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Pastor’s Letter 
Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and his Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

2018 is here, sisters and brothers in Christ.  The passage of time reminds us that things are moving. 

In some ways, they are moving quicker than what is comfortable for us.  As of 2018, the last child 

born in the 1990s is now 19 years old- old enough to drive, old enough to vote, and unfortunately, 

old enough to buy cigarettes if they so choose.   
 

2018 is here, and with it comes a time that is unlike any before it.  Some of that is reflected in our 

congregational life.  Thanks to the hard work of both Steve Schwalm and Travis Snyder, we have 

technology as a part of worship.  I see that more and more of us are now looking up at the screen 

rather than at the bulletin, and in that I see a transition of time.  One side effect?  I hear more 

audibly the singing from the congregation, and that is a wonderful thing to hear. 
 

2018 is here, and our children now have more access to various forms of media than any generation 

before it.  This is a good idea to implore parents of our young children: ask them what they are 

seeing on YouTube and other kinds of New Media.  Do you know who they watch?  I was surprised 

to hear our youth group kids talk about this stuff.  Chances are that even if they aren’t seeing it at 

home, they are hearing about it at school.   
 

2018 is here, and we have no idea otherwise what this year will bring.  I hope and pray for success 

here at Trinity Lutheran Church.  I hope and pray for successful mission, for a spiritual deepening to 

happen in our congregation, and of course, for new members that become essential voices in the 

congregation.   
 

One year ago, I had no idea what 2017 would bring.  For one thing, I had no idea that at this time, I 

would be writing my newsletter article while trying to also keep Timmy entertained.  I was almost 

sure that 2017 would be marked by deep loss, but had no idea about the great gain that would 

happen in my family.  God always surprises us! 
 

2018 is here.  This month we will begin one step to congregational revitalization as we study “From 

Surviving to Thriving” together beginning on January 15.  But what will happen as a result?  Only 

God knows. 
 

So some words from your pastor:  Be prepared for anything.  Be ready to be shaped, be ready to be 

molded, and be ready to adapt for the multitude of ways that God may surprise us in this coming 

year.  By maintaining a spirit of openness and readiness, we equip ourselves for the entry of the 

Holy Spirit in our midst.   
 

Be ready to be surprised together! 
 

See you along the way, 

Pastor Brian 

mailto:TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com
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TRINITY… SERVING, TEACHING, AND PROCLAIMMING 
 

   
 

Thank you from the Beissel Family:  Thank you to our Trinity Church family for your generosity 

to our family this Christmas season.  We appreciated all of the cards and gifts, and we feel very 

blessed to be with you at this special time in our lives.  
 

-Pastor Brian, Michelle, and Timothy Beissel 

 
In Sympathy:  We noted with sorrow the death of Dean Schlegel, brother of Vernon Schlegel, and 

offer our prayers and sympathies to the Schlegel Family.  May we give thanks to God for the gift 

Dean was to his family and friends.  May God comfort all who mourn, and may we all be comforted 

by the hope of the resurrection.   

 

Birth Announcement:  Congratulations to Nathan Barr and Nicole Yoder, who welcomed a son on 

December 14th, 2017.  Damien Jake Barr was 6 lbs. 3 oz. and 19 inches long at the time of his 

birth.  Damien’s grandparents are Roseanne Barr and Randy Barr, and Wayne Yoder and Pat 

Miller.  Congratulations to Damien’s family as this child of God came into the world! 

Advent Craft Faire, Sunday, December 3
rd

:  In keeping with our Advent Tradition, the Christian 

Education Committee again provided a wonderful Advent Craft Faire for children and adults to 

celebrate the first Sunday in Advent.  Those who attended enjoyed making a wide variety of 

Christmas-related crafts.  We thank the Christian Education Committee; the crafters who provided 

ideas, supplies and guidance; and those who attended.  It was fun! 

Advent Assistants:  We want to thank our Advent Assistants for leading us in our readings and 

candle lighting during advent – the Judy Rodichok family, the Steve Rodichok family, the 

Dunkelberger family, the Morgan family, and the Dave Masser family.  May the meaning of each  

candle on the Advent wreath stay with us all year long:  

 Hope, the inspiring and uplifting hope that Christ among us represents;  

 Peace, both the Prince of Peace himself and the promise of peace on Earth;  

 Joy, the joy the shepherds received at hearing the news of Christ's birth, or the joy that God 
brings into our lives;  

 Love, both God's boundless love for us and our love for one another. .  

 "Christ" candle to celebrate the purity of Jesus and the joy felt on Christmas day.  

 The bright light from the candles is an expression of the growing anticipation of the birth of 
Jesus Christ, who in Christian faith is seen as the Light of the World.  

 The circular shape of the wreath represents God's eternity and unity. 

Trinity’s Annual Christmas Covered Dish Social, Sunday December 10
th

:  The annual 

Christmas Covered Dish Social was a fun-filled evening with about 65 people in attendance.  We 

started off with a wonderful variety of delicious dishes.  Following dinner we were treated to 

excellent entertainment including: a piano selection by Ellie Dunkelberger; Ava Kramer on piano 

accompanying Brenna Fetterolf singing Jingle Bells; Micah Ulicny playing a baritone solo; Pastor 

Brian leading us on guitar singing Christmas Carols;  and Pastor Brian making a special appearance 

to lead us in the Chicken Dance; Travis Snyder treated us to a Pennsylvania Dutch version of the 



Trinity Lutheran Church Newsletter / January 2018  Page 3 

Night Before Christmas; a special appearance by the Jersey Boys and a reappearance of the Village 

People to sing YMCA.  It was such a nice way to step back from the hectic pace of the holiday 

season and enjoy an evening of good food, fun, and fellowship.  Mark your calendars for 2018 – it’s 

always the second Sunday in December! 

 

Thank You!  A big thanks to our musicians – Ellie, Ava, Brenna, and Micah – and to Pat 

Harner, Yvonne Specht, Robin Otto, Pastor Brian, and our Master of Ceremonies, Bill 

Bixler.  Thanks also to Bill for recruiting and rehearsing with the Jersey Boys and Village 

People with help from choreographer Kylene Kroh.  And thanks to the Jersey Boys who 

doubled as the Village People – Bill Bixler, Beau Troutman, Richie Dunkelberger, and 

Travis Snyder. 

Agape Community Meal, December 13
th

 :  We enjoyed another Agape Community Meal with 

close to 70 people attending.  Next month we will set up for 100!  The most amazing thing about 

this meal is we never know how many people will be coming, but we always have enough food and 

can usually provide extra to those who want to take some home so we have no left overs.  We 

encourage you to join us for the meal and/or making and providing the meal.  Either way, it is a 

very gratifying experience. 

 

Thank you, Cindy!  We extend a big thanks to Cindy Kramer for providing dessert for our 

December Community Meal.  Cindy made 12 batches of delicious Christmas Cookies, 

enough to fill four huge platters.  She encouraged everyone to take some along home and 

consequently, all the cookies were gone by the end of the evening – a true testament to how 

tasty they were!  Thank you so very much, Cindy, for your wonderful generosity.    

 

Children’s Christmas Program, Sunday, December 17
th

:  It is always such a joyful celebration 

of Christmas when we see our children re-enacting the story of Jesus Birth.  We look forward to 

hearing the message they share with us and love seeing them grow in their faith as they participate 

in this program each year. 

 

Thank you to Lisa Rodichok and Carolyn Dunkelberger for once again doing such a 

wonderful job selecting, directing, and coordinating the Children’s Christmas Program; 

Thank you to our Sunday School teachers for helping with rehearsals; 

Thank you to our children for sharing the story of the first Christmas and their musical 

talents with us ; 

Thank you to their parents who bring them to Sunday School and allow us to take part in 

their child’s faith journey. 

Thank you to Phyllis Klouser for donating fruit for the children. 

 

Annual Nativity Puppet Show, Sunday morning, December 24
th

:  This year we had our Annual 

Nativity Puppet Show at the end of Advent rather than the beginning.  With the Children’s 

Christmas Program the week before, we didn’t have time for the older students to practice so we 

enlisted the help of our Puppet Show Alumni – Lizzie Otto, Jordan Schwalm, Micah Ulicny, 

Mikayla Ulicny, Alex Morgan, Eli Morgan, and Rebecca Witmer.  We still needed an Innkeeper so 

we drafted Rick Otto.  That meant all our students got a chance to watch this year.  Pastor Brian 

then followed up with a message.  This is the 9
th

 year we have been doing the puppet show.  Lizzie, 

Jordan, and Alex actually made the puppets when they were in Junior High!   We thank all who 

helped and attended.   

 

Socks of Love:  Thanks to the generosity of the congregation, the Senior Youth Group was able to 

assemble 54 “Socks of Love” kits at their December 19th meeting.  These “Socks of Love” were 
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subsequently sent to the Servants to All Homeless Shelter in Pottsville.   We received a letter from 

the staff at the Shelter expressing appreciation for these gifts. 

 

Miles to Mend:  We had three requests for assistance through our Miles to Mend program in 

December!  Anyone can nominate someone for this assistance, which is a gas card for medical 

travel, using the nomination forms located at the office doorway.  The nominees must be residents 

of the Tri-Valley school district and have a travel need over 20 miles related to ongoing medical 

care.  Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, in 2017 we were able to help a total of 14 

people through our Miles to Mend Program and we collected $2,793 through Redner’s receipts, 

Community Aid bins, and donations.  We appreciate your participation in this important ministry. 

 

Congregation Council Meeting Highlights:  Tuesday, December 12
th

 at 7:00 PM. 

 Treasurer’s Report:  An organ maintenance fund will be set up for money coming in for the 
organ after it was paid off.  

 Worship & Music Committee:  The hymns for the first and second Saturdays are being recorded 

from the new organ onto a flash drive for the Saturday night service. Even though the organ has 

been paid off, Jack Umholtz did not take a salary for November and December.  That amount 

will be put in the organ maintenance fund. 

 Christian Education Committee:   The new location for snacks is in the south entrance across 
from the art supply closet.  We are trying to keep them all in one place to better utilize 

donations.   

 Endowment Committee:  The organ fund money will be moved to the endowment fund and then 
sent to Hudock for investment. 

 Property Committee:  The Committee will replace one of the commodes with a high commode 
in the women’s restroom to provide the church with a handicapped restroom.  Bars are already 

in and are ADA compliant.  The ceiling in the kitchen needs to be repaired, and the committee is 

getting an estimate for the repair. 

 Kitchen Committee:  The committee is organizing the kitchen.  Paper products are available for 

all—no one needs to purchase any.  The SMI meal brought in $3,100 which will be used to 

continue the “Agape Table Meals”.  The Committee is grateful to SMI for the opportunity to 

prepare the SMI Christmas meal and earn these funds for the community meal and kitchen 

supplies  The checking account has been set up for the kitchen committee.  Specht and Co. will 

be allowed to access statements when the papers are signed. 

 Day Care:  Specht says Trinity Church and Trinity Day Care have separate EIN numbers.  Each 
entity has separate bylaws. 

 Old Business:   The Amazon Smile Account (called TrinitySmiles) has been set up.  Information 
on using it will be forthcoming.  A line item for the sound system will be added to the budget.  

Travis did a presentation on purchasing a computer to use with the sound system and the 

church’s website.  Council approved the purchase of a computer of approximately $1,000 using 

memorial fund money. The motion was approved. 

 New Business: President Robin Otto thanked the outgoing council members: Cindy Kramer, 

Jamie Masser, Sherry McDonald, Ross Schwalm, and Judy Rodichok and welcomed new 

members: Lillie Morgan, Sue Sallada, Steve Schwalm, Travis Snyder, and Tracy Witmer. 

 New Officers: The following offers were elected for 2018:  Robin Otto-President; Travis 
Snyder-Vice President; Phyllis Klouser-Secretary; Darlene Kiesel-Treasurer; Vernon Schlegel-

Financial Secretary.   

 Church Revitalization Group:  Pastor Brian reminded Council that the first meeting of the 
“Church Revitalization Group” will be Monday, January 15, 2018, at 7 pm.  The group will 

meet every other Monday. Everyone is invited to attend. 
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 Fellowship Events:  Council approved a request by Travis Snyder to hold fellowship events 
after the Saturday evening services.  He suggested speakers, discussion groups, Bible study, 

crafts, collections, etc.        

 Council Retreat:  The Council Retreat will be held at Kissinger’s Restaurant on Saturday, 

January 13, at 9:00 a.m.   

 Installation of Council members will be Sunday, January 7.   

 IT Committee:  Council approved a motion to establish an IT Committee. 
 Next Council Meeting:  The next Council Meeting will be Tuesday, January 9, at 7 pm.   

  
 

Hegins Valley Food Closet:  The Food Closet Item for January is canned sauerkraut.  Bring all 

sizes and varieties to the church during the month of January, along with any other food donations, 

to the cupboard in the overflow room.  They will be added to the collection for the Food Closet at 

St. John’s United Methodist Church in Hegins.  We thank Sandy Weist for delivering our donations 

to the Food Closet. 
 

Military Collection January-April 2018:  This year we are collecting for an Army Unit of 

Maintenance Mechanics that is stationed in the tiny nation of Kuwait, which you may remember 

from Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm in the 1990s.  It gets very, very hot in Kuwait, and 

the list of items to be collected reflects that.  We are collecting until April 1st (Easter Sunday):  

 

 Sandals, both mens and womens, all sizes  Ping pong balls 

 Sealed powdered laundry soap  Toothpaste 

 Dark polarized sunglasses (there is a heavy need)  Deodorant 

 Sunscreen  Baby wipes 

 Female hygiene products with applicators  Beef Jerkey 

 Latex gloves  Coffee 

 Magazines  Crackers 

 Crossword puzzle books  Canned tuna  

They also would greatly benefit from written letters of encouragement and support.   

 

All items will be packed up and shipped to this unit in the beginning of April and shipped out from 

Valley View all the way to Kuwait!   

 

New Sunday School Curriculum Beginning January 7
th

:  January 7
th

 begins our new children’s 

Sunday School curriculum.  Now our children will be following along with the lessons that are 

shared each Sunday.  For example, they will be learning all about Jesus’ baptism as we read that 

story during worship.  The Christian Education Committee selected this curriculum based on a 

deepening need for children to be connected to what we do during worship.  Thank you to the 

Christian Education Committee for all of your hard work! 

 

Installation of Council Members, January 7
th

:  Council members will be installed during the 

10:30 AM worship service, Sunday, January 7
th

. 

 

Council Meeting, January 9
th

:  The monthly meeting of Trinity’s Church Council will be held on 

Tuesday, January 9
th

 at 7:00 PM in the Library. 
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Agape Commmunity Meal, January 10
th

:  Our next Agape Community Meal will be served on 

Wednesday, January 10
th

 at 5:30 PM.  This month’s menu will be ham pot pie, coleslaw, 

rolls/butter, and cake.   All are welcome.  Please come and bring your family, friends, neighbors…  

And if you would like to help with this wonderful ministry, please see Cindy Kramer or Sherry 

McDonald.  We always welcome helping hands.  It is fun and very rewarding to take part in this 

meal and opportunity for community fellowship.  Consider joining us!  

 

Council Retreat, January 13
th

:  The annual Retreat for Trinity’s Church Council will be held on 

Saturday, January 13
th

 at 9 AM at Kissingers Restaurant, Gratz. 

 

Congregation Revitalization Book Study, Monday, January 15
th

:    Come and join us on 

Monday, January 15
th

 at 7:00 PM in the Library.  All are invited as we talk about revitalizing our 

congregation using the ideas from the book From Surviving to Thriving: A Practical Guide to 

Revitalize your Church.  The book was written by Rev. Dr. John H. Krahn, a Lutheran pastor who 

has been helping to revitalize churches for nearly fifty years.  His book presents practical 

suggestions that have been proven over many years in his ministry.  Each chapter also concludes 

with insightful action items that will promote meaningful discussion on how to put what is learned 

into practice.    This Book Study will be different, as it will also act as a Revitalization Task Force 

which will make recommendations to Council about steps to take as we look at the ongoing 

revitalization of ministry at Trinity Lutheran Church.  The book can be purchased on Amazon.  If 

you need a copy and do not have access to Amazon, please see Pastor Brian.  Again, all are invited! 

 

Soup Sundays…and Saturdays, too, January 20
th

 and 21st:   Saturday, January 20
th

 and Sunday, 

January 21
st
 will be our first Soup Sunday of the year.  No need to make lunch plans, just join us for 

soup on a cold winter’s day.  Hope to see you there!  P.S.  Our second Soup Sunday weekend will 

be Saturday February 17
th

 and Sunday, February 18
th

.   

 

Endowment Portfolio Review, January 22
nd

:  On Monday evening, January 22
nd

 at 5:30 in the 

Library, the Endowment Committee arranged for our investment management company, Hudock 

Capital Group, to present an end of year review of our endowment portfolio.  This meeting is open 

to all, and we encourage you to attend to learn the current status of our endowment funds.   

 

Congregational Safety Meeting, January 28
th

:  In our era of violence aimed at even churches, we 

at Trinity need to discuss our needs to make our congregation aware of safety issues and how we 

would handle a situation if it happened here.  Pastor Brian recently attended an event in Gettysburg 

and will be sharing that information with anyone who wishes to participate in planning for safety.  

If you are interested in this issue, please meet briefly with Pastor Brian following worship on 

January 28
th

. 

 

Contemporary Service, January 28
th

:  Come join us on Sunday evening, January 28
th

 at 6:00 PM 

for our Contemporary  Worship Service of praise and celebration of the victory won by our Savior 

Jesus Christ.  As this Sunday is one Sunday short of the Super Bowl, please bring as part of your 

offering a can of soup to be donated to St. John's Food Closet. 

 

Morning Bible Study:  Bible Study continues on Mondays at 9:30 AM in the library.  Please join 

us in our study of the Gospel of Matthew. 

 

Youth Group News:   

 On December 20th, our Junior Youth Group traveled to Providence Place in Pine Grove, where 

they sang Christmas carols for members of the congregation who reside there, as well as other 

residents.  It was a wonderful time filled with Christmas cheer! 
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Members of our Senior Youth Group went caroling on two separate occasions to fulfill the Carol-

grams sold to the congregation in support of the youth group mission trip in July to Roanoke, VA.  

Eleven Carol-grams were sold in total, and that raised $510 for the mission trip in total! 

 

2018 Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend:  Your marriage relationship is one of the things in 

life that provides the greatest potential for happiness. Is yours living up to this potential? Please 

make 2018 the year you resolve to attend a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend to learn how to 

maximize the joy and intimacy that God intends for your marriage.  The following Weekends have 

been scheduled with one more to be added in Massachusetts in the fall. 

 March 16-18, 2018 at Heritage Hotel Lancaster in Lancaster, PA. A newly-renovated hotel, 
home of the unique treehouse-inspired restaurant, "Loxley's." 

 April 6-8, 2018 at Toftrees Golf Resort in State College PA. A peaceful resort surrounded by a 

golf course and nestled in the woods in the center of PA. 

 September 14-16, 2018 at Spruce Lake Retreat in Canadensis, PA. A lovely hotel-style facility 
in a wooded area of the Poconos, an hour north of Allentown. 

 October 19-21, 2018 at Olmsted Retreat Center. A stunning, hotel-style retreat next to Olmsted 
Mansion in Allegheny National Forest, 2 hours north of Pittsburgh. 

Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included with your $100 per 

couple registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to 

make a confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward the continuation of the 

program. To be sure to get the Weekend of your choice, sign up at your earliest convenience by 

going to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org   and paying the registration fee with your credit 

card, or marking the option to mail a check. For questions, or if you would like a brochure with 

registration form mailed to you, contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, 

Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 orfjschamber@comcast.net. 
   

 

Dates Future Events 

July 6-9, 2018 Roanoke, VA Mission Trip:  Our youth, age 12 and up or going into 7
th

 

grade in the fall of 2018, are planning a Mission Trip July 6-9 (Friday – 

Monday) to Roanoke, VA.  Group Mission Trips will provide staffing to 

instruct all kids to safely perform their tasks, which will involve minor 

repair and painting houses in the depressed areas of Roanoke.  There will 

be lessons throughout the weekend that will connect our work with Jesus’ 

teachings.  On the way home, we will stop by Monticello, the historical 

residence of Thomas Jefferson, and take a tour before coming back to 

Valley View.  For more information and a full itinerary, please see Pastor 

Brian.   

February 17-18, 

2018 

Soup Saturday and Sunday after worship 

March 17, 2018 2018 Farm Family Celebration:  Saturday, March 17
th

 will be the Farm 

Family Celebration at the Hamburg Field House.  Doors will open at 6:15 

PM with a hot buffet served beginning at 7:00 PM.  Live Music will be 

provided by “The Outlaws”.  This event is free of charge to all Farm 

Families, with a $16 fee for all Farm Family supporters.  Registration 

forms are available at http://nepasynod.org/documents/ffac-flyer-

2018.pdf.  

http://www.godlovesmarriage.org/
http://nepasynod.org/documents/ffac-flyer-2018.pdf
http://nepasynod.org/documents/ffac-flyer-2018.pdf
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Dates Future Events 

April 1, 2018 End date for Kuwait Mission Collection 
 

 

Prayer Requests:  If you have a prayer request, please let Pastor Brian know. 
 

 

    about Epiphany 

 

Epiphany is the next major church event, and something we don’t lift up perhaps as we should.  So 

here is some information for your edification! 
 

Traditionally observed on January 6th, Epiphany celebrates partly, but not solely, the arrival of the 

Magi to visit the baby Jesus.  It takes place after Christmas, as we understand that the Magi (“Wise 
Men”) likely arrived well after Jesus was born.  Thus, we place it on the Church calendar when the 

Christmas season is over.   
 

Eastern Orthodox churches celebrate this festival on January 19th, and many who are of that 

tradition will keep their Christmas decorations up until that date.  Some churches eat something 

called Three Kings Cake around Ephiphany, which is a sweet bread with sugar on top.  Inside the 

cake somewhere is a tiny figure of a baby, representing the Christ Child.  It is seen as a measure of 

luck to receive the bread with the baby figurine.  In some families, however, the one who receives 

the baby in the cake has servant responsibilities, such as cleaning up after dinner.   

As 21st century Lutherans, we don’t usually celebrate Epiphany unless it falls on a Sunday.  

Perhaps we should do more! 

 
 

 

Worship Services  - Everyone Welcome! 

 Saturday Evenings, 6:00 PM  

 Sunday Mornings, abbreviated service at 8:00 AM; full service at 10:30 AM 

 Contemporary Service – 4
th

 Sunday, 6:00 PM  
 

Sunday School for all ages:  Sunday mornings, 9:00 AM 
 

 Children’s Sunday School:  Sunday School for our children ages 2 to 18 is held every 

Sunday morning from 9:00 to 10:15 AM.  There are classes for Nursery; Kindergarten-2
nd

 

Grades; 3
rd

 -4
th

 Grades; Pre-teens (5
th

-6
th

 Grades); Confirmation; and Teens (Post 

Confirmation). 
 

 Adult Sunday School:  Our adult discussion Sunday School Class is held every Sunday 

morning 9:00 to 10:00 AM in the church library.  The class uses the weekly Faith Lens 

curriculum for discussion of scripture as it relates to current events.   
 

Community Aid Bins:  The two Community Aid bins at the west end of the parking lot are waiting 

for donations.   Trinity receives 3 cents per pound back for whatever is donated which in turn is 

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition,  

with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.   

~Philippians 4:6 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwizvZWSq6LLAhUIWj4KHY71AxwQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartsign.com/image/4095/&psig=AFQjCNG_ZSJA9USJb4sV2W5Doae-dILlmA&ust=1457019587857211
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj38O6Ll8nKAhXFPz4KHePOCYUQjRwIBw&url=http://goldvend.org/25447-question-mark-clipart-animated/&psig=AFQjCNGhgIhiC8Ze7q1HTNK11J_8FNeU4g&ust=1453956050965217
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png&imgrefurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png.html&h=158&w=116&tbnid=hTFEkr9FfQkC7M:&docid=oKg2cBfEGq2asM&ei=FmvNVaiyAYKWyAS59KDoAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CIABEDMoRzBHahUKEwiolYP62qfHAhUCC5IKHTk6CB0
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used to support our Miles to Mend Program.  The items we donate are used to support Community 

Aid’s mission.  

 

Newsletter Distribution:  Please call the church office at 570-682-9373 to let Lillie know if you 

would like to receive the newsletter via email or U.S. mail or if you would prefer a LARGE PRINT 

version.  You may also pick up a copy inside the office entrance or on the shelving unit to the right 

of the glass case across from the Nursery classroom. 

 

Tree of Life:  Leaves in honor or memory of loved ones or special events such as weddings, 

confirmations, baptisms are still available.  The cost is $60 per leaf with proceeds designated for 

Christian Education.  If interested, please complete a Leave Your Legacy form for each leaf. 

 

Electronic Online Donations:  Online contributions can be debited automatically from your 

checking or savings account, or processed using your credit or debit card.  Vanco Payment 

Solutions is the administrator of the Simply Giving Program endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit 

Union.  To participate, please contact Alex Zimmerman at 570-617-3911 or Pastor Brian. 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 

Pastoral Visitation:  Due to health privacy laws, hospitals do not automatically call the church 

office to tell us when our members are hospitalized.  If you or someone in your family is 

hospitalized, please call Pastor Brian to ensure a pastoral visit.  Pastor Brian strives to visit 

members in nursing homes at least once every six weeks.  If you feel your loved one would 

benefit from more frequent pastoral visitation, please contact Pastor Brian.    
 

2017 Congregation Council and Officers 

Name Term Expires 

Bill Conrad 2018 

Carolyn Dunkelburger 2018 

Phyllis Klouser 2018  (Secretary) 

Tom Miller 2018 

Joyce Schlegel 2018 

Joe Fogarty 2019 

Beverly Hand 2019 

Darlene Kiesel 2019 (Treasurer) 

Robin Otto 2019 (President) 

Beau Troutman 2019 

Lillie Morgan 2020 

Sue Sallada 2020 

Steve Schwalm 2020 

Travis Snyder 2020 (Vice President) 

Tracy Witmer 2020 

Vernon Schlegel Financial Secretary 
 

 

 

Pastor Brian’s Office Hours:   

 Mondays  - 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM;  and  

 Tuesdays -  4:00 to 6:00 PM   

 Pastor Brian is also available by appointment. 

 

Pastor Brian’s Contact Information: 

 Church office:  570-682-9373 

 Cell phone:  570-516-1787 
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2017 Committees and Committee Chairs  

Committee Chair  Council Liaison 

Christian Education Lillie Morgan Lillie Morgan 

Discipleship Sherry McDonald Beau Troutman 

Endowment Bill Conrad/Tom Miller Tom Miller/Bill Conrad 

Fellowship   

Finance Julie Ballay Bill Conrad/Tom Miller 

Kitchen Cindy Kramer  

Property Paul Kramer  

Worship & Music Joyce Schlegel Joyce Schlegel 

2017 Endowment Committee (3 year term) 

Name Term Expires Name Term Expires 

Bill Conrad 2018 Ron Schreffler 2019 

Tom Miller 2018 Beverly Hand 2019 

Joan Klinger 2019 Helen Masser 2019 

If you need access to any other portion of the building which is also locked (i.e. kitchen, offices, 

basement), please contact the church office at 570-682-9373.  

 
 

God’s Work, Our Hands  
 

Mission Statement Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and is 

called to carry on the serving, teaching, proclaiming ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ to all people 

through our life as a congregation and through our daily lives as individual Christians.  


