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The Newsletter, January 2019 

 
 

Pastor’s Letter 
Greetings in the name of the one who was born in a lowly manger and now is the King of Kings. 

 

I look forward to 2019.  I hope that you do too.   

 

Maybe you're not looking forward to 2019.  Maybe you see challenges ahead.  The church is no 

different, and certainly, we will all have challenges in some place in life.  Unexpected things will arrive 

to dampen our spirits, and we will have extra hoops to jump through and extra responsibilities that we 

didn't count on.   

 

It is hard sometimes to look into the future with hope because we see the passing of time and are 

reminded of our mortality.  However, we also need to look forward with a sure and certain hope of 

immortality because of Christ.  And every calendar year that passes gets us closer to the realization of 

the hope that keeps us going!   

 

The early Christians indeed looked hopefully at the future because they believed that Christ was coming 

in their lifetime.  They took too literally the word "generation" that Jesus used when he talked about the 

end.   

 

It's interesting that way.  We look at generations in a certain way, in a smaller way, than God does. For 

God, we are all a part of one generation that has been ongoing for thousands of years.  I suppose it is 

easier to look at it that way when you can see all of time at once, when you have the "big picture" that 

God has.  But for God, we are all connected.   

 

And why am I excited?  Because Jesus will show up in 2019.  I'm not making some prediction about the 

return of Christ, but I am making a prediction about you.  Because in your life, in what you do, in how 

you carry out God's love, Jesus will indeed show up.  He will show up in your lending a helping hand to 

a neighbor in need.  He will show up when the mission trip goes to Cincinnati and the participants of the 

trip learn new things about themselves.  Jesus will show up each month when we feed our neighbor and 

each time when you come to worship.  Jesus will show up in the Holy mystery that is Holy 

Communion. 

 

At the time of this writing, Christmas is past and you are probably in the midst of taking down your 

decorations if you haven't already.  After the Christmas feast, the church has work to do.  The church 

has the work of being the hands and feet of Christ in this world, working that which is well-pleasing to 

God.  The church has the work of loving and giving of itself in a radical way.   

 

I'm excited because I can't wait to see how God uses each and every one of you in 2019.  I can't wait to 

see how God uses me, either.   

 

Peace to you in this New Year! 

 

-Pastor Brian 
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************************************************************************************ 

    
 

 Rose Spotts entered into eternal rest on December 3, 2018.  Pastor Brian shared this about Rose…  

When I think of Rose, I think of someone who loved this community.  As most of you know, Rose 

worked for years in the cafeteria at the high school.  She loved that work and loved seeing the kids 

every day, and loved that she could be a part of taking care of them.  She also joked with me that she 

didn't have a long commute!  (She and her husband Ron live probably about a three minute walk 

from the school.)  Also when I think of Rose I will always think of that smile that she had when I 

saw her.  That smile persisted, even with her lengthy battle with cancer.  She loved her family and 

loved how they lovingly supported her through the past few years.  Her grandson up to a few weeks 

ago was calling her to let her know which foods to eat that would help battle cancer.  As per Rose's 

wishes, there was no public service, but do keep her husband Ron and their entire family in your 

prayers.  As most of you know, Ron is one of the friendliest people we have in our community, and 

I am sure that in a few weeks he would appreciate a call or a card.  May the hope of the resurrection 

carry us as we mourn the loss of Rose Spotts. 
 

*************************************************************************************** 
TRINITY… SERVING, TEACHING, AND PROCLAIMMING 

 

December Highlights   
 

Advent Craft Faire:   In keeping with our Advent tradition, the Christian Education Committee again 

provided a wonderful Advent Craft Faire to celebrate the first Sunday in Advent.  The 40 children who 

participated enjoyed making a variety of Christmas-related crafts.  We thank the Christian Education 

Committee; the crafters who provided ideas, supplies and guidance; those who donated craft supplies; 

and those who attended.  We had a really nice time! 

 

Advent Assistants:  We thank our families who served as Advent Assistants to lead us in our reading 

and candle lighting during advent.  May the meaning of each candle on the Advent wreath stay with us 

all year long: 

 Hope - the inspiring and uplifting hope that Christ among us represents; 

 Peace - both the Prince of Peace himself and the promise of peace on Earth; 

 Joy - the joy the shepherds received at hearing the news of Christ’s birth, or the joy that God brings 

into our lives; 

 Love - both God’s boundless love for us and our love for one another; 

 “Christ” candle to celebrate the purity of Jesus and the joy felt on Christmas day; 

 

Trinity’s Annual Christmas Covered Dish Social:  The Annual Christmas Covered Dish Social was a 

fun-filled evening for all who attended.  We started off with a wonderful variety of delicious dishes.  

Following dinner we were treated to excellent entertainment including our own stand-up comedian,  

musicians, a reading about the birth of Jesus, the 2018 edition of Trinity Family Feud and a visit from 

In Memorium   
May the light and promise of the Resurrection shine  

in the lives of the family and friends of 
Rose Spotts 

Rest eternal grant her, Lord,  
and let light perpetual shine upon her. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/c/f/f/M/j/y/cross-th.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-christ-on-the-cross.html&h=99&w=81&tbnid=LITFgleDPD2DuM:&docid=yhhBJEAeoLZqlM&ei=K8n5VvO1GMTVeLSOlUA&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwiz9-nuzuTLAhXEKh4KHTRHBQg4ZBAzCC8oLDAs
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Santa and Mrs. Claus.  We thank all who participated in the entertainment, helped in the planning, set 

up and clean up, and all who attended.  This Annual Covered Dish Social has been a Trinity Christmas 

Tradition for at least 50 years.  If it isn’t already, next year make it one of your Christmas Traditions – 

mark your calendar for the second Sunday in December.  Hope to see you then! 

 

Agape Community Meal:  On December 12th we enjoyed another Agape Community Meal.  The 

Kitchen and Discipleship Committees started this ministry in March of 2017 and it is going strong ever 

since.  We average about 70 to 80 people at a meal, have involved the Junior Youth Group in the 

program, and have built a community of regular attenders and friends.  It is an amazing event to attend 

and be involved in.  There always seems to be enough money to buy the food and enough food when we 

have no idea how many will attend.  We thank God for enabling us to provide this meal to our 

community. 
 

 

 

Thank you, Cindy!  We extend a big thanks to Cindy Kramer for providing 

Christmas Cookies for dessert for our December Community Meal.  Thank 

you so very much, Cindy, for your wonderful generosity.    
 

 

Children’s Christmas Program:  It is always such a joyful celebration of Christmas when we see our 

children re-enacting the story of Jesus Birth.  We look forward to hearing the message they share with 

us and love seeing them grow in their faith as they participate in this program each year. 

 

 

Thank you to Lisa Rodichok and Carolyn Dunkelberger for once again 

doing such a wonderful job selecting, directing, and coordinating the 

Children’s Christmas Program; 

Thank you to our Sunday School teachers for helping with rehearsals; 

Thank you to our children for sharing the story of the first Christmas and 

their musical talents with us; 

Thank you to their parents who bring them to Sunday School and allow us to 

take part in their child’s faith journey. 

Thank you to Phyllis Klouser for donating fruit for the children. 

 

 

 

Thank you to Yvonne Specht and the Decorating Committee for the 

awesome job they did decorating the church.  We appreciate how beautiful 

the church looks as we celebrate the Christmas Season.  Thank you! 

DVDs of Christmas Services Available: Copies of DVDs recorded of the Children’s Christmas 

Program and the Christmas Eve Service are still available.  We are asking for a $5 donation which will 

be given to our Miles to Mend and Brethren Housing Association ministries.  Please call the church 

office at 570-682-9373 to request a copy. 

 

Miles to Mend:  We had one of our highest uses in one month of Miles to Mend funds, as we fulfilled 

five requests in the month of December.  Please remember to turn in your Redner's receipts in the box in 

the rear of the sanctuary.  Every receipt helps us to continue to fund this essential ministry.  In 2018, we 

received $1,400 from Redners for our receipts, $456 from the Community Aide bins, and $436 in 

donations for a total of $2,292 to support our Miles to Mend fund.  Anyone in the Tri-Valley School 

District can be nominated so long as they meet our guidelines for travel for medical treatment, student 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiV2J6H3L_QAhXPciYKHdMGDl4QjRwIBw&url=http://wikiclipart.com/thank-you-clipart_1354/&psig=AFQjCNHDOgW0an4Av2xzEvwJoshd5fAlHw&ust=1480019376446944
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiV2J6H3L_QAhXPciYKHdMGDl4QjRwIBw&url=http://wikiclipart.com/thank-you-clipart_1354/&psig=AFQjCNHDOgW0an4Av2xzEvwJoshd5fAlHw&ust=1480019376446944
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participation fees, and other personal assistance needs.  A BIG THANKS to Vernon Schlegel for 

taking care of all those Redners receipts and to everyone who brings them to the church.   

  

 

Hegins Valley Food Closet:  For January, the food closet item is 

spaghetti sauce.  Bring any jars or cans of sauce of any brand or 

type to the cupboard in the rear of the overflow room, and they will 

be added to the collection at the Food Closet of St. John's United 

Methodist Church. 

 

At the December Council Meeting, a decision was made to give any 

donations made to the category of “Local Assistance Programs” to 

St John’s Food Closet for the purchase of perishable items. 

 

Sunday Church School, January 6th:  Sunday school resumes on January 6th.  Please note that the 

new time for Sunday School to begin is 9:30 AM.  

 

Contemporary Service, January 6th and January 27th:  There will be two Contemporary Services 

held in January, one on January 6th (which is a makeup from December) and then another on January 

27th.  Come and join us in praise and song! 

Agape Community Meal, January 9th:  Our next Agape Community Meal will be served on 

Wednesday, January 9th at 5:30 PM.  This month’s menu will be meatloaf, scalloped potatoes, roast 

carrots, rolls, dessert.   In February we will be serving lasagna, tossed salad, crusty rolls, dessert.  All are 

welcome.  Please come and bring your family, friends, neighbors…  And if you would like to help with 

this wonderful ministry, please see Cindy Kramer or Sherry McDonald.  We always welcome helping 

hands.  It is fun and very rewarding to take part in this meal and opportunity for community fellowship.  

Consider joining us!  

 

Church Council Retreat, January 12th:  Members of Trinity’s church council will meet on Saturday, 

January 12th at 8:00 AM at the Valley Restaurant in Fountain for a retreat to identify goals for Trinity in 

2019.   

 

 

Movie Night, January 12th:  Movie Night will be held at Trinity on 

Saturday, January 12th at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary following the Saturday 

night worship service.  It will be a free showing of “Won’t You Be My 

Neighbor”, the Fred Rogers documentary that was almost unanimously 

considered one of the best movies of 2018.  Our Brothers and Sisters from 

Friedens in Llewellyn will be with us, so come and meet a new face! 

 

 

What’s Happening in 
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Breakfast with the Bible with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ in 

Llewellyn, January 26th:  All are invited to join us on January 26th at 

Behm’s Restaurant in Tremont!  (please note location change)  We will 

have breakfast with members from Friedens Lutheran in Llewellyn, 

followed by an informal sharing of our faith using scripture with Pastor 

Brian.  We will begin at 8:00 AM, so come with hungry bellies and a 

desire to hear the Word! 

 

Youth Group Activity:  The Junior Youth Group went Christmas Caroling at Providence Place in Pine 

Grove on December 19.  Thanks to our drivers who made it possible for transport from the High School 

and then back to Trinity: Joe Fogarty, Carolyn Dunkelberger, Jamie Masser, Cindy Kramer, Paul 

Kramer, Joan Klinger, Darlene Kiesel, and Vernon Schlegel.   

 

Next, our Junior Youth Group will be setting up for the Community Meal on January 12th as they have 

done for every Community Meal while school is in session.   

 

Youth Group members are encouraged to participate in our free showing of "Won't You Be My 

Neighbor", the Fred Rogers Documentary, on January 15th at 7:00 in the sanctuary.   
 

Bible Study:  Bible Study of the Gospel of Mark continues on Mondays at 9:30 AM in the 

library.  Everyone is welcome.  And bring a friend!   

 

Mission Trip to Cincinnati for Youth and Adults:  The dates for this mission trip are July 14-20, 

2019.  The trip is open to youth age 12 and up AND adults. Here’s how we will serve in Cincinnati… 

 Assist a feeding ministry that serves over 8,000 meals to kids across Northern Kentucky and 

Cincinnati daily.  We will help prepare food for kids as well as interacting with these kids in games 

and arts and crafts. 

 Help with day-to-day needs of a Christian camp including helping in the kitchen with meal service, 

cleaning, filling water coolers, painting and landscaping. 

 Brighten senior’s day at the elderly center.  We will visit, do yard work, wash windows, plant 

flowers, lead sing-a-longs and exercises and do some light painting. 

 Teach inner city girls dance.  Mentor these girls through dance, no experience needed-you’ll get 

lessons. 

 Assist with planning and implementation of a youth program for ages 6-13, including creative arts, 

physical education, education, devotions and lunch. 

 Bring lunch to a park for children that have been identified as living in poverty.  We will also have 

the opportunity to read and do other activities with these children. 

A non-refundable deposit of $50 is due ASAP to secure your spot.  If you are interested or have 

questions, please contact Pastor Brian. 

 

Portable DVD Players Needed:  We are hoping to get DVDs of our services out to homebound 

members.  As part of this, we would like to collect DVD players so that we can drop off a player with 

the service loaded.  If you have an old portable DVD player you aren’t using, we are asking that you 

might donate it for this use so that we can include our homebound members with our Sunday 

Worshship. 

 

DVD Service Delivery: To help keep our shut-ins feeling part of our church family, we will be 

delivering DVDs of our worship services with a player to our shut-ins.  We are looking for volunteers to 

help with the delivery.  All you need to do is drop off the DVD and player, pick it back up when they 
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are done watching, and then take it back to the church.  If you are willing to participate, please speak to 

Pastor Brian. 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries: To help celebrate birthdays and wedding anniversaries, we would like to 

project pictures on the screen at the time of singing.  Anyone interested should submit a photo two 

weeks ahead of the date.  Just give it to Pastor Brian, Lillie, or put it in the door of the church office.  

Surprise your loved one with a photo from the past!  

 

AmazonSmile: Don’t forget about the contribution Amazon will make on your behalf when you 

designate Trinity as the recipient charity on AmazonSmile.  AmazonSmile is a website operated by 

Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. When you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 

products to the charitable organization of your choice.  Trinity is registered with the AmazonSmile 

program to receive donations from Amazon when purchases are made from Amazon accounts.  To shop 

at AmazonSmile enter smile.amazon.com in the web browser on your computer or mobile device.  To 

choose Trinity as the recipient, enter “Lutheran Church Valley View” (do not enter PA) in the charity 

search box.  Trinity Lutheran Church Valley View PA should appear after you press enter.   

Save the Dates 
 

Dates Future Events 

July 14-20, 2019 Mission Trip – Trinity’s mission trip to Cincinnati.  This trip is open to 

youth age 12 and up AND adults.  A non-refundable deposit of $50 is 

due ASAP to secure your spot.   

 

    about "We Three Kings"? 
 

January brings about Epiphany, when we observe the coming of the Magi to greet the Christ Child.  One 

particular hymn, "We Three Kings of Orient Are", which is found in our blue book With One Voice, is 

almost always sung around that time of year.   

 

You may not know this, but this hymn actually has its root in Pennsylvania!  It was written by John 

Henry Hopkins Jr.,an Episcopalian, while he was serving an Episcopal church in Williamsport.  At that 

time, he was serving at Christ Episcopal in Williamsport, which still exists to this day.  At the time of 

the writing of the hymn, Christ Episcopal was only 16 years old, but it has now existed for 177 

years.  As you can imagine, members of the congregation are quite proud of their former priest, and the 

hymn remains a strong connection point.   

 

Rev. Hopkins actually wrote the hymn for a Christmas pageant in New York City, but it quickly gained 

popularity and now is used worldwide.   

 

As for the content of the hymn's lyrics, Hopkins wrote the hymn with the intent that the middle three 

verses would each be sung by a different male voice as a solo, each representing the three "kings" as 

they describe the gift that they bring.  The first and last verses, therefore, would be sung by everyone as 

verses of praise to what God has accomplished.  Needless to say, this way of singing the hymn is almost 

never done. 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj38O6Ll8nKAhXFPz4KHePOCYUQjRwIBw&url=http://goldvend.org/25447-question-mark-clipart-animated/&psig=AFQjCNGhgIhiC8Ze7q1HTNK11J_8FNeU4g&ust=1453956050965217
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As for "three kings"?  In the 1800's, as you may have heard, they ascribed three kings or "wise men" 

because of the three gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  As you may guess, just because there are 

three gifts does not mean that there were three visitors.  Still, this song teaches us how the presence of 

the Christ Child joined people together from different cultures and different backgrounds, and how 

Christ was and is everyone's king.   
 

Important Reminders  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us: 

 Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 153, 1220 West Maple Street Valley View, PA 17983 

 Office Phone: (570) 682-9373 

 Visit us on the web at: www.TrinityintheValley.com  

 Email address for Trinity:  TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com  

 Follow us on Facebook 
 

Pastor Brian’s Contact Information: 

 Church office:  570-682-9373 

 Pastor Brian’s cell phone:  570-516-1787 
 

Pastor Brian’s Office Hours:   

 Mondays  - 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM  

 Pastor Brian is also available by appointment 
 

Church Secretary’s Office Hours:  Lillie will be in the office on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 

evenings from 5:00 to 8:00 PM.  Bulletin deadline is Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM for the current 

week’s bulletin.  Bulletins will be available for folding from late Thursday evening on.  If you need 

anything at a time other than Lillie’s regular hours, please let her know at 570-682-9373 (office) or  

570-682-8217 (home).   

 

Pastoral Visitation:  Due to health privacy laws, hospitals do not automatically call the church office to 

tell us when our members are hospitalized.  If you or someone in your family is hospitalized, please call 

Worship Services  - Everyone Welcome! 

 Saturday Evenings, 6:00 PM  

 Sunday Mornings, 10:30 AM  

 Contemporary Service – 6:00 PM.  There will be two Contemporary Services held 

in January, one on January 6th (which is a makeup from December) and then 

another on January 27. 

Sunday School for all ages:  Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM (PLEASE NOTE TIME 

CHANGE.  WE’RE TRYING SOMETHING NEW) 
 

 Children’s Sunday School:  Sunday School for our children ages 2 to 18 is 

held every Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10:15 AM.  There are classes for 

Nursery; Kindergarten-2nd Grades; 3rd -4th Grades; Pre-teens (5th-6th Grades); 

Confirmation; and Teens (Post Confirmation). 
 

 Adult Sunday School:  Our adult discussion Sunday School Class is held 

every Sunday morning 9:30 to 10:15 AM in the church library.  The class uses 

the weekly Faith Lens curriculum for discussion of scripture as it relates to 

current events.   

 events.   
 

http://www.trinityinthevalley.com/
mailto:TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png&imgrefurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png.html&h=158&w=116&tbnid=hTFEkr9FfQkC7M:&docid=oKg2cBfEGq2asM&ei=FmvNVaiyAYKWyAS59KDoAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CIABEDMoRzBHahUKEwiolYP62qfHAhUCC5IKHTk6CB0
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sabecorse.net/Worship_with_us.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sabecorse.net/worshiptimes.htm&h=256&w=433&tbnid=DtfMFU0ClxoZ2M:&docid=HbrToutDkDG0aM&ei=u8avVs-sDcrr-AGs_oeABQ&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwiP9piRutfKAhXKNT4KHSz_AVA4ZBAzCFgoVTBV
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZn6qO9ZrLAhUJjz4KHdENDVAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/sunday-school-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNH8C6jNDCaVdJWvs081zIND6Baimg&ust=1456764325188518


Trinity Lutheran Church Newsletter | January 2019 
  Page 8 

Pastor Brian to ensure a pastoral visit.  Pastor Brian strives to visit members in nursing homes at least 

once every six weeks.  If you feel your loved one would benefit from more frequent pastoral 

visitation, please contact Pastor Brian.    
 

Community Aid Bins:  The two Community Aid bins at the west end of the parking lot are waiting for 

donations.   Trinity receives 3 cents per pound back for whatever is donated which in turn is used to 

support our Miles to Mend Program.  The items we donate support Community Aid’s mission.  

 

Newsletter Distribution:  Please call the church office at 570-682-9373 to let Lillie know if you would 

like to receive the newsletter via email or U.S. mail or if you would prefer a LARGE PRINT version.  

You may also pick up a copy inside the office entrance or on the shelving unit to the right of the glass 

case across from the Nursery classroom. 

 

Tree of Life:  Leaves in honor or memory of loved ones or special events such as weddings, 

confirmations, baptisms are still available.  The cost is $60 per leaf with proceeds designated for 

Christian Education.  If interested, please complete a Leave Your Legacy form for each leaf. 

 

Electronic Online Donations:  Online contributions can be debited automatically from your checking 

or savings account, or processed using your credit or debit card.  Vanco Payment Solutions is the 

administrator of the Simply Giving Program endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union.  To 

participate, please contact Alex Zimmerman at 570-617-3911 or Pastor Brian. 
 

2018 Congregation Council, Terms and Officers: 

     2019      2020      2021      Officers 

Joe Fogarty 

Beverly Hand 

Darlene Kiesel  

Robin Otto  

Beau Troutman 

Lillie Morgan 

Sue Sallada 

Steve Schwalm 

Travis Snyder  

Tracy Witmer 

Justin Hatter 

Joan Klinger 

Cindy Kramer 

Jennifer Moore 

Yvonne Specht 

 

President, Joan Klinger 

Vice President, Robin Otto 

Secretary, Lillie Morgan 

Treasurer, Darlene Kiesel 

Financial Secretary, Vernon Schlegel  

2019 Committees, Committee Chairs, and (Council Liaisons):  

 

2019:  Beverly Hand, Joan Klinger, Helen Masser, Ron Schreffler 

2021:  Justin Hatter, Robin Otto 

 

If you need access to any other portion of the building which is also locked (i.e. kitchen, offices, 

basement), please contact the church office at 570-682-9373.  
 

 Christian Education:  Lillie Morgan (Lillie Morgan) 

 Discipleship:  Sherry McDonald (Beau Troutman) 

 Endowment:  Ron Schreffler  

 Fellowship:   

 Finance:  Robin Otto (Robin Otto) 

 Kitchen:  Cindy Kramer (Cindy Kramer) 

 Property:  Paul Kramer  

 Worship & Music:  Joyce Schlegel 

 

Endowment Committee and Terms 
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“The Lord is my 
shepherd; 

 I shall not want." 

Psalm 23:1 

 
God’s Work, Our Hands  

 

Mission Statement Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and is called 

to carry on the serving, teaching, proclaiming ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ to all people through 

our life as a congregation and through our daily lives as individual Christians.  

 


