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Pastor’s Letter 
Grace, Peace, and Mercy to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen! 
 

This time of year I dread checking my email inbox in the morning.  It's the secular "Christmas 

season", which means marketing emails abound!   
 

As I look now, I see that the Phillies have extended their Black Friday sale to Sunday (doesn't that 

make it Black Weekend?), Target has a deal on Christmas decorations, and if I use my Target card, 

I can save $25 on any order I would make.  Shutterfly wants me to make Christmas cards, and if I 

do it now, I get 10 cards free!  Even the church is included in this, as Gaspard, a church supplier of 

things like candles and robes and altar paraments is offering 30% off select items.   
 

I can also get guitar strings for very cheap from a website I have used before called Strings and 

Beyond.  I might actually take advantage of that one, so I'll keep that from the trash for a day or 

two.  The email even has a code that will get me an extra 20% off my order. 
 

The funny thing is, I started the brianthepastor email everyone uses because in my old email, I was 

getting too much junk.  Now, if I'm being honest, it's migrated to that email as well.   
 

I wonder about this time of year.  All of the images we have thrown in our face, some that show us 

the work of the Christ we anticipate breaking into this world, some of other "holiday" fare like 

snowmen and reindeer, the marketing that fills our television screens and, yes, our email inboxes.  

There is a lot of good we see as we march along the Advent road that leads to Christmas.  But as in 

all things, there's some sorting we all have to do to separate the meaningful stuff from the junk.   
 

I hope you join us this month for some meaningful community building.  Our Christmas Covered 

Dish is always a good fellowship experience, and this year it is on December 10th at 6:00 PM.  Our 

Community meal is on the 13th at 5:30.  Our Children's Program during worship is on December 

17th at 10:30.  This of course leads to Christmas Eve, where you can join us for the family service 

at 6:00 or the Candlelight Service with music beginning at 9:30.   
 

The root of this is the fact that God chose to break into this world to save us from ourselves.  He 

came in the form of a vulnerable baby who needed caring and nurturing, and that baby would grow 

to save us all.  This is the core of who we are as Christians, and it begins at Christmas, only to 

continue to Easter next year.   
 

There are things that can add to the experience, but ultimately we are Jesus people, centered around 

the Christ Child, given to us by a God that chooses ultimately to love us.  So spend some time in the 

realization of that love, and share that love with someone who needs it.   
 

See you along the way, 

Pastor Brian 

 

mailto:TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com
http://www.trinityinthevalley.com/
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TRINITY… SERVING, TEACHING, AND PROCLAIMMING 
 

   
 
New Member:  On Saturday, November 11

th
, we added a new member here at Trinity.  We are 

happy to share that Jessica Ulrich is now officially a part of our church family.  Please welcome 

Jessica in worship, and we look forward to working with her in carrying out our congregation’s 

mission.  Welcome to Trinity, Jess! 

 

All Saints Sunday, November 5
th

:  We observed All Saints Day, one of the oldest observances on 

the church calendar, on November 5
th

.  We gave thanks to God for the lives of saints past and 

present, saints being all those who truly follow Christ.  We remembered loved ones who have gone 

to join the Church Triumphant in the past year as we lit a candle in their memory, giving thanks to 

God for their presence with us.  The saints we remembered were: 
 

Fred Bowman James Hylton, Sr. Patti Kaster 

David Kimmel Charles Kline Barbara Klouser 

Michael Marchiano Rebecca Schwalm Ralph Snyder 

 

Sound System Dedication, November 5
th

:  On Sunday, November 5
th

, we dedicated our new 

sound system to the Glory of God.  This new system was paid for with available funds from the 

Terry Ebert endowment gift.  We are so very grateful to Terry for his generous bequest. 

 

Agape Community Meal, November 8
th

:  We served our November Agape Community Meal on 

Wednesday, November 8
th

 with about 60 people attending.  Thanks to everyone who helped.  

Special thanks to the Junior Youth Group for setting up tables and chairs, and also setting the 

tables.   They do a great job, and we appreciate their help.   

 

Operation Christmas Child, November 12
th

:  On Sunday, November 12
th

, members of our Junior 

Youth Group brought 41 shoeboxes prepared for Operation Christmas Child to the front of the 

sanctuary for a blessing.  We are grateful for their participation in this important project.  They 

gathered these shoeboxes together, collected from the generosity of our faith community, to be sent 

as symbols of God’s love to various places around the world – to Bangladesh where hunger is a big 

issue for children; to Honduras which is the second poorest country in Central America; to Haiti 

where tens of thousands are still homeless from an earthquake in 2010; to South Africa where many 

live in ghettos made up of houses made from sheet metal; to Madagascar where the average worker 

makes $1 a day; to places where God knows there is need.  We pray for God’s love to shine on the 

children who receive these boxes and for our love to reach them.  Following the service the 

shoeboxes were taken to the Lighthouse Community Church in Muir which serves as a drop off 

location.  When the Pastor of this church and his wife served as missionaries, the children in their 

mission area received shoeboxes from Operation Christmas Child.  Read on to learn about the 

journey of our shoeboxes … 

 

Journey of an Operation Christmas Child Shoebox: 

1. Collecting:  Churches and groups of all sizes collect boxes from their communities. Some 

churches also serve as drop-off locations for shoeboxes the third week of November every year.  
 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/project-leader/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/drop-off-locations/
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2. Shipping:  Thousands of volunteers serve annually inspecting and preparing shoeboxes for 

international shipping. Every hour work stops for a few minutes to pray for the children 

who will receive the boxes. 
 

3. Worldwide Distribution:  Long before shoeboxes arrive in more than 100 countries, volunteer 

National Leadership Teams train pastors and community leaders who want to share the message 

of the Gospel and bless children. The leaders learn how to host child-friendly outreach events, 

and how to implement The Greatest Journey follow-up discipleship program. 

4. Outreach Events:  Pastors around the world host shoebox distributions in places where people 

may not know Christ and invite them to follow Him. Other churches use the boxes as resources 

for outreach in orphanages and other at-risk areas. In many places, they also offer The Greatest 

Gift, a Gospel story booklet Samaritan’s Purse developed for shoebox recipients. 

5. Discipleship & Multiplication:  As a result of what they learn in The Greatest Journey, boys 

and girls grow in Christ and share with friends and family. The students also invite others to 

their graduations where the Gospel is shared. This often brings parents, siblings, and friends to 

accept Christ and become active members in the local church. Families are reached, churches 

grow, new churches are started, and communities are transformed. 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting, November 19
th

: The Annual Congregational Meeting of Trinity 

Lutheran Church was called to order by Council President Robin Otto at 12:25 p.m.  Pastor Brian 

Beissel opened the meeting with a prayer.  The Mission Statement was read.  Robin extended 

thanks to the Kitchen Committee for preparing and serving the delicious meal and also to the 

outgoing Council members:  Cindy Kramer, Jamie Masser, Sherry McDonald, Judy Rodichok, and 

Ross Schwalm.  The Nominating Committee (Joe and Dezi Fogarty and Beau and Dara Troutman) 

presented the following candidates for Council:  Bill Bixler, Pat Harner, Keith Masser, Lillie 

Morgan, Sue Sallada, Steve Schwalm, Travis Snyder and Tracy Witmer.  Each candidate was asked 

to share one thing that they enjoyed participating in at Trinity.  The congregational members voted 

by secret ballot for five Council members to serve from 2018 to 2020.  The meeting continued 

while the ballots were counted by Joan Klinger, Judy Rodichok, and Cindy Kramer. Because of the 

possibility of upcoming changes, the budget was prepared quarterly rather than yearly.  Julie Ballay, 

Chairperson of the Finance Committee, presented Quarter One of the 2018 Budget which was 

approved by the members present. Tom Miller, CoChair of the Endowment Committee, presented a 

report from the Endowment Committee.  The Committee had three major accomplishments. (1) 

They selected Hudock Capital Group from Williamsport as the financial management team for the 

fund.  (2) With the help of Hudock, a strategy was developed to allow the Endowment Fund to 

provide funds to Trinity yearly without depleting the principal and still keep up with inflation.  This 

amount will be determined shortly after July 1, each year.  (3)  The Endowment Fund By-laws were 

revised to reflect this strategy and were approved at the special congregational meeting on October 

22, 2017.  Robin reported that the organ loan is paid off.  We have overpayments of $972.  It was 

determined by Council that the $972 plus any additional money given for the organ will be put in 

the organ maintenance fund.  Robin thanked all who contributed to the organ.  Pastor Brian 

presented a plan for revitalization which will begin with a book study, Surviving to Thriving on 

January 8, 2018.  The discussion will also include information on the “Orange Tour” which some of 

our members attended. These meetings will then lead to a Task Force to begin work on projects 

with committees and Council leading to revitalization.  Pastor Brian informed those present that 

Council approved setting up an Amazon Smile account.  When anyone purchases items using 

AmazonSmile.com, a percentage may be given to Trinity. To set this up we will establish a separate 

account at the Gratz Bank. More information and instructions will be available soon.  Robin 

thanked Mikayla Ulicny for setting up our first website and to Travis Snyder for his work in further 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/volunteer-at-a-shoebox-processing-center/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/eternal-impact/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/eternal-impact/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/eternal-impact/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/eternal-impact/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/the-greatest-journey/
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developing the new site which is now live.  Prior to announcing the elected members, Robin 

thanked the Nominating Committee for their excellent work in preparing the ballot for this year’s 

election and to the candidates for their willingness to run and hold a leadership position at Trinity.  

The elected Council members were announced:  Lillie Morgan, Sue Sallada, Steve Schwalm, Travis 

Snyder, and Tracy Witmer.  They were asked to attend the December 12
th

 meeting of Council.  The 

meeting adjourned at 1:07 PM. 

 

We Did It – We Paid Off the Organ Loan!:  As mentioned in the Congregational Meeting report, 

thanks to the generosity of members of our congregation, we exceeded our organ goal in November.  

The funds we received above what was needed to pay off the loan will be put into an organ 

maintenance fund.  Pastor Brian is planning a special service to acknowledge this accomplishment 

and to thank all who contributed to this project.  We will use this new organ to the Glory of God to 

not only enhance our regular worship services, but also to share the Good News in new ways with 

our community.   

 

New Website, TrinityintheValley.com:  Also mentioned in the Congregational Meeting report was 

our new website is now live.  Since many people now use the internet to identify potential churches 

for worship, it is important that we maintain an easy-to-use website that is current and most 

important reflects who we are as a congregation and how we worship and serve ou Lord.  Check it 

out and see what you think.  Feel free to provide feedback to Pastor Brian.   That’s 

www.TrinityintheValley.com.   

 

Thank you, Mikayla:  Trinity extends sincere thanks to Mikayla Ulicny who developed our 

first website and got our name on the web!  Thank you, Mikayla 

 

Thank you, Travis:  Trinity extends sincere thanks to Travis Snyder for further developing 

our website and enabling it to be connected to other social media.  Thank you, Travis. 

 

We appreciate the efforts of both Mikayla and Travis and their willingness to share their 

knowledge and talent to help share God’s Word and our mission.   

 

Community Thanksgiving Service, November 22
nd

:  The Tri-Valley Community Thanksgiving 

Service was held at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, November 22 at Helper's Church of God in Pitman.   

There were about 65 people in attendance.  The service included a beautiful anthem sung by the 

Pastors, and an excellent sermon by the new Pastor at Hepler’s, Bob Cassel.  One very memorable 

part of the sermon was his analogy of being a Christian to the song Hokey Pokey.  Are you all in?   

 

Happy Thanksgiving, November 23
rd

:   We received the following message from Hudock Capital 

Group, the Investment Management Firm for our Endowment Fund. “It seems that every year the 

holiday season starts earlier and earlier, leaving us with little time to really enjoy Thanksgiving and 

reflect on what we’re grateful for.  So here’s our list! Our Family, Freedom, Soft-Serve Ice Cream, 

Happiness, Good Health, Our Friends and Neighbors, Chocolate, , Music, Mountains, Autumn 

Leaves, Our Job, Our Home, Girl Scout Cookies
®, 

Sunny Weather, Laughter, And God.  We hope 

you can take some time this Thanksgiving to reflect upon the wonderful blessings you have in your 

own life.  Happy Thanksgiving!”  We hope you were able to enjoy a Happy Thankgiving and take 

time to give thanks for the things you are grateful.  What’s on your list?  

 

Christ the King Sunday, November 26
th

:  On Sunday, November 26
th

 we celebrated Christ the 

King Sunday, the last Sunday of our Liturgical calendar and the closing of our church year.  This 

Sunday is one of the newer additions to our church calendar, having been instituted in 1925.  We 

celebrated Christ as the all-encompassing Lord of the cosmos! 

http://www.trinityinthevalley.com/
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Miles to Mend:  In the month of November, there was one disbursement for Miles to Mend.  This 

time of year is the perfect time of year to nominate someone to receive assistance through this 

program.  If you know of someone who is in need of assistance with travel due to medical reasons, 

please feel free to nominate them using the forms located at the office entrance of the church.  

Thank you for your support of this ministry! 

 

Congregation Council Meeting Highlights:  Tuesday, November 14
th

 at 7:00 PM. 

 Minutes:  Council approved the minutes from the October 2017 Council meeting the meeting 
minutes from the special Congregational meeting on October 22, 2017. 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Council approved the October 2017 Treasurer’s report and requested a line 

be added under Worship and Music for Sound System supplies.  Because of the possibility of 

upcoming changes, the budget will be prepared quarterly rather than yearly. Julie Ballay 

presented and reviewed the budget for Quarter 1 of 2018. The increase in the cost of Pastor 

Brian’s health insurance was discussed. The cost was increased because he now needs family 

coverage.  The budget for Quarter 1 of 2018 was approved by Council and will be presented to 

the congregation at the annual meeting on November 19
th

.  

 Worship & Music Committee:  Council approved the committee’s recommendation to purchase  
a new acolyte stick because one of the sticks is broken and both needed for the Christmas Eve 

service.  Comments on the contemporary song used during worship were positive.   

 Christian Education Committee:  All slots for teachers for the fall sessions have been filled.  The 
schedule for the Christmas season will be Christmas play practice on November 26; Advent 

Craft Faire on December 3; Christmas play practice on December 10 and 17, as well as the 

program on December 17. The annual Christmas Story Puppet Show will be held December 24.  

No Sunday School on December 31.  Sunday School will resume on January 7, 2018. 

 Youth Ministry:   Two Carol-Grams have been sold for a total donation of $320.  Eleven people 
are going on the Roanoke trip and deposits have been paid.  Roland Wolfgang gave a 

presentation on his military service to the Junior Youth Group.  Senior youth group will be 

collecting for Socks of Love for the Servants To All in Pottsville.   

 Endowment Committee:  The presentation of the Endowment Report to the congregation was 

discussed. 

 Property Committee:  Cindy Kramer reported that the library was cleaned up during Property 
Committee meeting this month. Cindy also stated that only 29 sign-up sheets for next year had 

been returned.  Pastor Brian will allow time to complete these sheets during the service on 

Sunday. 

 Kitchen Committee:  The committee will be catering the Sterman Masser Incorporated 
Christmas dinner this year again.  This money will once again be put towards the Agape 

Community meals.  Council approved the Committee’s request for the Kitchen Committee to 

have its own checking account at the Gratz Bank.   

 Day Care:  The Day Care Board appreciates that Trinity eliminated the Day Care Rent for this 

year.  They are having fund raisers to raise money to operate.  

 Pastor’s Report:  After discussion of the shooting in the Texas church, it was decided that 
Trinity should establish an Action Plan for emergencies.  Appropriate people will be contacted 

to help make this action plan.  Council approved Pastor Brian’s request for vacation from 

December 26-31, 2017.  Pastor Curtis will do the Saturday night service. Micah Ulicny will 

conduct the 10:30 am service.  There will be no 8 am service that morning.   

 Old Business:   A “Trinity Organ Loan Balance” paper showing the contributions from August 
31, 2017 until the present was presented to Council.  Since there are contributions which amount 

to more than the loan balance, Council approved the recommendation to put the extra 

contributions to the organ maintenance budget line.  
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 Nominating Committee:  The Committee reported that the following people’s names would be 
placed on a ballot for election to Council at the annual Congregational Meeting:  Bill Bixler, Pat 

Harner, Keith Masser, Lillie Morgan, Sue Sallada, Steve Schwalm, Travis Snyder, and Tracy 

Witmer. President Robin Otto thanked Joe and Dezi Fogarty and Beau and Dara Troutman for 

serving on the Nominating Committee this year. 

 New Business:   Council approved a recommendation presented by Pastor Brian and Robin Otto 

to set up Trinity as a recipient of “Amazon Smile” charitable contributions.  When making a 

purchase, a buyer would select Trinity on “Amazon Smile” and a percentage of the purchase 

would be given to Trinity. A separate and dedicated savings account will be set up at Gratz 

Bank to make the electronic transfer.   

 Church Revitalization:  Pastor Brian announced that there would be a meeting to start a “Church 
Revitalization” group.  This begins with a book study of Surviving to Thriving and moves on to 

discussion of the “Orange Tour” that several members participated in. This group will make 

recommendations to committees and Council for revitalization.  The first meeting will be 

Monday, January 8, 2018, at 7 pm, and will meet every other week.  If you are interested in 

participating in this important effort, please let Pastor Brian know.   

 Request by Boy Scout Troup 662:  Boy Scout Troup 662 would like to take title to a trailer 
which has been offered to them; however, the troop cannot own vehicles.  The troop asked if 

Trinity would consider taking title to the trailer and explore the questions of liability and other 

insurance.  Council agreed to explore this request. 

 Handicapped Restroom:  It was brought to Council’s attention some problems arose because of 
the lack of a handicapped restroom.  A suggestion was made that the nursery restroom might be 

able to meet that need if several alterations were made.  The idea will be referred to the Property 

Committee. 

 Requests for Use of Church Social Hall:   

o Boy Scouts:  Council approved a request by the Boy Scouts to use the social hall for a 

Christmas party on December 17, 2017, at 6 pm.   

o Girl Scouts:  Council approved a request by the Girl Scouts to use the social hall for a 

Cookie Kickoff on Saturday, January 6, 2018. 

o Girl Scouts:  Council approved a request by the Girl Scouts to use the social hall on 

Tuesday, December 5, or Thursday, December 7, 2017.   

 An agenda for the Annual Congregational Meeting was presented and approved by Council. 

 The next Council Meeting will be Tuesday, December 12, at 7 pm.  Newly elected Council 

members are requested to attend and will participate in election of Council Officers for 2018. 

  
 

Hegins Valley Food Closet:  For December, our Food Closet item is gravy.  Bring canned gravy of 

all kinds, or gravy mix, to the Food Closet Cupboard in our overflow room.  We will make sure 

they are added to the food closet at St. John's United Methodist Church.  Just for your information, 

we do take all food donations, not just the food closet recommended item.  Feel free to be generous! 

 

Advent Candle Lighting:  We are in need of families to Light Candles for the 10:30 service for 

December 10, 17, and 24th, as well as the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.  These are short 

services that families typically lead with children of all ages.  If interested, please see Pastor Brian. 
 

Christian Education:  Important dates to remember: 

December 3rd - Advent Craft Faire.  Please remember to bring a box lid or bag along to bring 

crafts along home. 
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December 10th - Play Practice continues. 

December 17th - Play Practice during SS hour and Program will be held at 10:30 AM service. 

December 24th - Annual Christmas Puppet Show during Sunday School hour.  All are invited! 

December 31st - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

January 7th - Sunday School resumes. 

Advent Craft Faire, Sunday, December 3
rd

:  Beginning at 9:00 AM on December 3
rd

, we will 

have our annual Advent Craft Faire for children of all ages, where our kids can make crafts led by 

several of our loyal church folk.  Children are encouraged to bring a box or bag to take their crafts 

home.  We hope you will bring your children, grandchildren, neighbors, and friends as we begin our 

celebration of the Christmas Season. 

“A Christmas Gift” Living Nativity, December 9
th

:  Join Christ’s United Lutheran Church on 

Saturday, December 9
th

 at 7:00 PM as they celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ in an outside Live 

Nativity.  Food, decorations and an opportunity to meet the animal cast come together with the 

voices of local area congregational church choirs.  All donations benefit Christ’s Cupboard Food 

Pantry.  For more information, please contact Christ’s United Lutheran Church, 437 Airport Road, 

Ashland, PA  (570) 875-1591.  Bring a lawn chair and a friend! 

Trinity’s Annual Christmas Covered Dish Social, Sunday December 10
th

:  It’s time again to 

mark your calendars for our Annual Christmas Covered Dish Social on Sunday, December 10
th

 at 

6:00 PM in the Social Hall.  We have an evening of great food, fun, and entertainment planned.  All 

we need is you, your family and friends, and your covered dish.  Our entertainment will include 

musical selections and some really fun things our Master of Ceremonies, Bill Bixler, has conjured 

up!  You won’t want to miss this.  To add to the merriment, we ask that you wear your favorite 

Christmas tie, sweater, scarf, or other Holiday attire that will help set the mood for a fun-filled 

evening.  We hope you plan to join us to share in the joy of the Christmas Season! 

Musical Selections for the Christmas Covered Dish Social, Sunday, December 10
th

:  We are 

looking for persons of any age who are interested in sharing a musical selection at the Christmas 

Covered Dish Social on December 10
th

 at 6:00 PM.  If you would be willing to share your talent – 

singing, dancing, playing piano or musical instrument, stand up comic, etc, please enter your 

information on the sign up sheet on the Bulletin Board.  Selections for the Covered Dish even may 

be sacred or secular, but always family friendly! 

Agape Community Meal, December 13
th

 :  Our next Agape Community Meal will be served on 

Wednesday, December 13
th

 at 5:30 PM.  This month’s menu will be meatloaf and mashed potatoes.  

 All are welcome.  Please come and bring your family, friends, neighbors…  And if you would like 

to help with this wonderful ministry, please see Cindy Kramer or Sherry McDonald.  We always 

welcome helping hands.  It is fun and very rewarding to take part in this meal and opportunity for 

community fellowship.  Consider joining us!  

Carol-Grams, December 16
th

:  What is a Carol-Gram?  Well, it’s a Christmas Carol with a joyful 

message.  If you would like someone to receive a Carol-Gram on that date, give a donation of any 

amount and sign them up on the sign-up sheet on the Bulletin Board, or complete the insert in the 

bulletin or the attached Carol-Gram sheet and return it with your donation to the Church Office.  

The Senior Youth Group will sing the Christmas Carol of your choice.  All donations collected for 

Carol-Grams will be used toward the cost of the Senior Youth Group Mission Trip to Roanoke, VA 

(details in the “Save the Date” section of the Newsletter) on July 6-9.  Please consider sending the 

joy of Christmas by way of a Carol-Gram to family, friends, and neighbors.  
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Children’s Christmas Program, Sunday, December 17
th

:  On Sunday, December 17
th

, our 

Sunday School children will lead us in worship at the 10:30 AM service with our annual Children’s  

Christmas Program.  This is always a special service where we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ.  Please join us. 

 

Special Music for Christmas Eve, December 17
th

 Deadline to Sign Up:  The sign-up sheet for 

the special music portion of the Christmas Eve late service has been posted on the bulletin board 

across from the office.  The final day for signing up will be Sunday, December 17
th

. 

 

Socks of Love, Tuesday, December 19
th

:  The Senior Youth Group is collecting items for the 

"Socks of Love" program.  These will be assembled during the Senior Youth Group Meeting on 

Tuesday, December 19th and delivered to the Servants to All Homeless Shelter in Pottsville.  Items 

needed are:  

Men's Socks (size 6-12) 

Trial Size of the following:  

Soap 

Shampoo 

Band-Aids 

Deodorant 

Shaving Cream 

Razors (must be wrapped) 

Hand Sanitizer 

Toothbrushes 

Toothpaste 

Lip Balm 

Lotion 

Kleenex (travel packs) 

 

Happy 90
th

 Birthday, Lorraine, December 22
nd

 :  Lorraine Kimmel will be celebrating her 90
th

 

birthday December 22
nd

.  She would love receiving birthday wishes on her special day.   

 

Annual Nativity Puppet Show, Sunday morning, December 24
th

:  On Sunday, December 24
th

, at 

9:30 AM we will have our annual puppet show telling the story of Jesus’ birth.  Children first go to 

their classroom where their teachers will talk about the real meaning of Christmas with them.  At 

9:30 AM they will come to the Sanctuary for the Puppet Show.  This year all Sunday School 

children will watch the puppet show.  Adults are welcome to attend, too.  Please join us…it’s a 

great way to experience the birth of Christ! 

 

Christmas Eve Services, Sunday evening, December 24
th

:  Get ready for this year's Christmas 

Eve services!  On Sunday, December 24
th 

at 6:00 PM we will have a quiet, contemplative service.  

Later on that night, come and join us for our Candlelight Service, with special music beginning at 

9:30 PM.   Holy Communion will be offered at both services. 

 

Refreshments Following the Late Christmas Candle Light Service:  It has been a tradition at 

Trinity to serve light refreshments following the Christmas Eve service.  The Fellowship Committee 

has made this happen for years, but since we do not currently have a Fellowship Committee, we 

were wondering if anyone would like to volunteer to help with the organization, set up and clean up 

of this event.  We would post a sign-up sheet for donation of drinks and snacks.  If you would like 

to have this tradition continue, please let Pastor Brian or Robin Otto know. 

 

Bible Study:  Bible Study continues on Mondays at 9:30 AM in the library.  Please join us! 
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Youth Group Update:   

  The Senior Youth Group will be Christmas Caroling on Saturday, December 16th at 12 noon 
for all who had "Carol-Grams" purchased for them.  Carol-Grams are a fundraiser for their 

mission trip to Roanoke, Virginia July 6-9, 2018.  

 

 The Junior Youth Group will be Christmas Caroling to shut ins and to the residents of 

Providence Place in Pine Grove on December 20th during their normal meeting time.   

Contemporary Worship Information:  Due to Pastor Brian's vacation, there will be no 

Contemporary service in December.  Usually the last Sunday of the month, the next Contemporary 

service will be bumped to the first Sunday in January 2018.  Come and join us on January 7th for a 

special service of praise to our God at 6:00 PM!  

Day Care Board Members Needed:  We are in need of representatives from the congregation to 

serve on the Trinity Lutheran Church Day Care Board. This group meets monthly for roughly an 

hour. According to the bylaws, at least four members are needed from the church, but it may 

include more. Please see Pastor Brian if you are able! 

 

 

 

Dates Future Events 

July 6-9, 2017 Roanoke, VA Mission Trip:  Our youth, age 12 and up or going into 7
th

 

grade in the fall of 2018, are invited to join us on a Mission Trip July 6-9 

(Friday – Monday) in Roanoke, VA.  Group Mission Trips will provide 

staffing to instruct all kids to safely perform their tasks, which will 

involve minor repair and painting houses in the depressed areas of 

Roanoke.  There will be lessons throughout the weekend that will connect 

our work with Jesus’ teachings.  Price for registration is $299/student, and 

we are asking that each student deposit $50 now to save their place on the 

trip.  On the way home, we will stop by Monticello, the historical 

residence of Thomas Jefferson, and take a tour before coming back to 

Valley View.  For more information and a full itinerary, please see Pastor 

Brian.  This trip is also open to any adults who would like to join us. 

 

 

 

Melissa Budde 

Mallory Ebert 

Doris Edwards 

Rick Gessner 

Dorothy Gressens 

Velma Hoffner 
Lorraine Kimmel 

Alice Kuczawa 

Mary Ann Lovell 

Louise Mack 

Gloria Miller 

Lewie & Eleanor Miller 

Brenda Schaeffer 

Kelly Schley 
Summer Schley 

Grace Shankweiler 

Vicki Snyder 

Rose Spotts 

Joan Weitz 

Amy Wolff 

Michael Wolfgang 

Dave Wright 
Ruthie Zubrickie 

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition,  

with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.   

~Philippians 4:6 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwizvZWSq6LLAhUIWj4KHY71AxwQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartsign.com/image/4095/&psig=AFQjCNG_ZSJA9USJb4sV2W5Doae-dILlmA&ust=1457019587857211
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    Why we decorate the tree with Chrismons? 
 
Chrismons are Christmas decorations with Christian symbols on them.  They help Christians 

remember that Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’s birthday, and the story of Jesus is explained 

through these Chrismons. 

 

Chrismons are traditionally colored white and gold.  White is the liturgical (or Church) color for 

Christmas and symbolizes that Jesus was pure and perfect.  Gold symbolizes His Majesty and 

Glory.  They can be made from anything – paper, wood, cloth.  Our styrofoam Chrismons date back 

many, many years when the church women got together to cut and decorate them.  More recently 

the Ballay family made them from wood then painted and decorated them. 

 

 
 

Worship Services  - Everyone Welcome! 

 Saturday Evenings, 6:00 PM  

 Sunday Mornings, abbreviated service at 8:00 AM; full service at 10:30 AM 

 Contemporary Service – 4
th

 Sunday, 6:00 PM  
 

 

Sunday School for all ages:  Sunday mornings, 9:00 AM 
 

 Children’s Sunday School:  Sunday School for our children ages 2 to 18 is held every 

Sunday morning from 9:00 to 10:15 AM.  There are classes for Nursery; Kindergarten-2
nd

 

Grades; 3
rd

 -4
th

 Grades; Pre-teens (5
th

-6
th

 Grades); Confirmation; and Teens (Post 

Confirmation). 
 

 Adult Sunday School:  Our adult discussion Sunday School Class is held every Sunday 

morning 9:00 to 10:00 AM in the church library.  The class uses the weekly Faith Lens 

curriculum for discussion of scripture as it relates to current events.   
 

 

Community Aid Bins:  The two Community Aid bins at the west end of the parking lot are waiting 
for donations.   Trinity receives 3 cents per pound back for whatever is donated which in turn is 

used to support our Miles to Mend Program.  The items we donate are used to support Community 

Aid’s mission.  
 

Newsletter Distribution:  Please call the church office at 570-682-9373 to let Lillie know if you 

would like to receive the newsletter via email or U.S. mail or if you would prefer a LARGE PRINT 

version.  You may also pick up a copy inside the office entrance or on the shelving unit to the right 

of the glass case across from the Nursery classroom. 

 

Tree of Life:  Leaves in honor or memory of loved ones or special events such as weddings, 

confirmations, baptisms are still available.  The cost is $60 per leaf with proceeds designated for 

Christian Education.  If interested, please complete a Leave Your Legacy form for each leaf. 

 

Electronic Online Donations:  Online contributions can be debited automatically from your 

checking or savings account, or processed using your credit or debit card.  Vanco Payment 

Prayer Requests:  If you have a prayer request, please let Pastor Brian know. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj38O6Ll8nKAhXFPz4KHePOCYUQjRwIBw&url=http://goldvend.org/25447-question-mark-clipart-animated/&psig=AFQjCNGhgIhiC8Ze7q1HTNK11J_8FNeU4g&ust=1453956050965217
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png&imgrefurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png.html&h=158&w=116&tbnid=hTFEkr9FfQkC7M:&docid=oKg2cBfEGq2asM&ei=FmvNVaiyAYKWyAS59KDoAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CIABEDMoRzBHahUKEwiolYP62qfHAhUCC5IKHTk6CB0
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Solutions is the administrator of the Simply Giving Program endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit 

Union.  To participate, please contact Alex Zimmerman at 570-617-3911 or Pastor Brian. 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 

Pastoral Visitation:  Due to health privacy laws, hospitals do not automatically call the church 

office to tell us when our members are hospitalized.  If you or someone in your family is 

hospitalized, please call Pastor Brian to ensure a pastoral visit.  Pastor Brian strives to visit 

members in nursing homes at least once every six weeks.  If you feel your loved one would 

benefit from more frequent pastoral visitation, please contact Pastor Brian.    
 

2017 Congregation Council and Officers 

Name Term Expires 

Cindy Kramer 2017 (Vice President) 

Jamie Masser 2017 

Sherry McDonald 2017 

Judy Rodichok 2017 

Ross Schwalm 2017 

Bill Conrad 2018 

Carolyn Dunkelburger 2018 

Phyllis Klouser 2018  (Secretary) 

Tom Miller 2018 

Joyce Schlegel 2018 

Joe Fogarty 2019 

Beverly Hand 2019 

Darlene Kiesel 2019 (Treasurer) 

Robin Otto 2019 (President) 

Beau Troutman 2019 

Vernon Schlegel Financial Secretary 
 

2017 Committees and Committee Chairs  

Committee Chair  Council Liaison 

Christian Education Lillie Morgan Judy Rodichok 

Discipleship Sherry McDonald Sherry McDonald 

Endowment Bill Conrad/Tom Miller Tom Miller/Bill Conrad 

Finance Julie Ballay Bill Conrad/Tom Miller 

Kitchen Cindy Kramer Cindy Kramer 

Property Paul Kramer Sherry McDonald 

Worship & Music Joyce Schlegel Joyce Schlegel 

2017 Endowment Committee (3 year term) 

Name Term Expires Name Term Expires 

Bill Conrad 2018 Ron Schreffler 2019 

Tom Miller 2018 Beverly Hand 2019 

Joan Klinger 2019 Helen Masser 2019 

Pastor Brian’s Office Hours:   

 Mondays  - 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM;  and  

 Tuesdays -  4:00 to 6:00 PM   

 Pastor Brian is also available by appointment. 

 

Pastor Brian’s Contact Information: 

 Church office:  570-682-9373 

 Cell phone:  570-516-1787 
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God’s Work, Our Hands  
 

Mission Statement Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and is 

called to carry on the serving, teaching, proclaiming ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ to all people 

through our life as a congregation and through our daily lives as individual Christians.  

Rejoice in the coming of our Lord! 
 

And this shall be a sign for you.   
You will find a baby  

wrapped in swaddling cloths and  
lying in a manger. 

 

Luke 2:12 


