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The Newsletter,  July 2018 

 
 

Pastor’s Letter 
Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen! 

 

With the summer comes a lot of opportunity to rest and relax for many people.  Many of these 
people are, of course, your kids.  I know many parents who laugh when they hear the words 

"summer break" because usually trying to find time to occupy your kids, take them to camps, and 

go on vacation make things different than the rest of the year.  Of course, it's still often very busy. 

 

I remember an episode of the Simpsons where Bart, the young, spiky haired boy, is told by his 

father Homer that, "son, when you grow up, you miss every summer!"  I remember hearing about 

that and feeling pretty bummed. 

 
Now I'm grown up, or at least a reasonable facsimile thereof.  The summer is not the bummer that I 

expected, in part because of the light that is with us this time of year.  I am writing this on what will 

be the longest day of the year, when the sun rose at its earliest time and will set at its latest.  Part of 

the reason I love summer is because we get to be awash in that light. 

 

This of course reminds me that Jesus says that he is the "light of the world."  That light encourages 

us to be living in a Christlike manner in our lives.  So while we might be looking forward to some 
recreation, we also know that our call to follow Christ does not end. 

 

Later on in the year, we will go through the daylight savings changes and it will be dark at 5:00 or 

earlier.  I personally loathe those days, but I am reminded in scripture that "the light was not 

overcome by darkness."  Not only does that apply to the length of our days, but it applies to how 

God works in us as well.  Sometimes we get frustrated and down about the darkness in this 

world.  Even in trying to do good we confront it!  But yet we know that God wants us to persevere. 

 
Years ago I was reminded of this when the school shooting at Nickel Mines in Lancaster County 

happened.  You probably remember the story of a troubled man who made the terrible decision to 

enter into an Amish school and shoot many of its students.  It seemed very dark.  It was very 

dark!  Yet then the Amish community responded, they responded with forgiveness.  Many were 

befuddled.  This radical expression that came from their faith seemed alien to some.  However, I 

choose to believe that it was only possible in understanding Christ's love. 

 

Let us seek to understand this love and press on, whether it be day or night. 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Brian 
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TRINITY… SERVING, TEACHING, AND PROCLAIMMING 
 

 June Highlights 

 

Baptism of Timothy Eugene Giovanni Beissel, June 10th:  Timothy 

Eugene Giovanni Beissel, son of Pastors Brian and Michelle Beissel, was 

baptized on June 10th at Elysburg United Methodist Church, Elysburg.  We 

welcome Timmy as a fellow worker with us.  We extend our love and 

support as he grows in his knowledge and faith in the Word of God. 

 

Graduates Recognized, June 10th:  We recognized our Graduates during the worship service: Bryce 

Bossler, Micah Ulicny and Rebecca Witmer (Tri Valley High School), and Jordan Schwalm 

(Bloomsburg University) 

Agape Community Meal, June 13th:  At our June Agape Community meal approximately 80 of us  

enjoyed a delicious meal of spaghetti and meatballs with rolls, salad and dessert as well as a pleasant 

evening of fellowship.  Thanks to all who attended and who helped set up, prepare, serve, and clean up.  

If you’d be interested in helping with any, some, or all of these tasks, we’d love to have you.  Contact 

Cindy Kramer, Sherry McDonald, or Joan Klinger, or the church office at 570-682-9373. 
 

Miles to Mend:  We had one request for aid in the month of June for Miles to Mend.  Please continue to 

nominate people who could benefit from assistance in the form of a gas card from Redner's.  This is 

available to all in the Tri-Valley School District who have to routinely travel for ongoing medical 

care.  Thank you for your support of this program! 

 

Please be aware that we are also opening up Miles to Mend for families who cannot afford the "Pay to 

Play" fee for activities in our School District.  The same nomination form at the church can be used for 

this endeavor.  With the Tri Valley School Board passing the “Pay to Play” policy, the Discipleship 

Committee would like to remind everyone that our Miles to Mend fund was expanded earlier this year 

to include not only financial assistance for those who need to travel distances for ongoing medical care 

but also to help students who need financial assistance with expenses to participate in extra-curricular 

activities, such as sports, band, chorus, drama, and other clubs.  All that is needed to receive assistance 

is to complete a nomination form and return in the confidential box in the office entrance of the church.  

No financial information is requested, and they do not have to belong to Trinity.  If you know a student 

who may not participate in extracurricular activities because of the $100 fee, please let them know about 

this program.  We want every child who wants to play a sport, an instrument in the band, sing in the 

chorus, join the drama or other clubs to be able to participate.  

 

The Sneeze:  As June is the time for many graduation ceremonies, here is a story that will warm your 

heart….   They walked in tandem, each of the ninety-two students filing into the already crowded 

auditorium.  With their rich maroon gowns flowing and the traditional caps, they looked almost as 

grown up as they felt.  Dads swallowed hard behind broad smiles, and Moms freely brushed away tears. 

 

This class would NOT pray during the commencements, not by choice, but because of a recent court 

ruling prohibiting it.  The principal and several students were careful to stay within the guidelines 

allowed by the ruling.    

  

They gave inspirational and challenging speeches, but no one mentioned divine guidance and no one 

asked for blessings on the graduates or their families.  The speeches were nice, but they were routine 

until the final speech received a standing ovation. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjipfjs8ZPOAhXDVT4KHWhUD1EQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartsign.com/image/38662/&psig=AFQjCNHv9qHUkMKed98ZlY0aKB7l6q55RQ&ust=1469717190860213
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A solitary student walked proudly to the microphone. He stood still and silent for just a moment, and 

then, it happened.  All 92 students, every single one of them, suddenly SNEEZED !!!! 

 

The student on stage simply looked at the audience and said, 'GOD BLESS YOU'. 

August Newsletter:  Stay tuned for highlights from Vacation Bible School, Dedication of the English 

Lutheran Church in Minersville and the Youth Mission trip to Roanoke! 

What’s Happening in July 

 

 

Hegins Valley Food Closet:  The item for St. John's United Methodist Church's 

Food Closet for July is Ketchup and Mustard.  Please bring all donations of these 

items and any other food donations that you might have to the cupboard in the 

overflow, where they will be donated to the Food Closet at St. John's.   

 

 

Sunday Morning Early Service Time Change:  With Pastor Brian now conducting the worship 

service at Friedens Lutheran Church in Llewellyn at 9:00 AM, our early service will begin at 7:45 AM.  

 

Intergenerational Summer Sunday School:  Summer Sunday School is being held at 9:30 AM. 

(Please note time change for summer only!)  This is an intergenerational Sunday School format, all 

ages including adult!  The theme is "The Righteous Shall Live by Faith.  (Description from online 

"Truth:78".  "The Ten Commandments have much to teach us about our great and glorious God.  They 

reflect the perfections of God and His heart for His people.  They are the foundations of God's moral 

law.  The Righteous Shall Live By Faith is an intergenerational study of the Ten Commandments in 

their historical context.  Each commandment is studied both specifically and generally as the themes of 

law and grace are taught.  Small group discussions take place within the lesson time as well as at the end 

of the lesson.  The final group discussion time for each lesson is presented in a game format."    We 

hope that you will give this opportunity a chance and join us this summer as all ages work together to 

learn more about the Ten Commandments and the themes of law and grace!  

 

Agape Community Meal, July 11th:  Our next Agape Community meal is on Wednesday, July 11th at 

5:30.  We will be serving hamburgers/hot dogs on buns, baked beans, chips, fresh fruit salad.  Spread 

the word!  If you’d be interested in helping with this ministry, we’d love to have you.  Contact Cindy 

Kramer, Sherry McDonald, or Joan Klinger, or the church office at 57-682-9373. 

 

And if you want to plan ahead, mark your calendar for the second Wednesday of every month.  Our next 

Community meal will be Wednesday, August 8th.  The menu is pulled chicken/rolls, chips, carrots/ 

celery/dip, and Jello desserts.  We hope you’ll join us!  

 

First Day Fresh Impressions, June 15-August 1:  The Discipleship Committee is again hosting the 

First Day, Fresh Impressions program which helps families prepare for the next school year.  Collection 

boxes will be placed around the area from June 15th to August 1st to collect new or gently used clothing 

for children from kindergarten to high school senior. In mid August, people will be invited to go school 

shopping for free in Trinity’s overflow.  Jamie Schwalm, Jordan Schwalm, and Dara Troutman will be 

the organizers for this year’s program. 
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Tri-Valley Cross Country Shoe Drive Fundraiser and Service Project, 

April 23rd – August 31st:  The Tri-Valley Cross Country Team and Booster 

Organization is continuing to collect gently used shoes of all types and sizes 

through August.  Shoes can be placed in the bin in the overflow, Moore 

supply, Phoenix PT in Gratz, Sterman Masser Inc and St Andrews.  They are 

very close to their goal of 2,500.  Thanks to all who have contributed to this 

dual cause.  Questions:  contact Jamie at 717-649-4200. 

 

Contemporary Service, July 22st:  Please be aware that the Contemporary Service in July will not 

be held on the last Sunday of the month as usual, but will instead be held on July 22nd!  We had a 

wonderful attendance in June, and hope to see everyone back this month as well! 

 

Morning Bible Study:  Bible Study continues on Mondays at 9:30 AM in the library.  Please join us in 

our summer faith discussions.   

 

Youth Group News:  Youth from our congregation will have had an experience at Roanoke, VA on a 

Mission Trip by the time you have read this.  A group of 11 total from our congregation, adults and 

children alike, went on this trip from July 6-9.  You will get to read a report on our trip in next month's 

newsletter! 

 

As of August 1, forms for both Junior and Senior Youth Groups will be available at the church 

office.  As of the first day of school, forms will be released to the general population of the school 

district.  As everyone knows, Junior Youth Group is a very popular program.  Last year we were able to 

accept everyone into the program who sent in a form, and while we will attempt to do so again, there 

cannot be a guarantee.  This is all to say that the earlier you get the forms in, the better.   

 

Trinity’s Own Cookbook:  Trinity’s Kitchen Committee is taking orders for 

our 220 recipe cookbook.  Cookbooks are $8.00, with all profits being donated 

to the Brethren Housing Association.  Orders will be accepted through        

July 29th, and must be prepaid.  Checks should be made to TLC Kitchen 

Committee. 

Still Wanted! Special Music for Summer Worship Services:  Anyone who sings, plays an instrument 

or is learning to sing or play an instrument or knows someone who signs or plays an instrument is 

invited to provide special music for our summer worship services.  We’d love for you to share your 

special talent with us.  A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board.   

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries: To help celebrate birthdays and wedding anniversaries, we would like to 

project pictures on the screen at the time of singing.  Anyone interested should submit a photo two 

weeks ahead of the date.  Just give it to Pastor Brian, Lillie, or put it in the door of the church office.  

Surprise your loved one with a photo from the past! 

 

DVD Delivery:  We will be delivering DVDs of our worship services with a DVD player to our shut-

ins.  We are looking for volunteers to help with the delivery.  All you need to do is drop off the DVD 

and player, pick it up when they are done watching, and then take it back to the church.  If you are 

willing to help, please speak to Pastor Brian. 

 

BHA Needs Extra Help:  The Brethren Housing Association (BHA) needs extra help recovering 

expenses for recent repairs needed.  During a planned renovation project, it was discovered that the 
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sewer pipes installed in 1937 were corroded and had to be replaced at the 1245 Mulberry Street 

property.  In addition, a leak in the waterline was discovered outside the 1245 Mulberry Street property 

during a routine check, which became BHA’s responsibility to repair, along with a sink hole that has 

formed in the alley next to the property.  A gift of any amount is truly appreciated to assist with an 

unexpected $17,000 expense.  Posted on the bulletin board is a letter from Jessica at BHA, describing 

the details of these repairs.   

 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend:  Your marriage relationship is one of the things in life that 

provides the greatest potential for happiness. Is yours living up to this potential? Please make 2018 the 

year you resolve to attend a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend to learn how to maximize the joy 

and intimacy that God intends for your marriage.  The following Weekends have been scheduled with 

one more to be added in Massachusetts in the fall. 

 September 14-16, 2018 at Spruce Lake Retreat in Canadensis, PA. A lovely hotel-style facility in a 

wooded area of the Poconos, an hour north of Allentown. 

 October 19-21, 2018 at Olmsted Retreat Center. A stunning, hotel-style retreat next to Olmsted 

Mansion in Allegheny National Forest, 2 hours north of Pittsburgh. 

Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included with your $100 per couple 

registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a 

confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward the continuation of the program. To be 

sure to get the Weekend of your choice, sign up at your earliest convenience by going to the website: 

www.GodLovesMarriage.org   and paying the registration fee with your credit card, or marking the 

option to mail a check. For questions, or if you would like a brochure with registration form mailed to 

you, contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-

325-3166 orfjschamber@comcast.net.  

 

Save the Dates 
 

Dates Future Events 

August 5, 2018 Worship Service at Hegins Park:  Our worship service on Sunday 

morning will be at the Hegins Park where we will worship with Friedens 

and the campers and counselors from the Friedens Trinity Day Camp. 

October 21, 2018 Reformation Service:  District-wide Reformation service on Sunday, 

October 21st at Jerusalem Lutheran Church, Schuylkill Haven. 

 

    about the Lutheran Youth Gathering? 
 

This past month the Lutheran Youth Gathering was held in Houston, Texas.  Over 31,000 Lutherans 

assembled there and engaged in service projects, worship, and hearing from a variety of guest 

speakers.   

 

The next Lutheran Youth Gathering will be held in St. Paul, Minnesota in 2021.  The Gathering is held 

every three years and in past years has been in Detroit, New Orleans, Philadelphia, and almost every 

major American city.   

 

Before the ELCA was in existence, the American Lutheran Church held youth gatherings in 1979, 1982, 

and 1985.  In 1988, the ALC and the Lutheran Church in America merged to form the ELCA, and the 

first ELCA Youth Gathering was held that year in San Antonio, Texas. 

http://www.godlovesmarriage.org/
mailto:orfjschamber@comcast.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj38O6Ll8nKAhXFPz4KHePOCYUQjRwIBw&url=http://goldvend.org/25447-question-mark-clipart-animated/&psig=AFQjCNGhgIhiC8Ze7q1HTNK11J_8FNeU4g&ust=1453956050965217
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Speakers have included past Presiding Bishops, but also people from our contemporary culture.  For 

example, in 2015, where the gathering was in Detroit, the Motown group The Temptations made an 

appearance.   

 

Back in 1973, an All-Lutheran Youth Gathering, a predecessor to our current youth gathering, was held, 

also in Houston, Texas.  That event featured an appearance by Johnny Cash, country musician but also 

someone who had recorded many Gospel albums.   

 

These gatherings are held to demonstrate to youth around our denomination that there is indeed a wider 

church, that our congregations are but a part of a wide expression of faith that is the ELCA.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Contact Us: 

 Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 153, 1220 West Maple Street Valley View, PA 17983 

 Office Phone: (570) 682-9373 

 Visit us on the web at: www.TrinityintheValley.com  

 Email address for Trinity:  TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com  

 Find us on Facebook 
 

 

 

Pastor Brian’s Contact Information: 

 Church office:  570-682-9373 

 Cell phone:  570-516-1787 
 

Pastor Brian’s Office Hours:   

 Mondays  - 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM;  and  

 Tuesdays -  4:00 to 6:00 PM 

 Pastor Brian is also available by appointment 
 

Church Secretary’s New Office Hours:  Please note change in church secretary’s office hours. 

Lillie will be in the office on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings from 5:00 to 8:00 PM.  

Bulletin deadline will remain Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM for the current week’s bulletin.  Bulletins 

will still be available for folding from late Thursday evening on.  If you need anything at a time other 

than Lillie’s regular hours, please let her know at 570-682-9373 (office) or 570-682-8217 (home).   

 

Pastoral Visitation:  Due to health privacy laws, hospitals do not automatically call the church office to 

tell us when our members are hospitalized.  If you or someone in your family is hospitalized, please call 

Pastor Brian to ensure a pastoral visit.  Pastor Brian strives to visit members in nursing homes at least 

once every six weeks.  If you feel your loved one would benefit from more frequent pastoral 

visitation, please contact Pastor Brian.    

Worship Services  - Everyone Welcome! 

 Saturday Evenings, 6:00 PM  

 Sunday Mornings, abbreviated service at 7:45 AM; full service at 10:30 AM 

 Contemporary Service – Sunday evening, July 22nd at 6:00 PM 

Intergenerational Summer Sunday School:  Everyone Welcome!  

 Summer Sunday School will be held beginning June 3rd at 9:30 AM. (Please 

note time change for summer only!)  This will be an intergenerational Sunday 

School format, all ages including adult!  

http://www.trinityinthevalley.com/
mailto:TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png&imgrefurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png.html&h=158&w=116&tbnid=hTFEkr9FfQkC7M:&docid=oKg2cBfEGq2asM&ei=FmvNVaiyAYKWyAS59KDoAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CIABEDMoRzBHahUKEwiolYP62qfHAhUCC5IKHTk6CB0
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sabecorse.net/Worship_with_us.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sabecorse.net/worshiptimes.htm&h=256&w=433&tbnid=DtfMFU0ClxoZ2M:&docid=HbrToutDkDG0aM&ei=u8avVs-sDcrr-AGs_oeABQ&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwiP9piRutfKAhXKNT4KHSz_AVA4ZBAzCFgoVTBV
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZn6qO9ZrLAhUJjz4KHdENDVAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/sunday-school-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNH8C6jNDCaVdJWvs081zIND6Baimg&ust=1456764325188518
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Community Aid Bins:  The two Community Aid bins at the west end of the parking lot are waiting for 

donations.   Trinity receives 3 cents per pound back for whatever is donated which in turn is used to 

support our Miles to Mend Program.  The items we donate support Community Aid’s mission.  

 

AmazonSmile: AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the 

AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable 

organization of your choice.  Trinity is registered with the AmazonSmile program to receive donations 

from Amazon when purchases are made from Amazon accounts.  To shop at AmazonSmile enter 

smile.amazon.com in the web browser on your computer or mobile device.  To choose Trinity as the 

recipient, enter “Lutheran Church Valley View” (do not enter PA) in the charity search box.  Trinity 

Lutheran Church Valley View PA should appear after you press enter.   
 

Newsletter Distribution:  Please call the church office at 570-682-9373 to let Lillie know if you would 

like to receive the newsletter via email or U.S. mail or if you would prefer a LARGE PRINT version.  

You may also pick up a copy inside the office entrance or on the shelving unit to the right of the glass 

case across from the Nursery classroom. 

 

Tree of Life:  Leaves in honor or memory of loved ones or special events such as weddings, 

confirmations, baptisms are still available.  The cost is $60 per leaf with proceeds designated for 

Christian Education.  If interested, please complete a Leave Your Legacy form for each leaf. 

 

Electronic Online Donations:  Online contributions can be debited automatically from your checking 

or savings account, or processed using your credit or debit card.  Vanco Payment Solutions is the 

administrator of the Simply Giving Program endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union.  To 

participate, please contact Alex Zimmerman at 570-617-3911 or Pastor Brian. 
 

2018 Congregation Council, Terms and Officers: 

     2018      2019      2020      Officers 

Bill Bixler 

Carolyn Dunkelburger 

Phyllis Klouser  

Tom Miller 

Joyce Schlegel 

Joe Fogarty 

Beverly Hand 

Darlene Kiesel  

Robin Otto  

Beau Troutman 

Lillie Morgan 

Sue Sallada 

Steve Schwalm 

Travis Snyder  

Tracy Witmer 

President, Robin Otto 

Vice President, Travis Snyder 

Secretary, Phyllis Klouser 

Treasurer, Darlene Kiesel 

Financial Secretary, Vernon Schlegel  
 

2018 Committees, Committee Chairs, and (Council Liaisons):  

 

2018:  Bill Conrad, Tom Miller 

2019:  Beverly Hand, Joan Klinger, Helen Masser, Ron Schreffler 

 

 Christian Education:  Lillie Morgan (Lillie Morgan) 

 Discipleship:  Sherry McDonald (Beau Troutman) 

 Endowment:  Tom Miller/Bill Conrad (Tom Miller) 

 Fellowship:   

 Finance:  Robin Otto (Tom Miller) 

 Kitchen:  Cindy Kramer (Darlene Kiesel) 

 Property:  Paul Kramer (Joyce Schlegel) 

 Worship & Music:  Joyce Schlegel (Joyce Schlegel) 

 

Endowment Committee and Terms 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi
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 As Christians, we are called to: 
 

Love God with all your heart.  Put Jesus at the center of your life through worship. 
Love your neighbor as yourself.  Devote your life to serving others. 

Go and make disciples.  Share God’s message through mission. 

Baptize.  Love and participate in His family through fellowship. 
Teach them to do all things. Develop Jesus character through discipleship. 

 

The Great Commandment: Matthew 22:37-39 

The Great Commission: Matthew 28:18-20 

 
God’s Work, Our Hands  

 

Mission Statement Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and is called 

to carry on the serving, teaching, proclaiming ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ to all people through 

our life as a congregation and through our daily lives as individual Christians.  


