The number of receipts we are receiving has 
decreased significantly.  We hope that you will continue to bring in your receipts so we can use the 
money we receive to support our outreach ministries.   
 
Wanted! Special Music for Summer Worship Services:  Anyone who sings, plays an instrument or is 
learning to sing or play an instrument or knows someone who signs or plays an instrument is invited to 
provide special music for our summer worship services.  We’d love for you to share your special talent 
with us.  A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board.   
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries: To help celebrate birthdays and wedding anniversaries, we would like to 
project pictures on the screen at the time of singing.  Anyone interested should submit a photo two 
weeks ahead of the date.  Just give it to Pastor Brian, Lillie, or put it in the door of the church office.  
Surprise your loved one with a photo from the past! 
 
DVD Service Delivery: To help keep our home-bound members feeling part of our church family, we 
want to deliver DVDs of our worship services to them.  We are looking for volunteers to help with the 
delivery.  All you need to do is drop off the DVD each week. We are trying to secure a DVD player or 
electronic tablet for each home-bound member so they can keep it with them and watch at their 
convenience.  Maybe you want to find a partner and divide up the weekly delivery between the two of 
you.  If you are willing to participate individually or as a team, please speak to Pastor Brian. 
 

   about Group Mission Trips? 
For the past two years, members of Trinity Lutheran Church have been going on Mission trips that have 
been conducted by Group Mission Trips.  Here is information about the company itself. 
  
Group Mission Trips started in 1977 by offering one Mission Trip, and that trip was to Loveland, 
Colorado, which had just been hit with a devastating flood.  After that first year, the idea was to repeat 
the experience, adding more sites along the way.  There are now sites as close as Reading but as far 
away as Fairbanks, Alaska. 
  
In 1982, the first International Work Camp took place, in Juarez, Mexico.  Currently, Group runs 
international trips all over the globe, including, Haiti, Peru, Belize, and Guatemala. 
  
For a long while, all trips lasted one week and consisted of home repair.  In 2005, Group launched 
Week of Hope, which takes place around the United States and is based on volunteer activities.  Week 
of Hope is designed for participants both in elementary school and high school.   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj38O6Ll8nKAhXFPz4KHePOCYUQjRwIBw&url=http://goldvend.org/25447-question-mark-clipart-animated/&psig=AFQjCNGhgIhiC8Ze7q1HTNK11J_8FNeU4g&ust=1453956050965217


Trinity Lutheran Church Newsletter | August 2019  Page 7 

  
For Group Mission Trips, the hope is that both participants and those who receive aid are connected to 
Jesus in their work together.  Group intentionally connects the work that is done during the day with 
reflection in the evening that demonstrates how we are living out Jesus' call to love our neighbor.   
 

Save the Dates 
 

Dates Events 
August 4, 2019 Day Camp Sunday – Joint worship with Friedens Hegins in the Hegins 

Park with lunch following worship. 
August 10, 2019 First Day Fresh Impressions (FREE school shopping event) from 9 am to 

noon in the Overflow 
August 11, 2019 Hot Dog Drive-Thru  11:30 am to 2:00 pm 
August 11, 2019 Friedens, Llewelyn, Summer Concert by After Hours 
August 17, 2019 Breakfast with the Bible at Trinity 
August 22, 2019 Chancel Choir begins 
September 8, 2019  Rally Day – First Day of the New Sunday School Year at - 9:00 am 
September 29, 2019 Restart of Contemporary Service with a special event at 6:00 pm 
October 6, 2019 World Wide Communion and Gospel Sunday 
October 10, 2019 BHA 30th Anniversary Celebration 
October 13, 2019 Friedens, Llewelyn, Homecoming/Harvest Home Gathering 

 

Important Reminders  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact Us: 
 Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 153, 1220 West Maple Street Valley View, PA 17983 
 Office Phone: (570) 682-9373 
 Visit us on the web at: www.TrinityintheValley.com  
 Email address for Trinity:  TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com  
 Follow us on Facebook 

 

Pastor Brian’s Contact Information: 
 Church office:  570-682-9373 
 Pastor Brian’s cell phone:  570-516-1787 

Pastor Brian’s Office Hours:   
 Mondays  - 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM  
 Pastor Brian is also available by appointment 

Worship Services  - Everyone Welcome! 
 Saturday Evenings, 6:00 PM  
 Sunday Mornings, 7:45 AM and 10:30 AM  
 Contemporary Service will resume with a special event Sunday evening September 

29th at 6:00 pm. 
 

Sunday School for all ages:  There will be no Sunday School during the summer 
months.  We will resume our Sunday School program for all ages in the Fall.  Please 
join us for the worship service on Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM when Pastor Brian 
includes a children’s sermon each week. 

 

http://www.trinityinthevalley.com/
mailto:TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png&imgrefurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png.html&h=158&w=116&tbnid=hTFEkr9FfQkC7M:&docid=oKg2cBfEGq2asM&ei=FmvNVaiyAYKWyAS59KDoAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CIABEDMoRzBHahUKEwiolYP62qfHAhUCC5IKHTk6CB0
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sabecorse.net/Worship_with_us.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sabecorse.net/worshiptimes.htm&h=256&w=433&tbnid=DtfMFU0ClxoZ2M:&docid=HbrToutDkDG0aM&ei=u8avVs-sDcrr-AGs_oeABQ&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwiP9piRutfKAhXKNT4KHSz_AVA4ZBAzCFgoVTBV
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZn6qO9ZrLAhUJjz4KHdENDVAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/sunday-school-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNH8C6jNDCaVdJWvs081zIND6Baimg&ust=1456764325188518


Trinity Lutheran Church Newsletter | August 2019  Page 8 

  

Church Secretary’s Office Hours:  Lillie will be in the office on Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00 
AM to 12:00 noon and Thursday from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  Bulletin deadline is Wednesday evenings 
at 7:00 PM for the current week’s bulletin.  Bulletins will be available for folding from late Thursday 
evening on.  If you need anything at a time other than Lillie’s regular hours, please let her know at 570-
682-9373 (office) or  570-682-8217 (home).   
 
Pastoral Visitation:  Due to health privacy laws, hospitals do not automatically call the church office to 
tell us when our members are hospitalized.  If you or someone in your family is hospitalized, please call 
Pastor Brian to ensure a pastoral visit.  Pastor Brian strives to visit members in nursing homes at least 
once every six weeks.  If you feel your loved one would benefit from more frequent pastoral 
visitation, please contact Pastor Brian.    
 

Community Aid Bins:  The two Community Aid bins at the west end of the parking lot are waiting for 
donations.   Trinity receives 3 cents per pound back for whatever is donated which in turn is used to 
support our Miles to Mend Program.  The items we donate support Community Aid’s mission.  
 
Newsletter Distribution:  Please call the church office at 570-682-9373 to let Lillie know if you would 
like to receive the newsletter via email or U.S. mail or if you would prefer a LARGE PRINT version.  
You may also pick up a copy inside the office entrance or on the shelving unit to the right of the glass 
case across from the Nursery classroom. 
 
Tree of Life:  Leaves in honor or memory of loved ones or special events such as weddings, 
confirmations, baptisms are still available.  The cost is $60 per leaf with proceeds designated for 
Christian Education.  If interested, please complete a Leave Your Legacy form for each leaf. 
 
Electronic Online Donations:  Online contributions can be debited automatically from your checking 
or savings account, or processed using your credit or debit card.  Vanco Payment Solutions is the 
administrator of the Simply Giving Program endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union.  To 
participate, go to Trinity’s website at www.TrinityintheValley.com, scroll to the bottom of the home 
page and click on the box titled “Electronic Giving”.  Or if you would like to speak with someone, 
please contact Alex Zimmerman at 570-617-3911 or Pastor Brian.  
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries: To help celebrate birthdays and wedding anniversaries, we would like to 
project pictures on the screen at the time of singing.  Anyone interested should submit a photo two 
weeks ahead of the date.  Just give it to Pastor Brian, Lillie, or put it in the door of the church office.  
Surprise your loved one with a photo from the past!  
 
AmazonSmile: Don’t forget about the contribution Amazon will make on your behalf when you 
designate Trinity as the recipient charity on AmazonSmile.  AmazonSmile is a website operated by 
Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. When you shop on 
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 
products to the charitable organization of your choice.  Trinity is registered with the AmazonSmile 
program to receive donations from Amazon when purchases are made from Amazon accounts.  To shop 
at AmazonSmile enter smile.amazon.com in the web browser on your computer or mobile device.  To 
choose Trinity as the recipient, enter “Lutheran Church Valley View” (do not enter PA) in the charity 
search box.  Trinity Lutheran Church Valley View PA should appear after you press enter. 

 

 

http://www.trinityinthevalley.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi
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“So whatever you wish that 

others would do to you,  

do also to them.” 

Matthew 7:12 

 
God’s Work, Our Hands  

 

Mission Statement Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and is called 
to carry on the serving, teaching, proclaiming ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ to all people through 

our life as a congregation and through our daily lives as individual Christians.  


