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The Newsletter, July 2019 

 
 

Pastor’s Letter 
Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Many of you know that I have been trying the keto diet.  It's somewhat similar to the Atkins diet 
craze that was all the rage back in the early 2000's.  One major difference is that there seems to be 
much more of a focus on eating fat.   
 
As of July, I have fallen off the wagon more than once, but I continue to persevere and get back on 
track.  My biggest weakness?  Potatoes.  Someone just forwarded me a recipe for potato salad for 
those following the keto diet.  To quote the message, "Brian, this is so similar it's crazy!"   
 
So how do you make a potato salad when you can't eat many carbs?  You apparently use 
radishes.  So I went and purchased more Radishes than I've probably ever had eaten in my life total 
and went to town.  I boiled the radishes, drained them, combined onion, eggs, celery, mayonnaise, 
mustard, celery seed, Worcestershire sauce, and prepared to once again have some "potato" salad. 
 
Let me tell you, whoever decided to say that boiled radishes would make a good potato substitute 
was a bold faced liar.  I proceeded to put the concoction back in the fridge, only later to have 
Michelle try it, and laugh when she made a sour face and asked what it was, because it truly wasn't 
potato salad! 
 
So this reminded me of our faith and our time in the 21st century.  People desire community, and 
the church offers a community centered in Christ, where we can come together and acknowledge 
God's goodness and work it out in the area in which God has placed us.   
 
But we sometimes try to substitute it with other things.  Other diversions.  Other activities.  I'm not 
saying we shouldn't do anything else but church- but when we try to put other things in the center, it 
doesn't work. 
 
It makes me wonder if this is why I talk to so many unhappy people.  Not so much here at Trinity, 
but people I meet in waiting rooms, people who I meet while grocery shopping, and other 
places.  When our lives are out of balance and unfocused, we lose sight of the God that formed us 
and continues to love us.  It's like trying to replace potatoes with radishes.  It just doesn't work. 
 
So as summer comes to its midpoint, I encourage you to spend some time with the God that loves 
you and encourages you.  I encourage you to center yourself in the presence of that God and let 
nothing else take its place.   
 
Peace to you on the way, 
Pastor Brian 
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TRINITY… SERVING, TEACHING, AND PROCLAIMMING  
 

                       
 

 

 
Baptism of Bryer Lee Troutman, June 2nd,:  Bryer Lee Troutman, son of 
Randy and Ronica Troutman, was baptized on June 2nd.  Bryer’s sponsors are 
Maryellen Troutman and Melissa Harris.  We welcome Bryer as a fellow 
worker with us. We extend our love and support to him as he grows in his 
knowledge and faith in the Word of God.   

 

 

 
Welcome to Our Newest Member:  We are pleased to welcome our newest 
member, Paige Wilkinson, to our church family.  Her son, Lincoln, will be 
baptized at Trinity on July 7th.  Please welcome Paige and Lincoln in worship 
and congregational events.  We look forward to working with them in carrying 
out our congregation’s mission. 

 
Summer Worship Services:  From June to Labor Day Weekend, Pastor Brian will conduct an early 
service on Sunday mornings at 7:45 AM as the well as the regular 10:30 AM service.  So there will be 
three opportunities to worship during this time: Saturday 6 PM, Sunday 7:45 AM, Sunday 10:30 AM.  
 
Summer Sunday School:  There will be no summer Sunday School classes.  Sunday School for all 
ages will resume in the fall.  Pastor Brian will continue to include a children’s sermon during the    
10:30 AM worship service. 
 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) at the Valley View Park:  We had 25 children participate in this year's 
Vacation Bible School, which was the "Roar" program.  This program introduced cultural themes from 
the continent of Africa, including Animals, Foods, and how the church is very active in its many 
nations.  Our videos focused on children living in Zambia, a small nation where the church is very 
active and where the children profiled demonstrated their faith in singing and worship.   
 
Each day focused on God's Goodness and reminding the children that God's goodness is all around us. 
 
Day 1's focus was When life is Unfair, God is Good! 
Day 2's focus was When life is Scary, God is Good! 
Day 3's focus was When life Changes, God is Good! 
Day 4's focus was When life is Sad, God is Good! 
Day 5's focus was When life is Good, God is Good! 
 
We thank all the students who took part in VBS this year, their parents for bringing them, our teachers, 
helpers, and those who donated snacks.  It was a great week. 
 
Breakfast with the Bible:  We had a wonderful gathering of twenty people for Breakfast with the Bible 
at Friedens Lutheran Church on June 8th.  On that date, we discussed the Pentecost story and how that 
relates to our time in 2019. 
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Graduates Honored:  During worship on June 23rd, we honored our three graduates:  Elijah Morgan, 
Katie Bowman, and Lizzie Otto.   

 Elijah Morgan:  Eli graduated from high school, Commonwealth Charter Academy.   
 Katie Bowman:  Katie graduated from Misericordia University with a Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Health Science.  She is now pursuing her Master’s Degree in Speech Language 
Pathology. 

 Lizzie Otto:  Lizzie graduated from Pennsylvania State University with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Elementary Education with certification in Kindergarten to Fourth Grade.   

Congratulations, Eli, Katie, and Lizzie!   We wish you happiness and success in your future 
endeavors.  “You are God’s Child, deserving of love and respect, and God will use you to change the 
world.” Martin Luther.   
  
Agape Community Meal:   In June, the Agape Community meal menu included hot dogs/buns, 
meatball sandwiches, baked macaroni and cheese, stewed tomatoes, and cake.  59 meals were served, 
including platters delivered to shut-ins. 
 
Miles to Mend:  There was one request for Miles to Mend assistance that was fulfilled in June.  You are 
welcome to nominate someone at any time using the forms located in the office entrance.  Please be 
reminded that recipients must be going through ongoing medical care that requires routine travel, and 
that all recipients must reside in the Tri-Valley School district.  The Miles to Mend program also 
provides financial assistance to high school students to pay the participation fee for sports and 
activities.  
 
Update on the Air Conditioning Project:  Work on the TLC Air Conditioning Project began on 
Friday, May 31, 2019.  The Property Committee cleared out the bell tower, cloak room, overflow area at 
the back of the sanctuary, nursery Sunday school room, and Lillie & Pastor Beissel’s offices to give the 
air conditioning technicians adequate room to work & to protect valuable electronic equipment that 
doesn’t play well with fine dust & dirt.  Electrical wiring that needs to serve all of the compressor units 
located on the exterior of the building was run in the space above the ceiling tiles from the bell tower, 
through the cloak room & east entrance, through the sanctuary overflow, through the hallway, and 
through the nursery.  The first outside compressor unit to be installed was the one to serve the sanctuary 
overflow and both offices and hangs on the east wall of the overflow.  Three air handling units, referred 
to as ceiling cassettes, take the place of a ceiling tile in the suspended ceiling grid in each of these 
spaces, and supplies the chilled air during warm months of the year & heated air during cold months of 
the year to those areas.  Once they were in place, insulated piping was run from the compressor unit to 
each of the ceiling cassettes, and a drain pipe was run from each ceiling cassette to the outside of the 
building to remove condensation that results during operation.  On Friday, June 14, 2019, all work in 
the overflow area & both offices was completed.  The units in both offices are running at the present 
time, however the overflow will not run until the work in the sanctuary has been completed.  As of the 
date of this article, all of the remaining outside compressor units that will serve the sanctuary have been 
installed, and one of the air handling units has been located on the east wall inside the sanctuary, 
adjacent to the piano, at the front.  It is operational.  Steady progress is being made, and we should 
consider ourselves very fortunate that we chose to have these guys do the work.  They are very thorough 
& quite meticulous, which will make for a very nice job upon completion.  
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Hegins Valley Food Closet:  The Food Closet Item for July is    
boxes of macaroni and cheese.  Please bring items and any other 
food donations you may have to the cupboard in the overflow 
room.  These items will be added to the Food Closet at St. John's 
United Methodist Church in Hegins for helping those who utilize 
the Food Closet's Services.   
  

 
Agape Community Meal, July 10th:  Trinity’s Agape Table meal continues to 
take place the second Wednesday of each month.  This meal is FREE to attend, 
and all are welcome, whether Trinity members or not.  We do not ask for any 
monetary donations at the meal.  At this time, we have a fairly regular group that 
attends, but each month we see some new faces.  We also continue to deliver 
meals to shut-ins.   If you know of anyone who would benefit from being placed 
on our shut-in meal list, please see Cindy Kramer, Sherry McDonald, or Joan 
Klinger, and we’ll get them added.  July’s meal will be held on Wednesday, July 
10, at 5:30 PM.  The menu will include beef barbecue/buns, potato salad, 
applesauce, and cupcakes.  Help serving and cleaning up after the Agape Table 
meal is always appreciated.  Our small core group welcomes any help.  If you 
would like to volunteer your time to help at one (or more) Agape Table meal, 
please add your name to the sign-up sheet on the easel in the overflow room.   
 

 

 
Kitchen Committee thanks everyone who helps with set up, clean up, and 
tear down of the monthly Agape Meals,  Your help is greatly appreciated. 
 

  
Mission Trip, July 14-17:  Trinity’s mission trip will be held from July 14th until July 20th.  The 
group going on this year's Mission Trip is asked to come to one last planning meeting on Tuesday, 
July 9th at 7:00 PM.  We will discuss vehicle arrangements and our week's schedule.  Please pray for 
our participants as we prepare to serve God throughout the greater Cincinnati area.  We will spend 
the week teaching inner city kids dance, serving in soup kitchens, and spending time with God's 
people in need.  Keep your eyes posted for a report and pictures in next month's newsletter! 
 
Haven Ministry Dinner, July 30th:  Join us on July 30th at 6:00 PM at Haven Ministry in Sunbury.  
Please come with a dish themed around a summer picnic.  Also come to celebrate with Pastor Brian 
as this is his 40th birthday.  No gifts needed, please. 
 
Day Camp Sunday, August 4th :  On Sunday, August 4th we will have a joint worship service in the 
Hegins Park with Friedens Hegins to celebrate the Friedens Trinity Day Camp Program.  A covered 
dish social will follow the worship service.  Friedens-Trinity Day Camp runs from the week after 
school ends until August 9th.  The Camp is held at Friedens Hegins and provides Bible lessons, 
activities, swimming at the Tri-Valley Community Pool, and weekly trips for the 21 campers 
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enrolled each week. The program is very popular as many of the weeks have a waiting list.  The 
three counselors this year are Lizzie Otto (Director), Micah Ulicny, and Emily Bowman. 
 
Fresh Impressions FREE Back to School Shopping Event, August 10th :  Trinity Lutheran 
Church will be holding our annual FREE Back to School Shopping Event on Saturday, August 10th 
from 9:00 AM to 12 noon.  New or gently used clothing donations can be placed in donation boxes 
at the following places:  Moore Supply Co., in Sacramento, Valley View Post Office, and the Tri-
Valley Free Public Library in Hegins or on the donations table in the back of Trinity’s overflow 
room.  Thank you for your support.  Please share and spread to word.   
 

 

 
Breakfast with the Bible, August 17th:  Now it is Trinity's turn to host it!  Come 
join us on August 17th at 8:00 AM in our fellowship hall.  If you would like to 
prepare something to be part of breakfast, please see Pastor Brian.  We will 
gather for breakfast and have a Bible Study thereafter. 

Youth Group Activity:  The forms for the 2019-2020 Youth Group will be available at the office 
entrance as of the beginning of August.  We are encouraging people to fill them out as soon as possible, 
and to spread the word as our materials will no longer be distributed in the classrooms at the elementary 
school.  Forms will be available for pickup at the office, but we encourage people to let friends know 
that they are there.   
 
Contemporary Service:   The Contemporary Service committee is meeting in July and hopes to have 
something put together for a service in August.  Further information will be available in the next edition 
of our newsletter. 
 
Bible Study:  Bible Study will be finishing up our study of Mark in July, then moving on to the 
"Faithful Discussions" format in August where we will talk about contemporary church issues led by 
videos and other media.  In September, we will return by discussing Luke!  Come and join us on 
Monday mornings at 9:45 AM.  For the summer months we will meet in the airconditioned Overflow! 
 
Needed – Redner’s Receipts:  As you know, the money we receive from our Redner’s Receipts is the 
main source of funds for our Miles to Mend program.  The number of receipts we are receiving has 
decreased significantly.  We hope that you will continue to bring in your receipts so we can use the 
money we receive to support our outreach ministries.   
 
Friedens Lutheran Llewellyn 200th Anniversary Celebration Continues:  Friedens Llewellyn has  
several more events planned to celebrate their 200th year, and we are invited to be part of their 
celebration … • Summer Concert by “After Hours” Band, August 11th – On Sunday afternoon, August 11th, there 

will be an Outdoor Concert by After Hours (Big Band) beginning at 4:00 PM and Church Picnic/BBQ at 
5:00 PM with more music following. • Homecoming/Harvest Home, October 13th - On Sunday afternoon, October 13th, there will be a 
Service of Holy Communion at 1:00 PM and immediately following the service there will be a 
Fellowship/Remembrances/Reunion Gathering in the Upstairs Sunday School rooms and then a sit-
down catered dinner in the Social Hall at 2:45 PM. 

 
Wanted! Special Music for Summer Worship Services:  Anyone who sings, plays an instrument or is 
learning to sing or play an instrument or knows someone who signs or plays an instrument is invited to 
provide special music for our summer worship services.  We’d love for you to share your special talent 
with us.  A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board.   
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Birthdays and Anniversaries: To help celebrate birthdays and wedding anniversaries, we would like to 
project pictures on the screen at the time of singing.  Anyone interested should submit a photo two 
weeks ahead of the date.  Just give it to Pastor Brian, Lillie, or put it in the door of the church office.  
Surprise your loved one with a photo from the past! 
 
DVD Service Delivery: To help keep our home-bound members feeling part of our church family, we 
want to deliver DVDs of our worship services to them.  We are looking for volunteers to help with the 
delivery.  All you need to do is drop off the DVD each week. We are trying to secure a DVD player or 
electronic tablet for each home-bound member so they can keep it with them and watch at their 
convenience.  Maybe you want to find a partner and divide up the weekly delivery between the two of 
you.  If you are willing to participate individually or as a team, please speak to Pastor Brian. 
 

   how we came to have a 

Baptism Banner when we have a Baptism? 
 
Years ago Gerry Conrad visited her son, Bill, and his wife Deb, in Texas. She went with them to church 
and there was a baptism and a banner. She loved this idea and brought it back to Trinity!  
 
Since 1991, 154 banners were made for the baptism of 47 boys and 107 girls.  It takes about 3 hours to 
make one banner and each time we see a banner, we thank Gerry for bringing this wonderful idea to 
Trinity. 
 

Save the Dates 
 

Dates Events 
July 9, 2019 Last planning meeting for Mission Trip at 7:00 PM 
July 14-20, 2019 Mission Trip: Trinity’s mission trip to Cincinnati.   
July 30, 2019 Haven Ministry Dinner 
August 4, 2019 Day Camp Sunday – Joint worship with Friedens Hegins in the Hegins 

Park with covered dish following worship. 
August 10, 2019 First Day Fresh Impressions:  The Discipleship Committee will be 

hosting the Fresh Impressions Event again in August.  This program 
helps families prepare for the next school year.  From June to August we 
will be collecting new and gently-used clothing for children from 
kindergarten to high school senior. 

August 11, 2019 Friedens, Llewelyn, Summer Concert by After Hours 
August 17, 2019 Breakfast with the Bible at Trinity 
October 6, 2019 World Wide Communion and Gospel Sunday 
October 13, 2019 Friedens, Llewelyn, Homecoming/Harvest Home Gathering 
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Important Reminders  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Contact Us: 
 Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 153, 1220 West Maple Street Valley View, PA 17983 
 Office Phone: (570) 682-9373 
 Visit us on the web at: www.TrinityintheValley.com  
 Email address for Trinity:  TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com  
 Follow us on Facebook 

 

Pastor Brian’s Contact Information: 
 Church office:  570-682-9373 
 Pastor Brian’s cell phone:  570-516-1787 

 

Pastor Brian’s Office Hours:   
 Mondays  - 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM  
 Pastor Brian is also available by appointment 

 

Church Secretary’s Office Hours:  Lillie will be in the office on Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00 
AM to 12:00 noon and Thursday from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  Bulletin deadline is Wednesday evenings 
at 7:00 PM for the current week’s bulletin.  Bulletins will be available for folding from late Thursday 
evening on.  If you need anything at a time other than Lillie’s regular hours, please let her know at 570-
682-9373 (office) or  570-682-8217 (home).   
 
Pastoral Visitation:  Due to health privacy laws, hospitals do not automatically call the church office to 
tell us when our members are hospitalized.  If you or someone in your family is hospitalized, please call 
Pastor Brian to ensure a pastoral visit.  Pastor Brian strives to visit members in nursing homes at least 
once every six weeks.  If you feel your loved one would benefit from more frequent pastoral 
visitation, please contact Pastor Brian.    
 

Community Aid Bins:  The two Community Aid bins at the west end of the parking lot are waiting for 
donations.   Trinity receives 3 cents per pound back for whatever is donated which in turn is used to 
support our Miles to Mend Program.  The items we donate support Community Aid’s mission.  
 
Newsletter Distribution:  Please call the church office at 570-682-9373 to let Lillie know if you would 
like to receive the newsletter via email or U.S. mail or if you would prefer a LARGE PRINT version.  
You may also pick up a copy inside the office entrance or on the shelving unit to the right of the glass 
case across from the Nursery classroom. 
 

Worship Services  - Everyone Welcome! 
 Saturday Evenings, 6:00 PM  
 Sunday Mornings, 7:45 AM and 10:30 AM  
 Contemporary Service – The Contemporary Service Committee is meeting in July 

and hopes to have something put together for a service in August.  Further 
information will be available in the next edition of our newsletter. 

 

Sunday School for all ages:  There will be no Sunday School during the summer 
months.  We will resume our Sunday School program for all ages in the Fall.  Please 
join us for the worship service on Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM when Pastor Brian 
includes a children’s sermon each week. 

 

http://www.trinityinthevalley.com/
mailto:TrinityLuthvv@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png&imgrefurl=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/gesture_mood/string_finger_to_remember.png.html&h=158&w=116&tbnid=hTFEkr9FfQkC7M:&docid=oKg2cBfEGq2asM&ei=FmvNVaiyAYKWyAS59KDoAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CIABEDMoRzBHahUKEwiolYP62qfHAhUCC5IKHTk6CB0
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sabecorse.net/Worship_with_us.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sabecorse.net/worshiptimes.htm&h=256&w=433&tbnid=DtfMFU0ClxoZ2M:&docid=HbrToutDkDG0aM&ei=u8avVs-sDcrr-AGs_oeABQ&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwiP9piRutfKAhXKNT4KHSz_AVA4ZBAzCFgoVTBV
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZn6qO9ZrLAhUJjz4KHdENDVAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/sunday-school-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNH8C6jNDCaVdJWvs081zIND6Baimg&ust=1456764325188518
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Tree of Life:  Leaves in honor or memory of loved ones or special events such as weddings, 
confirmations, baptisms are still available.  The cost is $60 per leaf with proceeds designated for 
Christian Education.  If interested, please complete a Leave Your Legacy form for each leaf. 
 
Electronic Online Donations:  Online contributions can be debited automatically from your checking 
or savings account, or processed using your credit or debit card.  Vanco Payment Solutions is the 
administrator of the Simply Giving Program endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union.  To 
participate, go to Trinity’s website at www.TrinityintheValley.com, scroll to the bottom of the home 
page and click on the box titled “Electronic Giving”.  Or if you would like to speak with someone, 
please contact Alex Zimmerman at 570-617-3911 or Pastor Brian.  
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries: To help celebrate birthdays and wedding anniversaries, we would like to 
project pictures on the screen at the time of singing.  Anyone interested should submit a photo two 
weeks ahead of the date.  Just give it to Pastor Brian, Lillie, or put it in the door of the church office.  
Surprise your loved one with a photo from the past!  
 
AmazonSmile: Don’t forget about the contribution Amazon will make on your behalf when you 
designate Trinity as the recipient charity on AmazonSmile.  AmazonSmile is a website operated by 
Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. When you shop on 
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 
products to the charitable organization of your choice.  Trinity is registered with the AmazonSmile 
program to receive donations from Amazon when purchases are made from Amazon accounts.  To shop 
at AmazonSmile enter smile.amazon.com in the web browser on your computer or mobile device.  To 
choose Trinity as the recipient, enter “Lutheran Church Valley View” (do not enter PA) in the charity 
search box.  Trinity Lutheran Church Valley View PA should appear after you press enter. 

 

 

 

"I will lift up my eyes to the mountains.   
Where does my help come from?  
 My help comes from the Lord,  
maker of Heaven and Earth."  

Psalm 121:1-2 

 
God’s Work, Our Hands  

 

Mission Statement Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and is called 
to carry on the serving, teaching, proclaiming ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ to all people through 

our life as a congregation and through our daily lives as individual Christians.  

http://www.trinityinthevalley.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi

